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HERE’S  HERB! 
    Herb Nelson, current President of 
the Norwegian  Glee Club  of Minnea- 
polis, was elected President of the 
Norwegian Singers Association of 
America at the NSAA Sangerfest in 
St. Charles IL June 16th. 
    Herb was born on a farm at Lake 
Preston SD where he grew up with 
four siblings, two of whom are still 
living.  
    After graduating from High School 
at Lake Preston, he left in a 1941 Ford 
with a case of oil for California in 
1953. In 1955 he went to work with 
Bank of America and was involved in 
the introduction of a new product that 
was called a “credit card.”  After two 
years in the Army, 1957-59, with 18 
months in Germany, he returned to 
Los Angeles for 23 years, transferred 

to New York City for five, back to LA 
for another six and took retirement 
after 37 years.  But then went to 
Buffalo NY  for six years, selling 
computer software.  He returned to 
Minneapolis and worked for Wells 
Fargo . 
    Herb is the father of three children, 
with one grandchild. 
    Herb had music class in grade 
school, and sang in High School 
Chorus, church choir and community 
choir.  He joined Norwegian Glee 
Club in 2004 after meeting Bjorn 
Hagen in a barber shop run by a 
Swede. 
    His hobbies include photography 
and golf. 
    We look forward to his leadership 
during the next two years. 
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BJORNSON MALE CHORUS 

Chicago IL 
Dear Brother Singers, 
    After hosting the June 2012 Sanger- 
fest, the Chorus had one more gig to 
do before taking the summer off and 
heading for the hills.  On Sunday, the 
26th, we appeared again at the Danish 
Retirement Home in Chicago at their 
annual picnic.  Earl’s Pearls (Ladies 
Chorus) opened the program with four 
Nordic tunes –make that Danish tunes.  
Then we sang four numbers after 
which we retreated to the dining room 
for the most delicious sandwiches and 
our favorite bubbly provided by Jerry 
and Neil Andersen.  Thanks, guys! 
    Bjornson Male Chorus hopes that 
all the choruses that attended 
Sangerfest were satisfied with their  
accommodations and all the amenities 
for their leisure pleasure.  Pheasant 
Run provided top notch people to 
serve our crowd at the many sit-down 
affairs. First class! 
    The Memorial Service went well.  
Celebrating the lives of our fallen  
singer-brothers brings back thoughts 
of those we knew as each name for 
each chorus was announced.  Time 
marches on. 
    Three cheers for the Parade of 
Choruses that followed the Memorial 
Service.  As each chorus lined up to 
sing, the audience was really “with it” 
since it was mostly our ladies and our 
chorus singers. The enthusiasm was 
contagious, which I am sure added to 
the applause and cheers the singing 
brought on. This is what it is all about, 
my friends. 
    On Thursday evening, the sit-down 
dinner was great, as was the 
Afterglow meal. 
    Friday evening we enjoyed another 
sit-down banquet after the Medals 

ceremony. (Medal winners are listed 
and pictured elsewhere in this issue.) 
Congratulations to all recipients. 
    On Saturday morning the Ladies’ 
Luncheon was front and center.  They 
enjoyed a variety of sandwiches along 
with inviting side dishes.  
Entertainment was provided by Grete  
Pope, who was hilarious. 
    The Grand Concert was “prime 
time!” With only three joint rehearsals 
the singers really knew the music.   
Our Director-in-Chief , David Judisch, 
brought out our best effort with his 
masterful style of directing – plus he 
was pressed into conducting the 
DuPage Symphony Orchestra, as their 
conductor, Barbara Schubert, fell ill 
and as hospitalized.  Dave stepped 
right up and didn’t miss a beat. Way 
to go, maestro! 
    Our assistant Director-in-Chief, Ed 
Kramer, led the middle portion of the 
program.  Great job, Ed. 
    I could go on and on, but I don’t 
want to miss anyone.  So thanks to 
everyone involved: soloists, accompa- 
nists, sound crew, Marshal Frank 
Potempa, but especially Sangerfest 
Chair Roger Stavnem and his wife 
Leslie for the time they spent to make 
sure every base was covered.  Well, 
you both crossed home plate, and 
won! 
Leve Sangen,  
 
 
 
 
 
             George L. Michals, Corr. Sec. 
 

NORWEGIAN GLEE CLUB 
Minneapolis MN 

    Warm memories of an outstanding 
Sangerfest 2012.  Kudos to Roger and 
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Leslie Stavnem and all of their team 
for good planning and a wonderful 
result. The venue and its facilities 
were great, and both the Banquet and 
Grand Concert were superb. What a 
thrill to have the DuPage Symphony 
with us for the concert.  Bjornson 
Chorus has much to be proud of, to 
make this event such a wonderful 
experience for all the singers, spouses 
and friends.  We in the Glee Club will 
have to work hard to make 2014 
equally enjoyable. 
    We were honored to have the 
delegates at the NSAA business meet-
ing elect our Director, Carsten Slostad 
to be the NSAA Assistant Director-in-
Chief, and Jim Slostad to be the Grand 
Marshal.  Add the new President of 
NSAA, Herb Nelson, and you have 
the nucleus of a strong Sangerfest 
2014 team.  Support by all our 
members is at the ready to make this a 
memorable event to anticipate. 
    Congratulations to Norm Arlandson 
for his selection as Vice-President for 
the State of Minnesota.  Even though 
we  know how difficult it will be, he 
will still make every effort to establish 
at least one more chorus in Minnesota. 
    We continue to celebrate our 100th 
Anniversary.  We are so fortunate to 
have several singers who have been 
with the Glee Club for more than half 
of the century.  Bjorn Hagen leads that 
group with 60 years, followed by Joe 
Campion, Einar Johanson, Clarence 
Hanson, Sverre Waagen, Bjorn 
Lasserud and others close behind. 
    Other past Gold with Diamond 
medal recipients come to mind: John 
Akslen, Erling Stone, Hans Wold and 
Chris Feste.  They lived so much of 
our history and have many great 
stories to tell. 

    We congratulate our new medal 
recipients: Gold for Foster Solem, and 
Bronze for Phil Heide, Carl Pedersen 
and Herb Nelson. 
    The Glee Club’s first public 
appearance was November 10, 1912, 
after attended the national Sangerfest 
in Fargo ND that same year.  In addi- 
tion to more recent Sangerfests, the 
Club attended this event in Salt Lake 
City, New York City and Rapid City, 
and participated with the Pacific Coast 
Singers Association Sangerfest in 
1989 in Seattle.  The Club has also at-
tended national and local Sangerfests 
sponsored at Augsburg College.  So 
much great singing and wonderful fel-
lowship.  It has been said that singers 
live longer, which I believe, and I 
know for sure they have more great 
times. 
    We also have mini-Sangerfests in 
our history.  One such in 1989 
included Nordkap, the American-
Swedish Men’s Chorus, the Swedish 
Chorus of St. Paul, and the Varsity 
Men’s Chorus of the University of 
Minnesota – 250 singers performing 
at Central Lutheran Church in 
downtown Minneapolis.  This 
preceded the 100th Anniversary 
Sangerfest that the Glee Club took 
part in.  Wow! 500 voices were 
included in that event, directed by Dr. 
Alf Lunder Knudsen.  Thomas Stang, 
Counsel of Norway, and Leif Ele, 
Vice-Counsel, were in attendance, as 
well as other notables. 
    Speaking of notables, Les Kouba, 
the acclaimed wild-life artist, spoke at 
one of our dinners, and donated a 
signed copy of his famous “Lutefisk” 
painting, as well as the “Coca-Cola” 
sketch.  His “Lutefisk” painting graces 
the walls of thousands of homes.  It is 
a classic. 
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Norway Day at Minnehaha Park on 
July 8th was well attended on a beauti- 
ful summer Sunday.  Wow! (my 
second Wow) What a program, put to- 
gether by Earl and Shirley Evanstad. 
    It started with the traditional church 
service in the Park with Pastor Sundt 
of Mindekirken officiating, Shirley 
Evanstad reading the Scriptures, 
Harry Dahl conducting the singing, 
and our Director Carsten Slostad at 
the piano.  The barnetog  (children’s 
parade) followed the service with Earl 
Evanstad as the Pied Piper, leading 
the parade.   
    The Glee Club gave a mini-concert, 
followed by some speakers, a 
delightful Scandinavian quartet of 
saxophones, Pauline Fjelde Damekor 
of Daughters of Norway, and 
concluding with the well known 
Minnesota Scandinavian Ensemble 
led by Leroy Larson, that has 
performed regularly on the Prairie 
Home Companion show and at 
Høstfest in Minot ND.   
    They were also honored to have 
performed for the King of Norway at 
the Kennedy Center and the Library of 
Congress in Washington DC.  The 
large program, attractively printed 
with a great number of ads, gives 
testament to the well rewarded efforts 
of the Norway Day Committee of the 
Norwegian National League. 
    For a smile: The young couple 
invited their elderly pastor for Sunday 
dinner.  While the parents were in the 
kitchen, the pastor asked their young 
son what they were having. “Goat!” 
the little boy replied. “Goat?” asked 
the startled man of the cloth, “Are you 
sure about that?” “Yep,” said the lad. 
“I heard Dad say to Mom, ‘Today is 
as good as any to have the old goat for 
dinner.’ ” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Charles Engh, Corr. Sec. 
 

LUREN SINGING SOCIETY 
Decorah IA 

    With memories and vestiges of the 
Sangerfest events and music in our 
heads, we returned to Decorah, with a 
brief service of worship on Sunday 
morning on the bus, led by our 
chaplain. 
    We had a few weeks to get ready 
for the County Fair.  We had a respite 
from the extreme heat during the Fair, 
and the reports of financial results 
thus far are very favorable. 
    A couple weeks later we have a 
very busy Nordic Fest weekend.  We 
sang a few numbers prior to the 
Opening of the Fest on Thursday 
evening, then did our regular concert 
Friday evening, which included a 
couple of songs with the visiting 
Bergen Mannskor.  Saturday we rode 
in the parade, after which some of us 
went to the wedding of Dan Alstad 
and Kari (Meyer) Johnson at Spring 
Grove MN, with reception following. 
    On Sunday, July 29th, in recognition 
of the official retirement of Dr. David 
Judisch from the vocal music faculty 
of Luther College, 16 of his former 
students gave an afternoon recital at 
the Noble Recital Hall, Luther 
College.  Then we moved downtown 
to the Steyer Opera House for a party 
in honor of Dave and Gail.  There we 
sang a couple numbers, followed by a 
parody, a “Toast to David” written by 
Roger Buhr on the bus as we returned 
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from Sangerfest, to the tune of “On 
Top of Old Smoky.” 
    That same weekend we learned of 
the death of Edna Beerman, widow of 
Del Beerman, who had sung with us 
quite a few years ago.   
    On Friday, Aug. 10th, we sang a full 
concert for the Sognefjordlag, which 
held its stevne (convention) at Spring 
Grove.  We had a very good turnout 
of singers. 
    Soon the Music Committee will be 
setting up the list of selections for the 
coming year, and it won’t be long 
until we get out the Christmas pieces! 
    Jim Womeldorf has us working on 
our prospective member list.  We’ll be 
resuming rehearsals on Sept. 10th, 
with our first concert of the new 
season on Sunday, Sept. 30th at 
Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cedar 
Falls IA 
    Larry Lubbert, head of our Tour 
Committee, has prepared a tentative 
“Best of the West” tour for next June.  
It looks very attractive. 
    As this being written, we learned of 
the death of Marlene Bicknese, wife 
of Wayne, Monday, Aug. 13th.  We 
are to sing for the funeral Saturday, 
Aug. 18th at the Methodist Church in 
West Union IA.  We offer our collect- 
ive sympathies to Wayne and family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Don Berg, Corr. Sec. 
 
 
“Some days there won’t be a song in 
your heart.  Sing anyway.”   E. Austin 

 

NORMENNENES SINGING 
SOCIETY 
Chicago IL 

    Once again, we return from an 
outstanding Sangerfest.  Once again, 
we had the opportunity to renew old 
friendships and gain many more. 
    We at Normenennes are proud to be 
associated with the Norwegian 
Singers Association of America and 
its member organizations.  We are 
especially proud to be associated with 
our neighbor organization, Bjornson 
Male Chorus. 
    They did it before, and they did it 
again!  Congratulations to Roger 
Stavnem and the many members who 
devoted their time and talents to host a 
very successful 2012 Sangerfest. 
    As for Normennenes, we shall rest 
for a couple of months and begin our 
new season in September.  We shall 
also begin planning for the trip to 
Minneapolis in 2014. 
   See you there! 
                 Lowell I. Hertsgaard, Sec. 
 

EDVARD GRIEG CHORUS 
Madison, WI 

    What an outstanding Sangerfest 
2012!  Congratulations to Roger and 
Leslie Stavnem and members of 
Bjornson Male Chorus and the Ladies 
Auxiliary for putting together a great 
weekend.  Special appreciation is 
extended to Kenneth Michaels, the 
DuPage Symphony Orchestra, and 
Nordic Voices for their musical 
contributions to our very successful 
Grand Concert on Saturday night.  Of 
course none of this musical magic 
would have been possible without the 
leadership of Director-in-Chief David 
Judisch and Assistant Director Ed 
Kramer.  We Badgers are now looking 
forward to the 60th Biennial 
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Sangerfest in Minneapolis in 2014.  
The Norwegian Glee Club is already 
well along in planning our next event.  
Go you Gophers! 
    One week after the Grand Concert, 
the Edvard Grieg Chorus gathered for 
its annual picnic and performance at 
the Midsummer’s Eve celebration at 
Little Norway near Blue Mounds, 
Wisconsin.  Little Norway began 
as a small farmstead built by an 
immigrant family from Norway in 
the 1850’s.  In 1927, the property 
was purchased by prominent 
Chicago businessman J. Dahle as a 
gathering place for his extended 
family.  After furnishing the 
buildings with the largest privately 
held collection of Norwegian 
artifacts anywhere in the U.S., 
Dahle opened the attraction to the 
public in 1937.  For 75 years Little 
Norway has offered visitors a slice of 
early Wisconsin history as they walk 
among the eight restored Norwegian 
buildings nestled in the valley known 
as Nissedahle or Valley of the Elves. 
    The most prominent structure of the 
eight buildings is an authentic 
stavkirke.  Modeled after a twelfth 
century Norwegian church, the 
magnificent structure was originally 
built in Trondheim, Norway, and 
transported to America for the 
World’s Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago in 1893.  It was relocated to 
Little Norway in 1935 and now 
displays among other items the 
original manuscript of a composition 
by composer Edvard Grieg, as well as 
mementos from a visit to Little 
Norway by Crown Prince (now King) 
Harald of Norway in 1965. 
    It was a special honor for our 
Chorus to perform for the solstice 
event this year.  After singing the 

national anthems, we sang five 
Norwegian songs as the costumed 
docents processed from the stavkirke 
with their torches to ignite the 
traditional bonfire signaling the 
middle of summer in the Land of the 
Midnight Sun. 
 

Stavkirken at Little Norway 
 
    What was particularly significant 
about this year’s event was the recent 
announcement that this may be the 
last year Little Norway will be open.  
Despite good attendance over the last 
several years, the costs of upkeep and 
maintenance of the buildings continue 
to exceed revenues.   
    The fourth generation family that 
now owns and operates Little Norway 
is actively seeking support from a 
variety of individuals and private 
foundations to keep this national and 
state treasure open to the public.  
Members of the Chorus hope these 
efforts will be successful and that we 
will be returning to 
Little Norway again 
next summer. 
 
 
 
 
                 Dick Johnston, Corr. Sec. 



July-Aug. 2012 SANGER-HILSEN 8 
NORSE GLEE CLUB 

Sioux Falls SD 
 

    The Norse Glee Club is on a 
summer hiatus, with the prospect of a 
picnic in August that is not yet firm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Gail Kristensen, Corr. Sec. 
 

Reflections on Sangerfest 2012 
by a “first timer” 

by Gene Samdahl, Luren 
    I really didn't know what to expect 
at Sangerfest.  I had joined Luren two 
years ago and this year was my first 
opportunity to attend.  This year it was 
at Pheasant Run Resort near Saint 
Charles Illinois.  Thirty years ago I 
had been to computer conferences at 
Pheasant Run so I expected a nice golf 
centered resort in the middle of 
nowhere.  
    My surprise of the weekend was 
that Pheasant Run is now in the center 
of a dense exurbia housing next to two 
shopping centers. The resort now has 
three restaurants, a movie theater, and 
an enormous performance hall.   
    It was in this hall where I 
experienced my second surprise of the 
weekend: the impact of the mass 
chorus.  Thursday afternoon, when all 
the singers had gathered and the first 
rehearsal started I felt the power of 
being in the center of the massed 
voices.  When I sing with Luren, as a 
tall baritone, I stand in the back. 
Although I can hear the music of the 
group, I only connect with a couple of 
singers next to me. At the rehearsal I 
was in the center of the baritones with 

like voices all around me and the 
basses behind us. What a powerful 
feeling. 
    That evening, after the first formal 
dinner in the grand ball room of the 
resort, was the “Parade of Choruses.”  
Each attending group sang two 
numbers.  It was delightful to see all 
the different groups: the variety of 
location, size, and selection of music. 
    When it was Luren's turn, we 
ascended the risers and I slipped the 
words to I Midnattsolen under the 
collar of the man in front of me.  Just 
in case.  I didn't need them.  After that 
Swinging with the Saints was easy.  I 
even got the doot doot doo part right. 
    The next day the wives went off on 
a tour of local sites and some 
shopping opportunities. I didn't pay 
much attention to that but spent the 
day reviewing Norwegian lyrics 
before the afternoon rehearsal.  I did 
manage to get in a walk around the 
paths of the golf course.  
    That afternoon's rehearsal was a 
little rougher than the first one.  We 
spent more time on phrasing, volume, 
dynamics, and timing.  That evening 
was the banquet in the grand 
ballroom.  A lovely meal, 
entertainment, and the presentations 
of pins honoring those members who 
had accumulated Sangerfest 
attendance milestones, the longest 
being twenty Sangerfests. 
    Saturday was again a day of off-site 
adventures for the wives while we 
prepared and rehearsed for that 
evening's concert. Just prior to the 
concert a photograph was taken of the 
entire assemblage of singers which we 
were later able to purchase. 
    It turned out that Dr. David Judisch, 
besides being one of the chorus 
conductors, took over conducting the 
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orchestra due to an emergency for the 
regular conductor. He did a splendid 
job. 
    The concert with full orchestra and 
chorus was exciting.  Some of the 
wives in audience later complained 
about the mixing and loudness of the 
music with the speaker system in the 
hall.  However, on the stand the music 
was glorious.  I really enjoyed it.  I 
only had one problem with the final 
piece Landkjending.  Turns out, this is 
the traditional closing piece which 
everyone knows.  So, we did not 
rehearse it much before Sangerfest.  I 
got lost on the second page and 
moved to the last part and waited for 
the chorus to catch up.  We all 
finished together.  
    After the concert was the 
“afterglow,” again in the grand 
ballroom.  There was a buffet of 
finger foods and an air of relaxation. 
Various groups made “impromptu” 
presentations.  Luren did several of its 
standard pieces and then finished with 
a joint rendition with the host group of 
Vive L'Amour.  All in all, I enjoyed 
my first Sangerfest thoroughly and 
certainly will attend future ones.  
 

Sangerfest 2012 
Gold with Diamond Recipient 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clayton Wangsness 

IN MEMORIAM 2010-2012 
 

Bjornson Male Chorus Chicago IL 
Les Amack, Earl Bichel,  
Glenn Heggen, Ray Nilsen. 

 

Edvard Grieg Chorus Madison WI 
     Robert (Bob) Jarlsberg 
 

Grieg Male Chorus Canton SD 
     Maynard Lintvedt 
 

Harmony Singing Society  
Rockford IL 
     Koll Harring, Donald Onken 
 

Luren Singing Society Decorah IA 
Maynard Aaker, Curt Carpenter, 
David F. Greedy, Paul Estrem, 
Frank Hlland, Stan Oftelle, George 
Pfister 

 

Minnehaha Mandskor Sioux Falls 
SD 

Winston Hill, Myron (Bud) 
Larsen, Gene Person 
Eileen Farnsworth (accompanist) 

 

Nordic Male Chorus Sioux City IA 
     Wilbur Dixon 
 

Normennenes Singing Society 
Chicago IL 
     A. Peter Henriksen 
 

Norse Glee Club Sioux Falls SD 
Gene Bennett, Norin Blomberg, 
Elwood Carlson, Elmer Hovland 

 

Norwegian Glee Club Minneapolis 
MN 
     Arnulf Skomsøyvåg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parade of Choruses, Sangerfest 2012 
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Sangerfest 2012 Bronze Medal Recipients 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right front row: Jim Lage, Jim Hanson, John Rasmusson,  
back row: Noel Egan, Ed Lechtenberg, Al Wahl, Rus Nelson, Tony Hartmann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right front row:  Henry Carlson, Ray Ode, Stan Ahrendt, Carl Pedersen 
back row:  Derald Espeland, Elvin Thomsen, Phil Heide, Herbert Nelson 
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Sangerfest 2012 Silver Medal Recipients 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right front row:  Lane Carli, Jim Pettersen, Ed Stone, Jim Gray,  
Howard Larsen 
back row:  Helmer Haugland, David Andreae, Thomas Flakoy 
 

Sangerfest 2012 Gold Medal Recipients 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right:  Foster Solem, Harold Ericksen, Lowell Hertsgaard, Roger Morris, 
Donald Berg 
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Previous Gold with Diamond Recipients 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right: Bernhard Gluth, Bjorn Hagen, Larry Lubbert, Ken Michaels, David 
Stene, Robert Stenberg, John Lee, George Michals, Bjorn Lasserud, Sver 
Waagen, Kristen Rusten, Joe Campion, Einar Johansen, Clarence Hanson 
 
 

First Time at a Sangerfest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right:  Hugh Colburn, Richard Bjorlo, Gene Somdahl, Colin Pickett, Thor 
Larson, Branden Bergren, Carl Petersen, David Druckenbrod, Robert Viet, 
Marlan Velgersdyk, Dennis Wollman 
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                   Mass rehearsal on Friday afternoon, June 15, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leikarringen “Heimhug” from Chicago performing after the banquet Friday 
evening, June 15, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
Chorus banners in 
the banquet hall. 
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MINUTES of NSAA Biennial Meeting,     June 16, 2012,      St. Charles, IL 

 
Meeting called to order at 9:17 by President Roger Stavnem. 
 

1.   Roll call of officers by the Recording Secretary 
President: Roger Stavnem, Hanover Park, IL 
Vice President at Large: Thor Fjell, Naperville, IL 
Recording Secretary: Richard Leake, Decorah, IA 
Corresponding Secretary: Donald Berg, Decorah, IA 
Treasurer: Francis Peterson, Decorah, IA 
Grand Marshal: Frank Potempa, Des Plaines, IL 
Assistant Grand Marshal: Robert Bergren, Hudson, SD 
Director-in-Chief: Dr. David E. Judisch, Decorah, IA 
Assistant Director:  Edwin Kramer, Grayslake, IL 
Past President:  Jon Lewis, Stoughton, WI 
 

NSAA State Vice-Presidents 
Illinois: Frank Potempa, Des Plaines, IL 
Iowa: Ed Stone, Sioux City, IA 
Minnesota: Kris Rusten, Richfield, MN 
New York: Owen Flynn, Brooklyn, NY -- absent 
South Dakota: Curt Hepner, Canton, SD 
Wisconsin: Charles Morkri, Verona, WI 
 

Directors: 
Bjornson Male Chorus -- Chicago, IL  -- Director: Edwin Kramer, Grayslake, IL 
Dane County Edvard Grieg Chorus -- Madison, WI  --Director: Mark W. Everson, Edgerton, WI 
Grieg Male Chorus -- Canton, SD  Director: Lane Karli, Inwood, IA 
Harmony Singing Society -- Rockford, IL  Director: Paul Steffan, Cherry Valley, IL –absent  
Luren Singing Society -- Decorah, IA  Director: Dr. David Judisch, Decorah, IA 
Minnehaha Mandskor -- Sioux Falls, SD  Director: Terry Walter, Sioux Falls, SD  
Nordic Male Chorus -- Sioux City, IA Director: Charles Schuett, Sioux City, IA  
Normennenes Singing Society -- Chicago, IL  Director: Charles Kessell, Chicago, IL 
Norse Glee Club -- Sioux Falls, SD  Director: Lyle E. Kroon, Sioux Falls, SD 
Norwegian Glee Club -- Minneapolis, MN  Director: Carsten Slostad, St. Paul, MN  
 

2.  Credentials’ committee report  [Marshal Frank Potempa] 
Reported 32 credentials [voting members] accepted for this meeting  
 

3.  Action on the minutes of previous business meetings [Rich Leake]  
Dispensed with reading of minutes; approved as printed in September-October 2010 Sanger-Hilsen with the 
spelling correction of PCNSA President as Phil Overlund. Reports are attached to official copy of minutes. 
 

4.Action on applications of new choruses  [Don Berg] 
No new chorus applications received.   
 

5.Director-in-Chief report  [Dr. Dave Judisch] 
Discussion focused on our activities as individual choruses as well as members of the Association.  
Main topics of discussion were recruiting singers, the changing environment with choruses of similar 
stature, issues of photocopying music that are currently under copyright, and with fundraising 
activities within our own individual choruses. Recommend we do not march in to the Sangerfest 
Grand Concert program.  We feel that there are mobility issues and it will be easier to find their 
chairs on their own before the concert begins. 
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The consensus is that the Thursday evening’s Parade of Choruses was the finest and most 
interesting of recent years.  Director Judisch personally commended the chorus directors for 
preparing their choruses so well for the Grand Concert this year, and commented that we had one 
of the very best first rehearsals in recent memory.  Congratulations to the individual choruses for 
their presentations on Thursday evening at the Parade of Choruses.  This was a very excellent 
concert!  Special thanks given to the organizers and the heads of Sangerfest committees who did 
such a fine job with this Sangerfest. 
 

6.  President’s report   [Roger Stavnem] 
President Stavnem noted the constitution update has been completed.  Preparations for Sangerfest 
have been outstanding and we are looking forward to a terrific grand concert. He expressed thanks 
for all the help given by many in the last two years.   
 

7.  Vice-Presidents’ reports 
Reports by officers and committees are submitted in writing or electronically and attached to the 
official minutes.  Each report is briefly summarized below.   
 

WI [Charles Morkri]– 1 chorus, Edvard Grieg;  2nd youngest chorus in NSAA. Membership is strong 
[approx. 40] and takes great pride in their performances.   This is a very active chorus, and has 
been in contact with other choruses to help with recruitment. 
 

 IA [Ed Stone] 2 choruses, Nordic Male and Luren Singing Society; Membership approx. 13 and 75 
respectively.  Both choruses are very active in performances, parades, and caroling events. 
Challenges include recruitment and retention of members.  Luren had the honor of singing for the 
King and Queen of Norway in Decorah, IA, on Oct. 13, 2011. 
 

SD [Curt Hepner] 4 choruses (including Sioux Valley) – Grieg Male chorus, Minnehaha Mandskor, 
Norse Glee Club, Sioux Valley Singers.  All are very active choruses including Norse Glee Club 
singing and Minnehaha having a food booth at the Sioux Empire Fair.  One innovative idea has 
been Grieg holding rehearsals at a local nursing home.  New members have been welcomed, and 
everyone is looking forward to their 2013 joint concert. 
 

IL [Frank Potempa] 3 choruses: Harmony in Rockford, Normenness & Bjornson in Chicago.  Great 
growth in Rockford [approx. 12] and currently looking for new director.  Normenness & Bjornson 
have been working jointly with other choruses in the area and have been busy with preparations for 
Sangerfest 2012.  
 

MN [Kris Rusten] 1 chorus, – Norwegian Glee Club; Nordkapp officially closed after this Sangerfest.  
The Norwegian Glee Club combined with Nordkapp [8 members].  Now is a very active chorus with 
changing membership demographics.  A most unusual performance occurred at a wedding.  The 
Lutefisk dinner continues to attract a large following.  They are celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
Glee Club. 
 
PCNSA [Phil Overland] Not in attendance but sends greetings. 
 
Nordisk Sangerforbund [Per-Oluf Lund] Not in attendance but sends greetings. 
 
8.  Corresponding Secretary’s report  [Don Berg] 
Berg reported many meetings with members of the executive board and former NSAA presidents 
concerning the review of the bylaws.  He used a form for submitting information about medals this 
year. Requests for medals were received in a timely fashion.  Continued problems exist with regard 
to gold with diamond medals.  Jostens does not set diamonds on medals and other jewelers report 
it is difficult and costly work.  Berg questions whether there should be a formal policy about 
returning the gold with diamond award for future use upon the death of the recipient.  Encouraged 
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returning all old medals when member gets a new one and to only wear the latest medal.  Thanked 
Barb for helping in many ways as well as the other officers of NSAA.   
 

9.  Committee reports 
NSAA Website report [Rich Leake] 
The website was set up seven years ago as a marketing/visibility initiative.  In November, the 
hosting company was changed to make the upkeep of the site more user-friendly reduce the cost.  
After examining usage of the previous site, the website was also redesigned. Since last November, 
we have had over 24,500 hits to the website.  We average almost 500 new visitors per month that 
stay on the site viewing  5-6 pages per visit. People spend varying amount of time on the site, but 
39 people have spent more than 1 hour on the site in the last month.  More common are visits that 
last 5-15 minutes (107 people), although 52 spent 15-30 minutes, and 64 spent 30-60 minutes on 
the site. The top pages visited in order are the home/announcement page, members page, the 
Sangerfest pages, and translations pages.  Visitors to the website have come from over 60 
countries. The top countries viewing the site after the U.S. are Malaysia, Russia, China, Great 
Britain, Germany, Romania, Poland, Netherlands, South Korea, Japan, Ukraine, France, and 
Norway.  It would seem that our marketing objective is being met with the website. 
 

10.  Treasurer’s report  [Francis Peterson] 
Francis Peterson distributed copies of treasurer’s report.  A full report is attached to the official 
minutes.  Peterson reported receipts of $22,634.07 [memberships, Sanger-Hilsen, holiday 
greetings, 2010 Sangerfest] and Disbursements of $16,707.59 [Sanger-Hilsen printing costs of 
$8195.21]. Current Balance of $12,957.44.  The Sanger-Hilsen account showed receipts of 
$16,031.00 and disbursements of $14,720.21 with an overall balance of $2,732.79.  Total of NSAA 
cash and investments is $28,841.75.   It was moved and seconded to accept the financial report.  
Motion passed.   
 

11.  Auditor’s report 
Audit Committee [Thor Fjell, Jon Lewis, and Curt Hepner]:  The audit committee reported excellent 
documentation; all expenditures and income were duly noted.   
 

12.  Sanger-Hilsen Editor’s report  [Don Berg] 
Berg thanked Dennis Barnaal, who serves as technical assistant and co-editor, and various 
correspondents for their reports.  Pictures in color have been positively received and the quality of 
Sanger-Hilsen in general has been very good.  Information about Sangerfest is kept up-to-date in 
Sanger-Hilsen and on the website.  Berg referenced the financial status of Sanger-Hilsen as 
reported by Treasurer Peterson.  There is probable need for thoroughly reviewing the subscription 
list and removing some names.  Questions have been raised about the chorus index fee.  Berg 
requested that information and index changes be sent to Barnaal. The Leakes have been adding 
back issues to the website after being sent by Barnaal.  Current issues will continue to be mailed 
and previous issues will be archived on the website.  [Overrun of copies are stored with Berg.]   
 

13.  Review and determine the honoraria, membership dues, subscription rates, etc.  
Motion was made and seconded to continue current dues and subscription rates, and to add $100 to 
honoraria. Motion passed.   
 

14.  Unfinished business 
NSAA Constitution revision.  [Francis Peterson] 
The NSAA Constitution and bylaws were approved at 2010 Sangerfest and are currently being filed 
with the Secretary of State in SD.  [Completed in July 2012]  Current bylaws will be posted on the 
NSAA website following this meeting.   
 

15.  New business 
PCNSA Norway trip:  [Thor Fjell] 
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Working relationship with PCNSA continues.  The PCNSA is planning a trip to Norway for 2013.  
NSAA members have been invited to accompany and sing with PCNSA group. There is an 
opportunity for NSAA members to sing earlier at Frogner Park, and two concerts on June 28 and 
June 30 were discussed.  A motion was made to approve a 2013 trip to Norway and was seconded; 
no vote taken although much discussion occurred.  A substitute motion was made to acknowledge 
the PCNSA 2013 trip to Norway with travel arrangements to be made by PCNSA. Motion made, 
seconded, and passed.   
 

Future Sangerfests:  [Roger Buhr] 
Luren President Roger Buhr indicated that Luren would be willing to host either the 2016 Sangerfest 
or the 2018 Sangerfest [in conjunction with Luren’s 150th].  Motion made and seconded to accept 
2018 invitation.  Motion passed.  It was noted that NSAA is still searching for a 2016 host chorus.   
 

Return of Medals:  [Don Berg]   Motion made to return previous medals to NSAA upon receiving 
subsequent medals, and diamond medals returned to NSAA upon death of members.  After some 
discussion, motion seconded. Questions raised on the purpose of returning medals and the cost of 
medals. Much opposition to the motion was expressed. Motion failed.  
 

Other -- Continued Recognition:  Motion made to continue to honor NSAA members celebrating 
more than 20 Sangerfests. Motion seconded and passed.   
 

16.  Invitation for the next Sangerfest   [Herb Nelson] 
Norwegian Glee Club invites all choruses to Minneapolis for 2014 Sangerfest, June 12-14, 2014.  
Nelson gave a brief overview of arrangements in process.  It was moved, seconded, and passed to 
accept the invitation. 
 

17.  Election of officers (voice vote unless otherwise noted) 
President:  Herb Nelson, Stillwater, MN 
Vice President at Large: Thor Fjell, Naperville, IL 
Recording Secretary: Richard Leake, Decorah, IA 
Corresponding Secretary: Donald Berg, Decorah, IA 
Treasurer: Francis Peterson, Decorah, IA 
Grand Marshal: James Slostad, St. Paul, MN 
Assistant Grand Marshal: Frank Potempa, Des Plaines, IL 
Director-in-Chief: Dr. David E. Judisch, Decorah, IA 
Assistant Director:  Carsten Slostad, Minneapolis, MN   (elected by written ballot) 
Past President:  Roger Stavnem, Hanover Park, IL 
 

18.  It was noted that the State Vice-Presidents remain the same except the new MN Vice-President 
will be Norman Arlandson, Minneapolis, MN 
 

Adjournment 
Moved, seconded, and passed to adjourn at 11:12am. 
 
 
 
NSAA biennial business 
meeting, June 16, 2012 
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VETERANS CHORUS MINUTES 

June 15, 2012 St Charles , IL 
 

    The Veterans Chorus  Brunch and Business meeting was held at the New Orleans ballroom, at 
Pheasant Run Resort in  St. Charles, IL on June 15, 2012. 
    The business meeting was called to order by President Lillie at 9: 50 A.M.  Forty five veterans 
were in attendance. 
    Larry Lubbert, Secretary/treasurer read the minutes of the 2010 meeting.  A motion was made, 
seconded to accept the minutes as read.  Motion passed. 
    The financial report was read. As of 13 June 2012, the account balance was  $358.18. A motion 
was made and seconded to accept the report as read.  Motion passed. 
    Director Bernhard Gluth was called upon for his comments concerning the Veterans Chorus 
performance. He was pleased with the number of participants, as well as the performance. He 
thanked the individual chorus directors for preparing Veterans for their two numbers.  Mr. Gluth 
indicated his biggest job was to select appropriate music for the Parade of Choruses.  He has 
reviewed past chorus numbers and takes in to consideration any suggestions from individual 
veterans.  He then requested individual members to give him suggestions of their favorite songs for 
future reference 
    President Lillie called for any old business. No items were brought up for consideration. 
    New business was called for: 
     President Lillie opened a discussion of the background of the Veterans Chorus’ organizational 
structure.  No constitution, no by-laws and no real reason to have officers except someone to 
coordinate the brunch with host choruses and manage the meager funds in the treasury.  We really 
are a social organization dedicated to camaraderie of the older members.   
    He made the following Motion: 
" I move that the formal organization of the Veterans Chorus be abolished and replaced by a single 
Chairman.  The Chairman will be responsible for coordination of activities with the host chorus, the 
disposition of existing and future funds, and chair the election of the Veterans Chorus Director." 
    The motion died for lack of a second. 
    The election of officers was held. 
     A motion was made to nominate Ronald Beck for President. The motion was seconded, and 
approved. 
    A motion was made to nominate Robert Lillie as Vice President.  Motion was seconded and 
passed. 
    There were no additional nominations from the floor for Secretary/Treasurer. Larry Lubbert, 
agreed to take the position for one more term. It was so moved, seconded and passed. 
     Bjørn Lasserud was nominated for Marshal. Motion was seconded and passed. 
    Nominations for Director were opened. A motion to nominate Bernhard Gluth for director was 
made. A second motion to nominate Wayne Mitchell as director was made. A hand vote was taken 
and Bernhard Gluth was reelected as director of the Veterans chorus. 
    A motion was made that the Veterans Chorus donate $100 to the Center for Western Studies at 
Augustana College.  The motions was seconded and passed. 
    A member of the Norwegian Glee Minneapolis reported they will be celebrating their 100th 
Anniversary in 2014, and they are looking forward to hosting the next Sangerfest. 
    A voluntary collection to assist with the Veterans chorus account resulted in raising $135 . 
    The meeting was adjourned at 10:15, followed by a excellent brunch. 
 
Submitted by Larry L. Lubbert Sec./Treas.   
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NSAA Vice Presidents’ Meeting 

    On Friday, June 15 at the 2012 Sangerfest there was a meeting of the state vice 
presidents and the vice president-at-large.  The subject matter was new singer 
recruitment.  This has been an ongoing concern for NSAA choruses, especially 
considering our numbers.  An interesting footnote is we learned that six NSAA choruses 
have their own websites.  This provides an opportunity to link with other websites including 
NSAA.  Our contact for this is Penny and Richard Leake, tel. (563)382-3796, e-mail: 
leakeric@luther.edu 
    Other suggestions discussed are as follows: 
1.  Chorus Schedule to include once a month performances to increase recruitment 
potential. 
2.  Having a chorus tri-fold brochure available to new singer prospects and also having 
individual chorus member business cards to hand out. 
3.  Submitting ads in local papers regarding singer recruitment and chorus events. Usually 
there is no cost for this because it is in the public events section. 
4.  Perhaps a singer is also a member of a local Sons of Norway Lodge where an ongoing 
ad could be used in their newsletter. 
5.  Over the years it seems that just asking and reasking potential singers to join has 
produced favorable results. 
    I would appreciate any and suggestions regarding this matter.  It seems because of zero 
immigration quotas since the 1970s, our target should be second and third generation 
Norwegians.  (Other nationalities are welcome too.  Ed.) 
Tel. (630)479-4233     Home fax. (630)369-4233 
e-mail:  thorfjell@comcast.net   
NSAA Vice President at large, Thor Fjell 
 

Update on 2013 Singers’ Tour of 
Norway 

    A joint concert with the Klang 
Mannskor and NSAA in Lillehammer 
has been added on June 28, 2013.  The 
previously discussed annual 
Independence Day celebration on June 
30 in Frogner Park, Oslo has been 
confirmed.  This moves the departure 
date from June 30 to June 26 and 
means some increased cost, to be 
determined. 
    The key element here is active 
participation of NSAA members.  
This makes the tour 16 days rather 
than 12.  A consideration is the 
opportunity presented to us; no one is 
getting any younger. 
    Information from PCNSA indicates 
they have 53 singers and 36 

companion guests as interested 
participants in this tour.  We won’t be 
lonely!                             Thor Fjell 
 
ÿ  Yes, I am interested in receiving 
information regarding the Norway 
2013 Tour. 
Name:_________________________ 
Address: _______________________ 
Telephone: _____________________ 
e-mail:_________________________ 
ÿ Singer                     ÿ Non-Singer 
 
Return to: 
 Thor Fjell 
 1041 W Ogden #118 
 Naperville IL   60563 
Tel:  630-479-4233 
Fax: 630-369-4233 
e-mail:  thorfjell@comcast.net 

mailto:leakeric@luther.edu
mailto:thorfjell@comcast.net
mailto:thorfjell@comcast.net
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Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers’ Association 

Grand Concert Program  June 23, 2012 
 
Ed Amundson, Director-in-Chief        Dr. Jon Malmin, Assistant Director in Chief 
Dr. Alf L. Knudsen, Director Emeritus   Dr. Jeffrey Highland, Piano Accompanist 

Sven-Ivar Olsen, Concert Host 
The National Anthems 

Ja, vi elsker 
The Star Spangled Banner 

 
Sangerfest Grand Chorus 

 
Gud signe Norigs land                                                     Arne Garborg/Oscar Borg 
Doggdropen                                             Oddmund Haugen/Gunstein Draugedalen 
           Arr. Tor Welo/Gunstein Draugedalen 

Thelma Johannesen, Soprano 
Christian Sanches, Violin 

Steve Jensen, Guitar 
Gamle Norig            Ivar Aasen/David Monrad Johansen 
My Heart’s in the Highlands                                        Robert Burns/Donald Moore 
Onward, Ye Peoples                                            Marshall Kernochan/Jean Sibelius 
Rett som ørnen stiger (Sangen)                                                                    L. Spohr 
Aftensolen                                          Arr. Peter Butler, Ed. Steve and Billie Jensen 

Thelma Johannesen, Soprano 
John Danke, Accompanist 

En Drøm                            Edvard Grieg 
Med en vannlilje           Edvard Grieg 
Solveigs Sang              Henrik Ibsen/Edvard Grieg 

 
Intermission 

 
Sangerfest Grand Chorus 

Goin’ Home            William Arms Fisher/Anton Dvorak 
Erik Eliason, Tenor 

Peter Butler, Baritone 
Sangerfest Grand Chorus 

 
En glad trall           Gustav Fröding/Felix Köling 
Eternal Father, Strong to Save      William Whiting/Bryceson Treharne/J.B. Dykes 
Herre Gud, ditt dyren navn       Peter Dass/ Norwegian Folk Melody, Arr. J. Olsen 

Christian Sanchez, Violin 
Brumbasken I Bumba (Bådn Låt)                                                        Edvard Grieg 
Gud signe vårt dyre fedreland                Oscar Borg/ T. Elian Blix/ C. E. F. Weyse 
I’ll Fly Away                    Spiritual 
Landkjenning            Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson/Edvard Grieg 

Peter Butler, Baritone 
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    Pictured: at left is newly elected 
PCNSA President Dr. Jeff Highland, 
and Per-Olof Lund, Secretary General 
of the Nordisk Sangerforbund.  Dr. 
Highland is a long-time Sangerfest 
accompanist from Camano Island 
WA, who recently retired as Provost 
and Vice President of St. Mary’s 
University, Winona MN after a 32 
year career at the institution. 
    Mr. Lund is from Sandvik, Sweden 
and participates in PCNSA 
Sangerfests as a member of the 
Norsemen Chorus of Eugene OR. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pheasant Run Resort, St. Charles IL, 
site of Sangerfest 2012 
 
 
 

TOAST TO DAVID       (Tune: “On Top of Old Smokey”) 
 

    As part of the program at the party for Dr. David Judisch and Gail upon his 
retirement from the Music Department at Luther College, the Luren Singers sang 
the following Toast to David. 
 

1. Our dear, Dr. Judisch, before we sit down we'd all like to make you the "Toast of the 
Town". 
2. We're proud of the record and all that you've done to give Luther College such opera 
fun. 
3. You help us to sing like a good "Norge" choir, one Ole and Lena would really admire. 
4. You stress that we pronounce our words with a flare and sing the Norwegian like we 
have lived there. 
5. We know it's not easy to get us to smile when our disposition is "funeral" style. 
6. We all need to be told to hold music high and look just above it and see eye to eye. 
 7. How will we know when to come in on cue? It's only by keeping attention on you. 
8. And then there's that one spot that calls for a rest. You don't want a solo so silence is 
best. 
9. Just keep lining us up before each concert. A big herd of old cats, we're sometimes 
inert! 
10. We party at Christmas and prize Gail and you who hand out the gag gifts with humor 
so true. 
11. We know that we pay you inadequately,yet you and Gail give back so unselfishly. 
12. Please keep on directing us year after year as part of retirement that you will hold dear. 
 

       Written by Roger Buhr, President of Luren 2011-2012. 
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Norwegian Singers Association 

of America, Inc. 
(www.nsaaonline.org) 

Pacific Coast Norwegian 
Singers Association 

(www.pcnsa.org) 
Club Membership Index 

 
ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO 

Bjornson Male Chorus 
Rehearsals: Each Tuesday 8:00 p.m. at V.F.W. Hall; 
Camfield and Higgins Road, Park Ridge, IL 60068. 
President: John Lee, 738 Bent Ridge Lane, Elgin, IL 60120, 
tel. (847) 741-4210; Secretary: George Michals, 5236 
Arlington Drive West, Hanover Park, IL 60103; Director: 
Edwin Kramer, 32600 East Lane, Grayslake, IL 60030, tel. 
(847) 546-2050. 
 

Normennenes Singing Society 
Rehearsal each Tuesday evening at 8PM (except July and 
August) at the Estonian House, P.O. Box 95, Lincolnshire, 
IL 60069. tel: (847)537-8016. President: Thor Fjell, 1041 
W. Ogden Ave. #118, Naperville, IL 60563. Tel: (630)369-
4233, cell: (630) 479-4233, thorfjell@comcast.net. 
Recording Secretary: Frank Potempa, 1788 W. Sherwood 
Rd., fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net  Director: Charles Kessell, 
6042 W. Grace St., Chicago, IL 60634. Tel: (773)481-5941, 
cell (773)858-5325, perc55@juno.com. 
 

ROCKFORD 
Harmony Singing Society 

Rehearsal each Tuesday 7:30 p.m.at our Club: 1104 15th 
Ave. Rockford, IL 61104.  President: Jim Wolf, 1104 15th 
Ave., Rockford, IL 61104, tel (815) 965-7833.; 
Corresponding Secretary: Dan Lindberg 214 Rome Ave. #2 
Rockford, IL 61107. Tel. (815) 229-0625.  
Danielalindberg@CS.COM    Director: Paul Steffan, 4225 
Barley Ridge Tr., Cherry Valley IL 61016, tel (815) 289-
8077. 

IOWA 
SIOUX CITY 

Nordic Male Chorus 
Rehearsals: Every Monday night, 7:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 315 Hamilton Blvd. Sioux City, Iowa 
51103; President: Gary Munson, 3303 Court St., Sioux City, 
IA 51104, tel. (712) 277-1428; Corresponding Secretary: 
Robert R. Hansen, 20 Eastview Drive, Sioux City, OA 
51106 ((712) 258-7445 gregors5@juno.com; Director: 
Charles Schuett, 5040 Stone Ave., Sioux City, IA 51106, tel. 
(712) 276-2328, scschuett@aol.com. 
 

DECORAH 
Luren Singing Society 

Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 7:30 p.m. at Thomas 
Roberts High School. President:   Roger Buhr, 105 Randall 
Dr, Decorah IA 52101, (563) 382-3088 buhr@mchsi.com.  
Corresponding Secretary: Donald L. Berg, 407 Leif Erikson 
Drive, Decorah, IA 52101-1038, tel. (563) 382-5727; 
Director: Dr. David Judisch, 814 Fifth Ave., Decorah, IA 
52101, tel. (563) 382-9222 judiscda@luther.edu. 

 
 
 

MINNESOTA 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Norwegian Glee Club 
Rehearsal: Each Thursday evening at the Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd, 4801 France Ave. So., Edina, MN. 
President: Herb Nelson 620 Oak St W, Stillwater MN 
55082-5624 (651)587-4819 herbert.nelson@comcast.net ; 
Corresponding Secretary: Charles Engh, 7642 Prairie 
Flower Blvd., Chanhassen, MN 55317, tel. (952)401-8838; 
cbengh@hotmail.com Director: Carsten Slostad, 1065 
Portland Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104-7011; tel. (651) 291-
8639 carstonian@hotmail.com . 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
SIOUX FALLS 

Minnehaha Mandskor 
Rehearsal: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Center For Active 
Generations, 2300 W. 46th St., Sioux Falls, SD. President:  
Kirk Preheim, 47784 Julie Rd, Sioux Falls SD 57108.  
Tel.(605)743-2102, Cell (605)351-5183, 
preheimkirk@sdtv.com.  Corr. Secretary: Robert Stenberg, 
313 Washington Ave., Dell Rapids, S.D. 57022; (605)428-
3911, abstenberg@goldenwest.net Director: Terry Walter, 
2708 West Oak St., Sioux Falls, SD 57105, tel. (605) 339 
0607, <clefdwellers_on_oak@juno.com>. 
 

Norse Glee Club 
Rehearsal: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Nordic Hall. 
President: Robert Amend, 46458 267th St., Hartford, SD 
57033-6917. Tel. (605)361-2061; Corresponding Secretary: 
Gail Kristensen, 11 W. 17th St., Apt. #121, Sioux Falls, SD 
57104, tel. (605)731-5281. Director: Lyle E. Kroon, 1216 
Sunset Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57105, tel. (605) 335-1624. 
 

CANTON 
Grieg Male Chorus 

Rehearsals: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Canton Good 
Samaritan Center.  President: Bill Kortemeyer, 406 E. 
Poplar Dr., Canton, SD 57013, tel. (605) 764-9060. 
ringshanks@iw.net Corresponding Secretary: Jerry Holter, 
28724 480th Ave., Canton, SD 57013, tel. (605) 987-2161; 
Director: Lane Karli, 3401 S. Grace Ave., Sioux Falls SD 
57103-7219, (605) 275-5591. lrkarli@sio.midco.net 

 

WISCONSIN 
MADISON 

Edvard Grieg Chorus 
2262 Winnebago, Madison, WI 53704 
Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. President: Steve 
Christenson, 519 N. Harrison St., Stoughton WI 53579, 
(608) 873-9846 steveKrisC@yahoo.com; Corresponding 
Secretary: Dick Johnston, 26 Chautauqua Tr.., Madison WI 
53719, (608) 833-6284 ; Director: Mark W. Everson, 711 
Highway #106, Edgerton, WI 53534, tel. (608) 884-9398 
evers11111@aol.com. 
 

SIOUX VALLEY SINGERS 
ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS: 
President:: Curt Hepner, 321 N. Lincoln St., Canton SD 
57013-1721 (605)764-2914 mycurt@sio.midco.net. Vice 
President: Ed Stone, 2009 3rd Ave, So. Sioux City NB 
68776 (402)494-2956  jeston7@longlines.com 
Secretary: Ronald Beck, 28206 465th St., Lennox, SD 
57039, tel. (605) 647-2851, beckpardoxr@speednet.com; 
Treasurer: David Stene, 6109 Canary Place, Sioux Falls, SD 
57107-1076, tel. (605) 332-2055; Director: Lyle Kroon, 
1216 Sunset Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57105, tel. (605) 335-
1624. 

mailto:herbert.nelson@comcast.net
mailto:cbengh@hotmail.com
mailto:carstonian@hotmail.com
mailto:preheimkirk@sdtv.com
mailto:abstenberg@goldenwest.net
mailto:fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net
mailto:perc55@juno.com.
mailto:Ringshanks@iw.net
mailto:Lrkarli@sio.midco.net
mailto:evers11111@aol.com
mailto:scschuett@gateway.net.
mailto:judiscda@luther.edu.
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PACIFIC COAST NORWEGIAN 

SINGERS ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS: 
President:Jeffrey Highland; 76 Utsalady Road, Camano 
Island, WA 98292. (360)387-5285 highland@smumn.edu  
Vice President: Pete Petersen, 713 E 7th Ave. Ellensburg 
WA 98926, (509) 607-9406 o.petersen@gmail.com.; 
Secretary: Claire Egtvedt, 5904 96th St SW, Mukilteo WA 
98275 (425) 347-4944 chegtvedt@comcast.net; Treasurer: 
Jeff Tremblay, 18724 Soundview Dr, Stanwood WA 98292 
(360) 652-0371 jtremb2@aol.com  ; Trustees: California: 
Sven Olsen, 2991 Jacks Creek Pl, El Cajon CA 92020 
(760)735-6171 svenio@sbcglobal,net ; Oregon: Neil 
Haugen, 9140 Hoffman Rd, Independence OR 97351 
(503)838-3316 hoffman@haugensgaleri.com  ;Washington: 
Russ Oberg, 5650 24th Ave NW #603, Seattle WA 98107 
(206)362-5913 russ@obergltc.com ,Trustee at Large: Rick 
Perkins, 6001 N 40th St Tacoma WA 98407 (253)272-7286 
erperk@comcast.net  

CALIFORNIA 
OAKLAND 

Normanna Glee Club 
Rehearsal: Each Monday at 8:00 p.m., Bjornson Hall, 2258 
MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA 94602. President: Howard 
Hansen, 149 Tharp Drive, Moraga, CA 94556, tel. (510) 
376-7611; ,Secretary: Robert Brewer, 15 Castle Park Way, 
Oakland, CA 94611, tel. (510) 531-9684, 
jugjockp47@aol.com; Director: Dick Meyer, 3440 Adell 
Ct., Apt. 2, Oakland, CA 94602, tel. (510) 482-4714, 
meyersfbe@aol.com. 

SACRAMENTO 
Nordik Sangkor 

Rehearsal: Second Sundays, 1 :30 p.m., at Advent Lutheran 
Church, 5901 San Juan Ave., Citrus Heights, CA. Contact 
person/director: Walter Braafladt. President: Walter 
Braafladt, 4174 Dena Way, Sacramento, CA 95821, tel. 
(916) 482-7919, wbraafladt@softcom.net; Secretary: Rolf 
Owre, 145 Baxter Ave., Sacramento, CA 95818, tel: (916) 
925-8409; Director: Walter Blaafladt, 4174 Dena Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95821, tel: (916) 4827919, 
wbraafladt@softcom.net. 

SAN DIEGO 
San Diego Mannskor 

Rehearsal: every Monday at Calvary Lutheran Church, 424 
Via De La Valle, Solana Beach, CA 92075. President: Sven 
I. Olsen, 2991 Jacks Creek Pl. Escondido, CA 92027, tel. 
(760) 735-6171, svenio@sbcglobal.net; Secretary: Jon 
Homerud, 3354 Bonica Woods Dr., Bnita, CA 91902 (619) 
470-8745 holmerud@cox.net; Director: Joyce Olsen, 2991 
Jacks Creek Place, Escondido, CA 92027, tel. (760) 735-
6171, joyceolsen@mac.com. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Norwegian Male Chorus 

Rehearsal: Meets every Tuesday 7:00 p.m. at the Norwegian 
Club, 1900 Fell St., San Francisco, CA. President: Herleiv 
Storseter, 235 Brentwood Ave., San Francisco, CA 94103 
tel: (415) 344-0204; Secretary: Mark Mathisen, 1601 
Oakwood Dr., San Mateo, CA 94403 tel: (650) 574-2935, 
dchouse@earthlink.net; Director: Rebecca Stein, 204 
Roseann, Pittsburg, CA 94565, tel. (925) 432-1120, 
beccab63@hotmail.com. 

OREGON 
EUGENE 

The Norsemen 
Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Sonja Lodge #38, 
Sons of Norway, 710 McKinley, Eugene, OR 97402. 
President: Mike Bagaason, 2060 Bailey Hill Rd., Eugene, 
OR 97405, tel. (541) 687-2562, bagaason@rio.com; 
Secretary: Roger Ness, 3079 Stapp Dr. Eugene, OR 97408, 
tel. (541) 505-7769, rdpjness@hotmail.com; Director: Ed 

Amundson,  29453 Culver Lane, tel. (541) 998-6329 
amundson@peak.org 

SALEM 
Thorsmen 

Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church Annex, 1198 Lannsing Avenue North East, 
Salem, OR 97303. President: Robert Johnson, 16485 
Oakdale, Dallas OR 97338; Secretary: Roger Vinyard, 4085 
47th Ave. NE, Salem OR 97305; Director: Peter Butler, 
31869 Eastway, Lebanon, OR 97355, tel. (503) 259-2006, 
whitewolf@proaxis.com. 

WASHINGTON 
BELLINGHAM 

Norwegian Male Chorus 
Rehearsals every Tuesday evening, 6:00 pm at the Norway 
Hall, 1419 North Forest St., Bellingham WA.  President: 
Larry Peterson. Tel. (360) 935-1110.  Secretary: Jim 
Florence.  Director: Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd., 
Bellingham, WA 98226, tel. (360) 966-3132, 
stmjensen@earthlink.net, cell phone 303-3919. 

EVERETT 
Norwegian Male Chorus 

Normanna Hall, 2725 Oaks Avenue 
Everett, Washington 98201 

Rehearsals are held every Wednesday evening, 7:30 p.m. at 
Normanna Hall; President: Allen Feris tel. (360) 435-3144, 
Feris_Allen@msn.com; Secretary: Robert Bruland, tel. 
(425)335-1150 r.bruland@frontier.com . Director: Steve 
Jensen, 2694 Goshen Road, Bellingham, WA 98226, tel: 
(360) 966-3132, stmjensen@earthlink.net. cell: 
(389)393-3919 

POULSBO 
Vestre Sund Mannskor 

Meets every Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at Grieg Hall, Sons of 
Norway, 18891 Front St., Poulsbo, WA 98370. President: 
Stan Overby, 29311 Beach Dr., Poulsbo, WA 98370, tel: 
(360) 779-2460; Secretary: Robert Ellerby, 1261 Cameo 
Court, Poulsbo, WA 98370, tel: (360) 598.4831; 
Director:Kathy Haug, 21050 Fern St. Indianola WA 98342. 
Tel. (360) 908-9806. Kathy@meland.com. 

SEATTLE 
Norwegian Male Chorus 

Rehearsal: Every Monday evening 7:30 p.m. Nordic 
Heritage Museum, 3014 N.W. 67th Street, Seattle, WA 
98117. Officers: President: Howard Slauson, 6318 189th Pl, 
Lynnwood WA 98036, (425)774-4635, 
howardslauson@comcast.net;  Corresponding Secretary: 
A.J. Skurdal, 3246 NE 104th St. Seattle WA 98125, 
tel(206)525-2524, askurdal@aol.com; Director: Robert G. 
Johnston, 4707 NE 192 Pl., Lake Forest Park, 98155, tel. 
(206)362-1094, bobsings@gohuskies.com 

Skagit Valley Manskor 
PO Box 481, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 

Rehearsal every Monday at 7:00 PM at Abel Lodge, 21098 
2nd St. Conway WA 98238,. Officers: President: Jeff 
Highland tel. (360)387-5285. highland@smumn.edu 
Secretary Skip Ingraham tel (360)387-6168. Director Steve 
Jensen, Bellingham WA, 98226 Cell phone 360-303-3919 
stmjensen@earthlink.net. 

TACOMA 
Normanna Male Chorus 

Rehearsal: Each Monday 7:00 p.m., Gloria DeI Lutheran 
Church, 3315 South 19th Street, Tacoma, Wash. President: 
Erick Perkins, 6001-N 40th St; Tacoma WA 98407, tel. 
(253)272-7286, erperk@comcastl.net Secretary: Loren 
Jangaard, 5917 34th St NW, Gig Harbor WA 98335, tel. 
(252)265-2312, jangaardl@hatmail.com; Director: Jon 
Malmin, 14211 Peacock Hill Ave, Gig Harbor WA 98332, 
(tel) (253)514-8677, jmalmin2@comcast.net 
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The DuPage Symphony Orchestra is seated with the NSAA mass chorus shortly 
before the Grand Concert on June 16, 2012. 
 
All Sangerfest photographs are by Dennis Barnaal.  Barnaal assists editor Don 
Berg in the production of SangerHilsen.   Send e-mail to barnaade@luther.edu  
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