Soloist Joel Timmerman and a portion of Luren Singers at the Christmas Concert

2017 at Decorah Lutheran Church in Decorah.

LUREN SINGING SOCIETY

Decorah IA

With extra meetings to plan for our
Sangerfest next Spring, we were glad
to not have a busy concert schedule in
November. There were two deaths of
retired singers, whose obituaries will
appear elsewhere in this issue.

On Saturday, Dec. 2", we did our
customary caroling at four sites. This
was equal to two full concerts, and
gave us more rehearsal time, as we

Photo by Kari (Barnaal) Yearous

(continued on page

10)

NSAA President’s Column

The theme that our Steering
Committee has chosen for Sangerfest
2018 is “CELEBRATE! Our
Norwegian Heritage.” We will be
marking the 150" anniversary of
Luren Singers as well as the 126™
anniversary of the Norwegian Singers
Association of America. We decided
to emphasize our specific Norwegian
roots because Luren Singers was
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formed by four immigrants from
Norway, and we are the Norwegian
Singers Association of America.

A variety of Norwegian pieces will
be sung during the Parade of
Choruses. In the Grand Concert we
will be singing Halfdan Kjerulf’s
Norges Fjelde, Alfred Paulsen’s
Norge, mitt Norge, Ole Olsen’s
Fanevagt, and two pieces by Edvard
Grieg, Ved Rondane and
Landkjending. So during the two
concerts the members of the audience
will hear many lovely pieces that
specifically celebrate our Norwegian
Heritage. A Norwegian men’s chorus
will also be singing at the event.

Roger Buhr, NSAA President

About Bjornson’s Banner

Dear Singer Brothers and Ladies:

I would like to start out by saying
Thank You to our NSAA President
Roger Buhr for his fine article about
the banner of the Luren Singing Soci-
ety. It stirred fond memories of our
own Bjornson Male Chorus banner,
which | have been privileged to carry
for many Syttende Mai parades.

Our banner was drawn by Alan
Hartman, son of Sue and Jim
Hartman, and designed and assembled
by Sue. She is an outstanding seams-
tress who created a two-sided banner
which was first displayed at the 1976
Sangerfest in Decorah IA.

If memory serves me correctly, all
of us in the Association, singers and

ladies, participated in a parade
through downtown Decorah.

Sue and husband Jim, a longtime
singer with Bjornson and a past Presi-
dent of Bjornson, currently reside in
Florida. Before retiring to Florida Jim
had received his diamond medal for
20 Sangerfests and 40 years of singing
in our baritone section

Sue was a past-president of our
Ladies’ Auxiliary, and provided many
open-faced sandwiches to the singers
on multiple nights after rehearsals.

On Aug. 16, 2017 Sue and Jim
celebrated their 70" wedding anniver-
sary. They were two teenagers in
love, and they made it work!  We
look forward to displaying our banner
once again in Decorah in just a few
short months from now.

Respectfully submitted,

Roger and Leslie Stavnem

NORDIC MALE CHORUS
Sioux City 1A

The Chorus news this month is
marked by holiday music and, sadly,
the death of a former Bass singer, Bill
Brockhaus. He sang with the Nordics
for any years and fell to illness.

Meantime the Chorus joined with
spouses and others for several holiday
concerts. Rehearsal of Yuletide music
preceded programs at three retirement
homes as well as for the annual
Christmas dinner of the Scandinavian
Society.

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

What do you call a kid who does
not believe in Santa? A rebel without
a Claus.




Nov.-Dec. 2017

SANGER-HILSEN 3

Bob Hansen, Corr. Sec.
NORWEGIAN GLEE CLUB
Minneapolis MN

We have just finished a rapid
concert period with dates of Oct. 14,
24, 30, Nov. 4 and 8, and now the
focus is on our Yule Concert at
Mindekirken Dec. 17". At our lutefisk
dinners we were honored by the
presence  of the Islandsmoen
Mannskor from Moss, Norway, both
to eat and to sing.

We had a large packed audience for
our concert at the 7500 York complex
in Edina. A special treat was to see
former singer Ron Hemstad and his
lovely wife Betty in the audience.
Ron is making good progress in the
healing process, and we hope to see
him return to sing.

At our concert at the Ridges in
Bloomington, it was wonderful to see
in the front row former singers Bob
Berndt with wife Joanne, and Roger
Ronson with wife Susan.

Our Christmas luncheon party will
be at the Double-Tree Hotel in
Bloomington on Dec. 3  The
wonderful  Auxiliary ladies are
arranging this festive event, assisted
by the program being put together by
our Entertainment Manager, Joe
Campion. Gudmund Julseth, director
of our wild pack of Norwegians (and
Danes) is already scheduling rehear-
sals of the songs they grew up with.
It’s always a classic as they stumble
around the tree, wearing their Santa
Claus hats.

We have other great news too; we
have lowered the average age of our
singers. A good-looking young Nor-
wegian has joined us. His name is
Oscar Toftegaard. He was born at
Stavanger in the late summer of 1984,

He grew up on a farm in central
Sweden with two older brothers. His
father, now retired, was a chemical

engineer with  ConocoPhillips in
Norway. His mother is a doctor’s
assistant.

Oscar Toftegaard

Oscar attended a music high school
in Orebro, Sweden, and then went on
to get a chemical engineering degree
at the University in Stavanger. Oscar
met his future wife Anne, a Northern
Minnesota girl, who was visiting a
couple mutual friends in Norway. He
moved to the US in 2017, and is now
waiting for his Green Card. He is a
wonderful addition to our tenor
section. A special thanks to Anne for
bringing Oscar to Minnesota.

For a smile: I don’t know if this was
said by Groucho Marx or Milton Berle
or another of their vaudeville friends.
“The Harvard School of Medicine did
a study of why Jewish women like
Chinese food so much. The study
revealed that this is due to the fact that
Won Ton spelled backward is NOT
NOW.”

Charles Engh, Corr. Sec.

GRIEG MALE CHORUS
Canton SD
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Holiday  Greetings from the
members of the Grieg Male Chorus
and their families!
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Weekly rehearsals of our Christmas
Selections continue as we prepare for
holiday events. On Dec. 9", we had
the opportunity to perform at the
Lincoln Co. Courthouse Festival of
Trees and Vendor Fair.

- N

Grieg Male Chorus at Lincoln Co.
Courthouse.

We were thrilled to see such a large
turnout as people viewed the multiple
trees decorated by several community
organizations, browsed about the
tables displaying the crafts and talents
of local artists, and listening to

musical entertainment.

On Dec. 11" our chorus had the
pleasure of performing our Christmas
concert in the chapel at Touchmark at
All Saints, a wonderful place to sing.

<4 N
4 o

Grieg Male Chorus at Touchmark.

We were pleased at the large turnout
for our concert. Adding a special
touch to our concert were harp solos

of Christmas selections by resident
Caroline Deinema. Arrangements for
our performance at Touchmark were
made by Chorus member Gerrit Van
DenTop. He also made arrangements
for our Chorus family to celebrate our
annual Christmas party in one of the
dining rooms, where we enjoyed a
catered meal and fellowship. Our
special thanks to Gerrit.

Future events include: celebrating
charter member Julian Holter and his
wife Verna’s 75" wedding anniver-
sary on Dec. 16™; Julian’s 102" birth-
day on Jan. 1%, concert at Canton
Good Samaritan on Jan. 8"; and post-
Christmas concert to benefit LOVE,
Inc. on Jan. 14",

Julian and Verna Holter.

Again, greetings to all of you, wish-
ing all of you the blessings of the
beautiful holiday season. pwmamw s

p— 4 -
Jerry Holter, Corr. Sec.

EDVARD GRIEG CHORUS
Madison WI
November and December have
been busy months for our Chorus. In
addition to our annual concert at
Oakwood West Lutheran Retirement
Community in Madison on November
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7, the Chorus devoted its weekly
practices to learning new music for
Sangerfest 2018. Our young director,
Johanthan Schroerlucke, seamlessly
handled his transition, and we are
quickly adjusting to his enthusiasm.

Over the first two weeks of
December we had no fewer than four
performances. Our first Christmas
concert was for members of the Red
Cross of the Constantine on Monday,
December 4 at the Madison Club.
This was a return engagement
following last year’s appearance.
Two of our members, Jon Grinde and
Rolf Killingstad, are members of the
RCC. On Tuesday, December 5, we
sang essentially the same program for
the residents of Prairie Park Senior
Apartments in  Madison. This
performance has become an annual
tradition and usually occurs in the
midst of our first snowstorm of the
season. This year, however, it was a
clear night with no snow.

The following week we again sang
two shows. On December 12 we
performed at the Heritage Senior
Apartments in Middleton, a suburb of
Madison. We followed that up on
December 14 with our Norwegian
Christmas show for members of the
Mandt Sons of Norway Lodge in
Stoughton. It was a sellout crowd that
particularly enjoyed singing along
with the Norwegian and English
Christmas carols.

We wrapped up the year with our
Chorus Christmas Party for members
and their guests on December 19.
This included the traditional Lutheran
potluck organized by our Social
Director, David Druckenbrod. The
program that followed included some
new Norwegian jokes offered by
Dwayne Berg, show tunes sung by

Randy and Diane Schumann, a
musical number by our director, and
the traditional closing carol, O Holy
Night by Brian Gjermo. After a great
night of fellowship, everyone agreed it
was time for our winter break.

All of us in the Grieg Chorus
family extend our Holiday Wishes to
all of our brother singers and their
families. We look forward to seeing
all of you in Decorah for Sangerfest
2018.

BJORNSON MALE CHORUS
Chicago IL
Dear Singer Brothers,

After a quiet autumn, BMC is
chomping at the bit. It's great that the
Christmas season is once again upon
us. We have been working hard on
new material both for Christmas and
the Sangerfest in Decorah.

Our Christmas program will begin
on Sunday, December 3, 2017 at
Minnekirken church in Logan Square,
Chicago. It's always fun to be a part
of their Christmas celebration. The
evening begins with the welcoming
speech by a member from the
Norwegian Consulate  office --
interesting highlights. Then the flow
of beautiful music and song will
inspire the hearts of everyone there.

Our next date is on Tuesday,
December 12th at the Danish
retirement home in Chicago. Two of
our retired singers, Oystein Borsheim
and Thorkil Winther, live there. After
our mini-concert here are several sing-
a-longs of  Christmas  Carols.
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Afterwards we enjoyed the rest of the
evening of fellowship and
refreshments.

Our  annual Christmas
Concert will be on Friday, Dec
15th at the Avalon Banquet
Hall. After the cocktail hour,
the chorus will sing two songs,
then dinner will be served.
After a fine meal, the program
will continue with the chorus
singing several with a couple of solos
in  between. The evening will
conclude with the chorus singing "O
Holy Night," featuring our illustrious
tenor, Ken Michaels.

Our last gig will be on Saturday
Dec. 16" for the Danish Christmas
Program to be held at Edison Park
Lutheran Church to be followed by
refreshments. Then it's off until
January 2018.

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to all!
Leve Sangen,

George Michals, Corr>. -Sec.

MINNEHAHA MANDSKOR
Sioux Falls SD

Greetings from the Mandskor for a
Blessed Christmas!  While many
choirs are busy with performances in
December, we finished ours in
November. We find that preparing
Christmas music uses a lot of our fall

rehearsal time and takes away from

Sangerfest preparation.  Performing
heavily in November also allows our
snowbirds to participate before they

leave. This has been working for us

in recent years.
Mandskor at Trail Ridge Retirement
Community.

We sang at Dow-Rummel
Retirement Community, October 30;
for the Festival of Men’s Voices,
November 12; at Bethany Meadows
Retirement Community in Brandon,
Nov. 19; and at Trail Ridge
Retirement Community, November
20. Our Christmas dinner was held at
the Sioux Valley Electric Building
near Brandon, November 27. We
enjoyed appetizers, a catered meal,
and entertainment by Mogen’s
Heroes. Mandskor member Bill
Hoffman sings with the Heroes, who
were recently named to the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame. Mandskor bass

Bob Viet joined the Heroes in a stellar
performance of Jim Reeves’ hit,
“He’ll Have To Go.” That was a

Bob Viet singing with the Heroes,
with Bill Hoffman on percussion.
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May this be a Season of Joy for us
all as we celebrate the birth of our
Savior!

Respectfully
Submitted,

Terry Walter, Corr. Sec./Dir.

NORSE GLEE CLUB
Sioux Falls SD

On Sunday, November 12th, we
sang, as scheduled and reported
earlier, at the “Festival of Men’s
Voices” held here in Sioux Falls.
Each of the participating choruses
presented two or three individual
numbers, and then the massed chorus
of 100 voices closed the event with
“Roll, Jordan, Roll,” as arranged by
Ruth Morris Gray. Some 1,000
persons were in the audience. A
good-will offering of about $20,000
was gathered. These proceeds will be
used by “The Banquet,” a local
charity, for its “Project SOS.”

We conducted three caroling
concerts at retirement communities
this year. On December 4", we sang,
first, at the Covington Heights nursing
home, and then, as some snow fell and
extensive ice sheets formed, we
moved on to sing at the Inn at
Westport retirement home.
Thankfully, all our members were
able to get to their homes safely
afterwards. On December 18" we
sang at a new retirement community
in our area, Grand Living at Lake
Lorraine. Our new accompanist,
Spencer Smith is on full-time staff
there with “life-enrichment”
responsibilities.  All our audiences

continue to express their appreciation
for our contributions to their holiday
observances.

Shifting away from “music-news”
for a moment, several other items are
worth noting .On Friday, November
3rd, as a fund-raising event, we hosted
some 350 diners at an annual
LUTEFISK supper. We initiated a
“buffet service” procedure this year,
which proved to be quite successful.
Generally, high praise was given by
the diners for the menu, and to the
Glee Club members, their spouses,
and their extended family members
for their efforts.

On Monday evening, December
11", we held a combined anniversary
observance and Christmas dinner
event. We celebrated our 89" year
since formation in 1928. This year,
we decided to have the meal catered
to allow our members and the
auxiliary to more fully enjoy the
evening. One more planned “social”
item is the “Court Whist” evening to
be hosted by George and Judy Regan
at their home in mid-January. It will
be the 19" year for this tradition of
our card-playing, fellowship, and
enjoying good food.

In a change from a tradition, we
will not be taking a musical leave-of-
absence in January this next year. We
will convene on Monday, January 8",
2018 for the purpose of conducting a
business meeting, turning in “old”
music, and filling out our folders with
selections for the NSAA 2018
Sangerfest. Our feeling is that
additional time is needed for this
year’s preparation, and this schedule
will allow for some “harsh-weather”
interruptions that usually occur in Jan-
Mar every year.
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For now, though, I wish you and
yours a very Merry Christmas and a
blessed Happy New Year 2018.

Gail Kristensen, Corr. Sec.

NORMENNENES SINGING
SOCIETY
Chicago IL

On  Tuesday, October 31,
Normennenes began its 148th year as
a Norwegian Male Chorus. A few
days earlier, on October 27" we
marked our 147th Anniversary with a
celebration dinner and concert at
Allgauer's Restaurant in Northbrook.
We enjoyed stories of past NSS
history and shared a delightful
evening with the members and guests
who attended. As we celebrate our
annual anniversary we are reminded
that our 150th Anniversary is
approaching in 2020, and we look
forward to celebrating our rich history
in the events and gatherings that lie
ahead.

On November 21st we held our
Annual Meeting and Election of
Officers. Thor Fjell was elected to
serve as President for the coming
year. Dick Fjeldheim, our outgoing
President, summarized the significant
events of 2017 in his report to the
members. We thank Dick for all the
leadership he provided during the past
year.

We celebrated the start of the
Christmas season with a warm
gathering for dinner, a selection of
Christmas carols and songs, and a
family sing-along on Friday evening,
December 1%,  Again, one of the

banquet halls at Allgauer's provided a
colorful and bright setting for this
annual event.

Two nights later on Sunday,
December 3" Normennenes joined the
Minnekirken Choir, their children's
choir, Crescendo, The Grieg Ladies
Singing Society, the Bjornson Male
Chorus, the Children's Choir of St.
Bartholomew  Church, and the

Chicago  Spelmanslag for The
Norwegian Lutheran Memorial
Church  Christmas  Concert  at
Minnekirken.

Minnekirken at Christmas time,
Chicago IL.

Thanks to Pastor David
Schoenknecht and to Director of
Music at Minnekirken, Dr. Yeeseon
Kwon for their invitation to this
annual event. The music, the warmth
of the church, the festivities and
inviting spread of food in the church
hall afterwards, all contributed to a
feeling of genuine community and a
true Christmas spirit.

Normennenes is again invited to
sing at the Torske Klub annual
Valentine's Dinner, scheduled for
February 10™ at the DesPlaines Elks
Club.

As we enter 2018, and look ahead
to Sangerfest in Decorah, we send our
wishes for a healthy and musically
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rewarding New Year to each of our
fellow NSAA members.

Dan Boyle Corr. Sec.

Luren Singing Society,

Continued from page 1
sang many of our Christmas pieces.
The day ended with a party hosted by
our directors and their wives. We had
to change the location because of a
funeral being held at Good Shepherd
Lutheran that day. We were blessed
with good weather for traveling from
one site to another — no snow or ice!

The weather held for our concert on
Dec. 10" at Decorah Lutheran
Church. A good appreciative crowd
supported us with their presence and
financial donations, which were split
between Disaster Relief and the local
food shelf. The Good Shepherd Band
provided prelude and interlude music.

Also, we took our official picture to
be included in the Sangerfest booklet.
Before the evening meal was served,
another picture was taken of those of
us who had been members since our
125" anniversary year. Of the 15, 14
were present (see photo p. 24).

Now, with Dr. Judisch making his
annual trek to Arizona during January,
we will take our “break” until the 29™.

We did set the date for our 150"
Anniversary party — April 8". More
details will be forthcoming.

Larry Lubbert, one of our long-time
members, who has often headed up
our touring plans, underwent major
heart surgery in LaCrosse. He has
been able to recuperate slowly and is
planning to resume singing when we
return to rehearsals.

Even with our record recruitment of
new members, there are others who
may be joining during the new year.

Following the two obituaries are a
few more new member profiles
Obituary

Willet Miller was born in Fayette
County lowa March 5, 1928, only son
with three sisters. He graduated from
Clermont (1A) High School in 1945,
and married his childhood sweetheart
Lois (Olson) in 1948. They began
farming that year with a registered
dairy herd. He and Lois also raised
five children and have 17
grandchildren and 16 great grand-
children.  Willet sang with Luren for
several years.

Willet died Oct. 26, 2017. His
funeral was held at West Clermont
Lutheran Church where he was
baptized and confirmed, on Nov. 4",
with Pastor Philip Olson (current
Luren member) officiating.

Obituary

Glenn Remmen was born May 21,
1922, at Decorah IA. He had two
brothers and one sister. He attended a
rural school, Decorah High School
and one year of Luther College. He
was a member of the historic Wash-
ington Prairie Lutheran Church from
the time of his baptism.
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Glenn married Ruth (Bullard) Aug.
16, 1944. They farmed most of their
lives on various sites. After retiring to
Decorah, he worked for a local firm.

Glenn enjoyed singing and did two
stints with the Luren Singing Society
as a Second Bass. Not long before his
death he had been teaching some of
his grandchildren the Norwegian
Table Prayer | Jesu Navn.

Glenn and Ruth had one daughter
and one son, who is deceased. They
had three grandchildren, one of whom
is deceased. Glenn’s wife, Ruth, died
Feb. 5" of this year.

Glenn is survived by daughter
Nancy  (Bruce)  Layton, two
grandchildren  and  one  great
granddaughter.

Glenn died Nov. 13". His memorial
service was at Washington Prairie
Lutheran Church. Luren sang We
Shall Walk through the Valley and
Aftensang, as part of the service.

New Luren Members

Kenneth Anderson was born at
LaCrosse WI, but grew up in Spring
Grove MN. He has one older brother,
an older sister and a younger brother.
His father was a farmer of Norwegian
background; his mother was briefly a
teacher, but mostly a housewife.

Kenneth graduated from Spring
Grove High School, then spent two
years at the U of M (farm campus),
and two years at the Vocational
Technical School in Austin MN, in
Farm Mechanics.

He is married to Gretchen with
whom he has two sons. He did not
participate in HS Choir, but has sung
in church and community choirs. He
was invited to join Luren by Jim Gray.

He says, “There’s a lot to learn!”

Don Best is a Presbyterian pastor in
West Union, who was born at Tulsa
OK, youngest of three boys. His
father was a Computer Programmer,
and his mother was manager of an
elementary school cafeteria.

Don was in High School band and
has sung in church choirs. He is a
graduate of Oklahoma State, with his
B.S, in Engineering Technology, and
a Master’s in Adult Education. His
theological education was on-line
through the University of Dubuque.

Don’s wife is Melissa. He has two
step-sons. He has sung in many
choirs and was invited to Luren by
Aaron Bicknese. He sings Second
Bass. Of Luren he says, “It’s a great
group, with lots of dedicated men.”

Craig Cutting is a native of Decorah.
His father and grandfather were both
attorneys. His mother worked in the
law office and at the Winneshiek
Coop. Craig had one now deceased
sister, Judy.
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Craig graduated from Thomas
Roberts High School (Decorah) in
1965 and Luther College in 1971,
with majors in History and Political
Science, and Education minor.

Craig participated in athletics
during High School. His musical
activities were with the Decorah
Kilties, for six years, ages 7-14. He
was a member when the Kilties
participated in the Inauguration of
President Eisenhower in 1957.

Craig has worked as a Prudential
Life Insurance agent for 38 years.

He is of English and German
background, and is married to Ellen
with whom he has four children, two
boys and two girls.

He sings First Bass.

Paul Gray was born at International
Falls MN and was adopted at age 3
via LSS-MN by Jim and Karen Gray.
He grew up in Spring Grove MN.
After high school he attended Waldorf
College in Forest City IA for a short
year. Then he went on to the U. of
Nebraska — Lincoln, for a Business
Major, but without the formal degree.
Paul works for Gundersen Clinics as a
CNA, and drives a bus.

Paul is married to Heather, who is
originally from Dorchester IA, a small
community near Spring Grove. She
was working for Paul’s parents.
There are two children. A son is a
freshman at Luther College, while
their daughter is a High School
sophomore.

Paul sang in High School chorus
and had a music scholarship at Wal-

dorf, where he sang in their choir. He
now sings with his dad in church choir
as well as in the Second Bass section
of Luren. He has known about Luren
for about 20 years, but now has the
opportunity to be in the group, which
he thoroughly enjoys.

/ ) N
Cynthia Joanelle Heck is our new

accompanist. A Junior at Luther, she
is a native of Edina MN, with one

younger brother. Her father works
for Microsoft, her mother for CGI as
an analyst.

C. J., as she prefers, had attended
Maple Grove High School, but did her
Senior year at Perpich Arts High
School. In High School she sang in
the “Partners in Braids” choir.

C. J. began piano lessons at eight,
and began accompanying as a senior.
At Luther she has sung in Aurora and
Collegiate choirs, and now
accompanies Collegiate. She also is
teaching  three  students  and
accompanies the Congregational UCC
choir. After college graduation, she
intends to go on to grad school.

About Luren, she likes the group
and finds it more challenging than the
church choir. This is her first time
accompanying a men’s group.

Don Berg, Corr. Sec.
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ﬁ Normennenes Singing Society k
$ ‘Wishes all of you

ﬁ A Very Merry Christmas k
A

nd

A Happy and Healthy
ﬁ New VYear k

Charles Kessell - Director
Thor Fjell - President

Tele: 630-479-4233 Fmail: thorfjell@concast.net
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WISH YOU A

MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A

HAPPY NEW YEAR

LEVE SANGEN
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Edwin Kramer, Director
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Reger and Dene Fmdakl  Eldon Fndersen  Nerm Braak —_Jon Christephersen
Denald Cesper and Terry Walter  Brace Duncan  Leshie and Wanda FHernes
Welliam ?f;ﬁnm 37:«”‘}/ Ieﬂett, Iarl_y and’ &m’ne Iuinen[urj Derrick MR .enna
Jerry and Koaren Mucher _Johin Nelson and Denna Entringer  Ray and-Bennie Ode
Pt and Marley nn Opsakl  Hans Petersen _James Pellmann  Fnita Preheim
Ray and_Juanita Schnabel Bill and Mary Scheep  Marfan and Carel Velgersdiyk
Rebert and Thecla Viet _Jeo! and Deanna Wehrspann  Dennis and Carel “Wellman

15

Seasons Greetings
A Blessed Christmas And
A Happy New Year

DAVID AND GAIL JUDISCH

DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF
NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA INC.

L2 2K 2K X X K X X

XA NXXEXXX.
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The Edvard Grieg Chorus in Madison
Wisconsin wishes our brother singers
and their families peace, prosperity,
goodwill and good health!

O 0 00O 00-d

WARMEST GREETINGS
For this
CHRISTMAS SEASON
And the coming

NEW YEAR
PACIFIC COAST NORWEGIAN SINGERS’ ASSOCIATION

President: Pete Petersen

Vice President: Jeff Highland
Secretary: Doug Wright

Treasurer: Allen Feris
Director in Chief: Erik Eliason
Assistant Director in Chief: Kathy Haug
PCNSA 2018 Sangerfest will be held June 21-23 in Poulsbo WA
http:pcnsa.org
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NORDIC MALE
CHORUS

Sioux City, lowa

President: Gary Munson
Director: Charles Schuett

AT

liday Greetings
From the
’ Sioux Valley
* Singers Association

Jul Hilsenfra

MinnehahaMandskor Sioux Falls
Norse Glee Club Sioux Falls
Grieg Male Chorus Canton

’Nordic Male Chorus Sioux City

. 2 4

Ray Schnabel, President

David Stene, Treasurer

* Terry Walter, Director

S
S
S
Gail Kristensen, Secretary *
el
S

Lyle Kroon, Assoc. Director ’
RRRRRRRRE

Best Wishes
for a joyous, music filled
Christmas Season

VETERAN CHORUS

Bob Lillie, President
Herb Nelson, Vice-President
Jim Lage, Secretary-
Treasurer
Bernhard Gluth, Director

Merry Christmas
and
Good Wishes
in the
New Year

from the

Grieg Male Chorus
and Auxiliary

Canton, South Dakota
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The angels rejoice at the
birth of the Savior

Donald and Barbara Berg

NSAA Corresponding Secretary /
Editor-Publisher, Sanaer-Hilsen .

Bengt & Lotta angel

It’s time to once again sing the “Songs of the Season”
both sacred and secular, Scandinavian and American.
Blessings on you singers and to those who listen to you!

Roger and Gale Buhr
NSAA President & Wife

NHNNHNDNNADNNH NN

g MERRY CHRISTMAS g GoggJul
A Francis Peterson n GodtNyttar
n NSAA Treasurer n fra
Happy New Year Thor Fjell
7 N NSAA Vice-President at-large

D HARNDNDNND DI Y QU
M R am Eiam R R R

Ff Merry Christmas "g God Jul
and a Blessed and Healthy s Odtoﬂyttér
I New Year ) from
Veterans Chorus Director N@ﬁgeigsdfﬁggﬁcl;gﬁgfy
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Ted Anderson
S Andrew Anderson
=0 Stephen Anderson
Norman Arlandson
\ Frank Berger
‘ Erik Bruun
Z Jeffrey Burrell
Joseph Campion
Jerry Dokka
Connely Dyrud
Peter Dyrud
Charlie Engh
Earl Evenstad
Mark Fideldy-Accompanist
Joe Grodahl
i Bjorn Hagen
Jack Hauer
Phil Heide
Ron Hemstad
Harald Huglen
Einar Johansen

- @9

Karen Anderson

Maggie Campion
Shirley Engh
Shirley Evenstad
Pete Ewald
Gerd Hagen
Florence Hanson
Sharlene Hauer

o

! Betty Hemstad
Karen Knudsen
Anne LiseLasserud

‘,
-
FRRR\ §

)

With Warmest Season’s Greetings
To All of our NSAA Friends

Gudmund Julseth
Bjorn Lasserud
Herb Nelson
Mark Olson
Robert G. Olson
Robert O. Olson
Bent Paulsen
Carl Pedersen
Julian Ronning
Kristen Rusten
Arne Selbyg

Carsten Slostad, Director
James Slostad

Paul Slostad

Dennis Sorheim

Ed Thom

Oscar Toftegaard

Glen Tollefson

Eugene Willms —
John Wilson
Glee Club Auxiliary

Jo Ann Olson
Jackie Olson
Anne Lise Paulsen
Eileen Ronning
Susan Ronsen @)
Gayle Selbyg
Mary Skomsgyvag
Vivian Strand
Jytte Svarre
Alice Waagen
Ruth Willms
DEN NORSKE GLEE CLUB AV
MINNEAPOLIS
4 O\ Ul =
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With Warmest Season’s Greetings
to All Singers and Friends
from the
Norse Glee Club
and Norse Glee Club Auxiliary
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Robert and Karel Amend
Shane and Crystal Aman
Ben Carson

Carol Cisnero

Noel and Jane Egan
Allen and Elaine Eide
Warren Eitreim

Derald Espeland

Steven and Char Espeland
James Florence

David and Sonja Hanson
Bonita Hoff

Kristi Hoff

Rodney Hoff

Joe Isakson

Marlys Johnson

Dagmar Johnson

Roger and Karen Johnson
Gail and Diane Kristensen
Kim Kristensen

Ordell and Doris Krogstad
Lyle Kroon

David and Bonnie Lien
Bryan and Margot Noe

Ruth Olsen

Clifford Olson

Howard and LouAnn Paulson
George and Judith Regan
David and Betty Stene

Elvin and Carol Thomsen
Robert and Margaret Tidemann
Rhoda Wold

Spencer Smith, Accompanist
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lsurgn dinging Socigty
Decorah, 1A
Founded March 17, 1868
We the members of the Luren Singing Society family wish one and all fellow singers
and families of NSAA and PCNSA choruses the best of Holiday Happiness and
New Year joys. May the spirit of Christmas continue to inspire our singing.
We look forward to being your host chorus for the 2018 Sangerfest in Decorah

May 30, 31, June 1, 2018, our 150" Anniversary year

Alex Aakre

Dan and Kari Alstad
Kenneth and Gretchen Anderson
David H. Andreae

Kurt Anfinson

Fred and Barbara Arnold
Jerry and JoAnn Aulwes
Dennis and Doris Barnaal
Donald and Barbara Berg
Don and Melissa Best
Aaron and Karla Bicknese
Wayne Bicknese

Richard and LouannBjorlo
John and Susan Boehm
Ford and Marjorie Brevig
Roger and Gale Buhr

Tom and Connie Buresh
Dave and Brenda Carlson
Craig and Ellen Cutting
Andy and Nicole Darrington
Peter Dodington

Lester and Candace Erickson
Merlyn and Shirley Finley
Dean and Ellen Fisher

Mike and Pat Fitzgerald

Bill and Karen Fried

Eric Frydenlund

Gordon and Carol Gustand
James and Ruth Glesne
Bernhard and Carol Gluth
James and Karen Gray

Paul and Heather Gray

Lee Grippen

Jim and Jan Harbaugh
Loren and Gisela Hartley
David and Elaine Hegg
Chris Hick and Linda Wulfs
Carl Haakenstad

Karl Hahn

Cynthia (C.J.) Heck, accompanist
David and Lynn Hinz

Don and Shirley Housker
LeRoy and Jean Iverson
John and Marion Pruitt Jefferson
Glen and Julie Jenson
Gordon and Marian Jenson
Jerrett Johnson

Mathew and Ana Johnson
David and Gail Judisch

Kim and NolieKapplinger
Taylor Kohls

Todd Krueger

Jim and Arlene Lage

Larry Landsgard

Kenneth Larson

Richard and Penny Leake
E.W. “Ed” Lechtenberg
ZiYuan Li

Robert and Sharon Lillie
Larry and Doris Lubbert
Jimmy Miller

Larry and LaVonne Monson
John P. and Arlene Nelson
Bremtamd Becky Newgaard
Mike and JoAnn Novak

Phil and Ginny Olson

Carl Peterson

Francis and Marilyn Peterson
Colin and Jennifer Pickett
Jeremy Reichs

Arthur and Janice Roseland
Uwe Rudolf and Ruth Caldwell
Randy Schmidt

Carlton Shaw

David and Jan Siefken
Robert and Rebecca Smedsrud
Frank Snell

Eugene and Sandra Somdahl
Tom and Emily Stene
David and Rachel Storlie
Stewart Storlie

Bob and Dorothy Stoskopf
Joel and Deb Timmerman
James and Laurel Womeldorf
Mrs. Gloria Carpenter

Mrs. lona Crawford

Mrs. Lois Estrem

Mrs. Jean Forde

Mrs. Karen Fretheim

Mrs. Bette Greedy

Mrs. Carol Hasvold

Mrs. Nora Hendrickson

Mrs. Eloise Hoff

Mrs. Marjorie Hove

Mrs. Jenine Jordahl

Mrs. Haldis Kaasa

Mrs. Elsie Kittleson

Mrs. Marie Krambeer

Mrs. Lois Miller

Mrs. Colleen Peterson

Mrs. Carmen Sunde

Mrs. Ruth Steinbronn

Mrs. Eunice Stoen

Mrs. Kathryn Tesmer

Mrs. Darla Thorland

Mrs. Mary Timmerman

Mrs. Harriet Wangsness

Carrol Anderson

Dean and LaRue Hagen
Lawrence and Dorothy Judisch
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Norwegian Singers Association
of America, Inc.
(www.nsaaonline.org)
Pacific Coast Norwegian
Singers Association
(www.pcnsa.org)

Club Membership Index

ILLINOIS
CHICAGO
Bjornson Male Chorus

Rehearsals: Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. at 1% United Methodist
Church, 9857 Schiller Blvd. Franklin Park 1L 60131.
President: John Lee, 738 Bent Ridge Lane, Elgin, 1L 60120.
tel. (847) 741-4210; Secretary: George Michals, 5236
Arlington Drive West, Hanover Park, IL 60103 (630)837-
8615; Director: Edwin Kramer, 32600 East Lane, Grayslake,
IL 60030, tel. (847) 546-2050, ed.Kramer@ATT.net.

Normennenes Singing Society

Rehearsal each Tuesday evening at 8 p.m. (except July and
August) at the Estonian House, P.O. Box 95, Lincolnshire,
IL 60069. tel: (847)537-8016. President: Thor Fjell, 1041
W. Ogden Ave, #118, Naperville, IL 60563. cell (630)479-
4233 thorfjell@comcast.net Corresponding Secretary. Dan
Boyle, 8840 Forestview Rd., Evanston, IL 60203. tel
(312)330-1450.  danielboyle@me.com.Director:  Charles
Kessell, 6042 W. Grace St., Chicago, IL 60634. Tel:
(773)481-5941, cell (773)858-5325, perc55@juno.com.

ROCKFORD
Harmony Singing Society

Rehearsal each Tuesday 7:00 p.m. at our Club: 1104 15"
Ave. Rockford, IL 61104. President: Jim Wolf, 1104 15"
Ave., Rockford, IL 61104, tel (815) 965-7833;
Corresponding Secretary: Steve James, 625 Dawson Ave.,
Rockford IL 61107. tel. (815)601-3813.
stevej1945@comcast.net. Director: Sherry Dreyfuss, 11665
Glen Eagles Lane, Belvidere IL 61008. Tel (815)978-2245.
swedishcantor@gmail.com

IOWA
SIOUX CITY
Nordic Male Chorus

Rehearsals: Every Monday night, 7:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, 315 Hamilton Blvd. Sioux City, lowa
51103; President: Gary Munson, 3303 Court St., Sioux City,
IA 51104, tel. (712) 277-1428; Corresponding Secretary:
Robert R. Hansen, 20 Eastview Drive, Sioux City, OA
51106 (712) 258-7445 gregors5@juno.com; Director:
Charles Schuett, 5040 Stone Ave., Sioux City, | A 51106, tel.
(712) 276-2328, scschuett@aol.com.

DECORAH
Luren Singing Society

Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 7:30 p.m. at Thomas
Roberts High School. President: Dan Alstad, 19714 Co. Rd.
4, Spring Grove MN 55974. tel. 507-498-3676,
dalstad@springgrove.coo .Corresponding  Secretary:
Donald L. Berg, 407 Leif Erikson Drive, Decorah, IA
52101-1038, tel. (563) 382-5727; Director: Dr. David
Judisch, 814 Fifth Ave., Decorah, IA 52101, tel. (563) 382-
9222 judiscda@Iluther.edu.

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS
Norwegian Glee Club
Rehearsal: Each Thursday evening at the Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd, 4801 France Ave. So., Edina, MN.
President: Robert O. Olson, 7442 Pillsbury Ave S, Richfield
MN 55423-4115; tel. (612)866-0687,
bobjoolson@comcast.net ;  Corresponding  Secretary:
Charles Engh, 7642 Prairie Flower Blvd., Chanhassen, MN
55317, tel. (952)401-8838; chengh@hotmail.com Director:
Carsten Slostad, 1065 Portland Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104-
7011; tel. (651) 291-8639 carstonian@hotmail.com .

SOUTH DAKOTA
SIOUX FALLS
Minnehaha Mandskor

Rehearsal: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Center For Active
Generations, 2300 W. 46" St., Sioux Falls, SD. President:
Larry Luinnenburg, 7300 S Edinburg PI, Sioux Falls SD
57108. tel. (410)241-6832 lluinenburg@gmail.com Corr.
Secretary: Terry Walter (below).. Director: Terry Walter,
2708 West Oak St., Sioux Falls, SD 57105, tel. (605) 339
0607, clefdwellers_on_oak@juno.com.

Norse Glee Club
Rehearsal: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Nordic Hall.
President: David Lien, 1800 Split Rock Blvd., Brandon SD
57005, tel. (605)582-3565; Corresponding Secretary: Gail
Kristensen, 111 W. 17" St., Apt. #110, Sioux Falls, SD
57104, tel. (605)731-5281 mrgail@sio.midco.net. Director:
Lyle E. Kroon, 1216 Sunset Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57105,
tel. (605) 212-1309.

CANTON
Grieg Male Chorus
Rehearsals: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Canton Good
Samaritan Center.  President: Doug Olseth, 626 N
Broadway St., Canton SD 57013, tel (605)764-2928,
olenorsk54@hotmail.com. Corresponding Secretary: Jerry
Holter, 28724 480" Ave., Canton, SD 57013, tel. (605) 987-
2161; Director: Lane Karli, 3401 S. Grace Ave., Sioux Falls
SD 57103-7219, tel.(605) 275-5591. Irkarli@sio.midco.net

WISCONSIN
MADISON
Edvard Grieg Chorus
2262 Winnebago, Madison, WI 53704

Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. President: Dick Johnston,
26 Chautauqua Tr.., Madison WI 53719, (608) 833-6284
richarj@charter.net. ~ Corresponding  Secretary:  Dick
Johnston, 26 Chautauqua Tr.., Madison WI 53719, (608)
833-6284  richarj@charter.net Director:  Jonathan
Schroerlucke, 117 S. Franklin St., Stoughton WI 53589-
2218.

SIOUX VALLEY SINGERS
ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS:

President: Ray Schnabel, 2201 Pebble Beach Ln, Brandon
SD 59005. Vice President TBA. Secretary: Gail Kristensen,
111 W. 17" St., Apt #110, Sioux Falls SD 57104. tel; (605)
731-5281, mrgail@sio.midco.net.; Treasurer: David Stene,
2315 S. Cliff Ave. No.6, Sioux Falls SD 57105, tel. (605)
332-2055; Director: Terry Walter, 2708 West Oak St., Sioux
Falls, SD 57105, tel. (605) 339 0607,
clefdwellers_on_oak@juno.com.;Assoc. Director: Lyle E.
Kroon, 1216 Sunset Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57105, tel. (605)
335-1624.
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PACIFIC COAST NORWEGIAN
SINGERS ASSOCIATION

OFFICERS:
President: Pete Petersen, 713 E 7" Ave. Ellensburg WA
98926, (509) 607-9406 o.petersen@gmail.com. Vice
President:; Jeffrey Highland; 76 Utsalady Road, Camano
Island, WA 98292. (360)387-5285 highland@smumn.edu
Secretary: Doug Wright, 11921 81% Ave E, Puyallup WA
98373, tel. (253)604-4980 douglas.r.wright@gmail.com.
Treasurer: Rick Olson, 8726 ShadowoodDr, Everett WA
98208, (425)337-0795, olymeister20@comcast.net;
Trustees: California: vacant
Oregon: Paul Flora, 6042 Cottonwood St NE, Salem OR
97317 paulflora@pgn.com ;Washington: Allen Feris, 23514
135" Ave NE, Arlington WA 98223, (360)435-3144.
feris_allen@msn.com. Trustee at Large: vacant
;Director-in-Chief: Paul May, tel. (619)227-
9979paulthomasmay@gmail.comAsst. Director-in-Chief: :
Peter Butler, 31869 Eastway, Lebanon, OR 97355, tel. (503)
259-2006, whitewolf372@ centurytel.net

CALIFORNIA
OAKLAND
Normanna Glee Club
Rehearsal: time and place unkown
President: Larry Schaleger, qubedude@aik,cin ;Secretary:

Paul Eikeberg, tel. (925)485-1538 vikingike@yahoo,com
Director: unknown

SAN DIEGO
San Diego Mannskor
Rehearsal: every Monday at 7:00 p.m. on the campus of San
Diego State Univ. in music Bldg. President: Sven I. Olsen,
2991 Jacks Creek PI. Escondido, CA 92027, tel. (619) 709-
6171, svenio@cox.net; Secretary: Jon Homerud, 3354
Bonica Woods Dr., Bnita, CA 91902 (619)223-2784
holmerud@cox.net; Director: Paul May, tel. (619)227-9979
paulthomasmay@gmail.com

SAN FRANCISCO
Norwegian Singing Society of San Francisco
Rehearsal: Meets every Monday 7:00 p.m. at 235
Brentwood Ave., San Francisco, CA 94127. President:
HerleivStorseter, 235 Brentwood Ave., San Francisco, CA
94103 tel: (415) 344-0204; Secretary: Mark Mathisen, 1601
Oakwood Dr., San Mateo, CA 94403 tel: (650)947-1357,
dchouse@earthlink.net; Director: Megan O’Brien.

OREGON
EUGENE

The Norsemen
Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Sonja Lodge #38,
Sons of Norway, 710 McKinley, Eugene, OR 97402.
President: Mark Williams, 29453 Culver Lane, Junction
City OR 541-343-8060. Secretary. Duane Esperum,.tel.
(206)501-2010 desperum@gmail.com; Director: Ed
Amundson, 29453 Culver Lane, Junction City OR 97448-
9438. tel. (541) 998-6329 amundson@peak.org

SALEM

Thorsmen
Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church Annex, 1198 Lannsing Avenue North East,
Salem, OR 97303. President: Paul Flora, tel. (503)363-9753
paul.flora@pgn.com ; Secretary: Wes Anderson, tel.

(503)363-1714 wander@comcast.net ; Director: Peter
Butler, 31869 Eastway, Lebanon, OR 97355, tel. (503) 259-

2006, whitewol f372@centurytel.net

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM
Norwegian Male Chorus
Rehearsals every Tuesday evening, 6:00 pm at the Norway
Hall, 1419 North Forest St., Bellingham WA. President:
Larry Peterson. Tel. (360) 935-1110.  Secretary: Jim
Florence.  Director: Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd.,
Bellingham, WA 98226, cell phone (360)303-3919,
stmjensen@earthlink.net .

EVERETT
Norwegian Male Chorus

Normanna Hall, 2725 Oaks Avenue
Everett, Washington 98201
Rehearsals are held every Wednesday evening, 7:00 p.m. at
Normanna Hall; President: Craig Fredlund, tel. (425)210-
9067,  craig_fredlund@jamco-america.com  .Secretary:
Robert Bruland, tel. (425)335-1150 burland2@ comcast.net.
Director: Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd., Bellingham, WA
98226, cell phone (360)303-3919, stmjensen@earthlink.net

POULSBO
VestreSundMannskor

Meets every Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at Grieg Hall, Sons of
Norway, 18891 Front St., Poulsbo, WA 98370. President:
Stan Overby, 29311 Beach Dr., Poulsbo, WA 98370, tel:
(360) 779-2460; Secretary: Warren Rosvold, (360)930-
0504, wrosvold@gmail.com; Director:KathyHaug, 21050
Fern St. Indianola WA 98342. Tel. (360) 908-9806.
Kathy@meland.com.

SEATTLE
Norwegian Male Chorus

Rehearsal: Every Monday evening 7:30 p.m. Nordic
Heritage Museum, 3014 N.W. 67" Street, Seattle, WA
98117. Officers: President: Jens Eysteinsson, tel. (205)799-
8000. JensEysteinsson@ AmcericanSeaffods.com Secretary:
Rolf Federspiel, tel. (425)823-9080,
farfarfed77@frontier.com. Director: G. Robert Johnston,
4707 NE 192 PI., Lake Forest Park, 98155, tel. (206)362-
1094, bobsings@gohuskies.com

SKAGIT VALLEY
Skagit Valley Manskor
PO Box 481, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273
Rehearsal every Monday at 7:00 PM at Abel Lodge, 21098
27 St Conway WA 98238, Officers: President: Jeff
Highland  tel.  (360)387-5285. highland@smumn.edu
Secretary Skip Ingraham tel (360)387-6168. Director Steve
Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd., Bellingham, WA 98226, cell
phone (360)303-3919, stmjensen@earthlink.net

TACOMA
Normanna Male Chorus
Rehearsal: Each Monday 6:30 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 20 Tacoma Ave. S, Tacoma, Wash. President: Pete
Petersen,  tel.(509)607-9406, 0.petersen@gmail.com
Secretary: Loren Jangaard, 5917 34" St NW, Gig Harbor
WA 98335, tel. (252)265-2312, jangaardl@hatmail.com;
Director: Jon Malmin, 14211 Peacock Hill Ave, Gig Harbor
WA 98332, (tel) (253)514-8677, jmalmin2@comcast.net
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Members of Luren Singing Society who were members 25 years ago at the 125
anniversary of Luren singers. Front from left: David Judisch, Wayne Bicknese, Jim Gray,
Don Berg, Lester Erickson, Gordon Jensson. Back: Larry Lubbert, John Nelson, Ed
Lechtenberg, Dean Fisher, Francis Peterson, Art Roseland, David Andreae, Bernie Gluth.

Sangerfest housing at Luther College (May30-June 1, 2018) in Far-
well Hall dorm. Single Room $47.25 per day. Double Room $40.50
per person per day. Call Jeff Leshenshky (563)387-1538 or Sue
Peterson (563)387-1291.




