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Nordic Male Chorus 129th season 
kickoff dinner. 

 

NORDIC MALE CHORUS 
Sioux City IA 

    The Sioux City Male Nordic 
Chorus has only been practicing less 
than a month this season.  The 129th 
session of the Nordic Chorus began 
with a dinner for members and 
spouses on Monday, September 30.  
The Chorus supplied the chicken and 
baked potatoes.  Members supplied 
the salads, vegetables or deserts, and 
their own table settings and drinks.  It 
was a fun gathering to kick off the 
new year. 
    Practice began the next Monday, 
October 4 working on songs for our 
Christmas Concerts.  Spouses and 
other friends will soon be joining us to 
prepare for about five performances, 
including the Scandinavian Society 
Christmas party.  The Chorus will also 
have our own annual Christmas Party 
on December 9. 

 
 
 
 
 
                    David Carlson, Corr. Sec. 

------ 
 

 
Mandskor sings at St. Stephens 
Lutheran Church in Bloomington 
MN. 
 

MINNEHAHA MANDSKOR 
Sioux Falls SD 

    Rehearsals began with John 
Pollmann in place as the new 
conductor.  The chorus is in good 
hands. 
    October 5-6, we took our annual 
trip to the Minneapolis area.  We 
began the weekend by attending a 
matinee production of MAMA MIA, 
at Chanhassen Dinner Theater.  From 
there, we checked into the Best 
Western Nicollet in Burnsville, for a 
few hours of down time.    
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    Then came an evening production 
of LOONEY LUTHERANS, at the 
Ames Center.  Les Smith (our bus 
driver), Grace Wehrspann (daughter 
of Joel and Deanna Wehrspann).  Don 
Cooper and Bill Schoep were called 
on stage to participate in some of the 
“looney” activity.  They did us proud! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grace Wehrspann and Don 
Cooper (2nd and 3rd from left) take 
part in “the dance lesson” at the 
Ames Center. 
 
    The following morning, the chorus 
contributed to the morning worship 
service at St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church, in Bloomington.  From there, 
we bussed to the Minnesota 
Arboretum in Chaska MN, where we 
enjoyed an hour shuttle ride through 
the gardens.  Then we were served a 
brunch style meal and had time to 
wander and shop at our leisure.  From 
there, we made our way back to Sioux 
Falls.  Forty-seven travelers made the 
trip with us this year.  It’s always 
good to have our Mandskor 
“groupies” join us for this traditional 
fall excursion. 
    Monday, October 7, the auxiliary 
ladies outdid themselves once again.  
Each year we bring our canned goods 
suitable for soup to be added to a 
hamburger base.  It’s never the same, 
but it’s always good.  Garlic bread, 
crackers, and assorted bars completed 
the menu.  This year, Mandskor 

mascot Winston Kittelson joined us 
for the Hobo Stew dinner.  He has 
many friends in the Mandskor.   
    Preparation is ongoing for 
participation in the annual Festival of 
Men’s Voices that benefits the local 
soup kitchen, The Banquet.  That 
concert is scheduled for November 17.   
    In the absence of John Pollmann, 
Terry Walter returned to the podium 
for our rehearsal, October 14.  Mascot 
Winston greeted members and 
proceeded to sleep through rehearsal. 
    We are having lovely fall weather 
at this writing, with a forecast for  
much colder temperatures and 
possible snow in the next few days.  
So, we are enjoying it while we can.   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Terry Walter, Corr. Sec. 
 

NSAA President’s Column 
    Sangerfest 2020 is fast 
approaching, at which time we will 
honor our Norwegian roots in singing, 
among other things, songs composed 
by Edvard Grieg.  Grieg has written a 
number of compositions for male 
chorus—probably best known is 
Sangerhilsen, (Singer’s Greeting).  
Sagerhilsen was composed for and 
first performed at the 6th Giant 
National Sangerfest in Trondheim on 
June 17, 1883.  It has become a 
favorite--a standard song at many of 
our Sangerfests. 
    A little known story is that Grieg 
composed a song for the Fort Dodge 
IA, Grieg Manskor, a now retired 
NSAA member chorus.  Olaf Martin 
Oleson, as a recent Norwegian 
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immigrant to Fort Dodge, enjoyed 
inviting like-minded men to his 
apartment to sing and play cards.  In 
1891 he organized the Fort Dodge 
Grieg Mandskor and served as its 
conductor for many years. He was one 
of the founding members of NSAA. 
    Oleson arranged lectures in Fort 
Dodge IA, for famous Norwegian 
author and activist, Bjørnstjerne 
Bjørnson, during his tour of the 
Midwest in the winter of 1881.  
Bjørnson had a disastrous tour in the 
Midwest.  He suffered a winter of cold 
and blinding snow, and was 
challenged on his “blasphemous” 
view on religion.  Oleson, however, 
was sympathetic to his views. 
Bjørnson, nonetheless, returned to 
Norway disillusioned. 
    In spite of Bjørnson’s disastrous 
trip to the U.S., Oleson was intent on 
stimulating Norwegian singing in 
America.  He wrote to Bjørnson as 
follows:  “…We have a five-year old 
men’s singing society here that 
consists of about 16 
members……Would you have the 
kindness to write a verse for our 
society and send it to Edvard Grieg in 
order for him to set it to music?....” 
    Bjørnson responded.  Probably 
because of memories of his disastrous 
trip to the Midwest, Bjørnson wrote a 
trite verse, and sent it to Edvard 
Grieg.  Grieg, caught up in this game, 
rewarded Bjørnson by writing a short, 
trite tune called Impromptu: til 
“Griegs   Mandskor” Fort Dodge 
Iowa, U.S. Amerika.  The composition 
is perhaps one of the worst of Grieg’s 
compositions and was never 
performed by the Fort Dodge 
Mandskor.  One of the two original 
manuscripts is housed in the State 
Historical Society of Iowa.   

But, we still have the spirit of 
Sangerhilsen: 

Blend your voices, fellow singers 
In perfect harmony! 
Before again we part, 
Our souls will have blended. 

See you at Sangerfest 2020! 
 
Cia, Camilla H. “Iowa Impromptu: Norwegian 
Immigrant O. M. Oleson Seeks Music from 
Bjornson and Grieg.” 
https://ir.uiowa,edu/palimpsest/vol82/iss4/3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Paul Larson, NSAA President 
 

NORWEGIAN GLEE CLUB 
Minneapolis MN 

    As we move into the most beautiful 
season of the year, we are also quite  
busy.  On Sept. 24th we were at the 
large Village Shores in Richfield.  To 
begin the concert, Director Carsten 
had an assistant.  One of the members 
of the facility directed us in a song for 
this enthusiastic audience.  That was a 
good start.   
    Oct. 5th was our lutefisk dinner at 
the usual location.  On Oct. 11th we 
will entertain the folks at the Pillars in 
Chaska.  This correspondent is now a 
resident of this new Senior Facility. 
    On Oct. 15th we will be singing at 
the Vestland Sons of Norway torsk 
dinner in Hopkins.  I am a charter 
member of this fine group, but usually 
absent for meetings.  It will be good to 
be with them.  On Nov. 3rd we will be  
participating in All Saints Sunday at 
Mindekirken. 
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    Practices are now starting to 
familiarize us with music to be 
included in the Sangerfest in Madison. 
    Our Christmas party at the fine 
Danish Center will be Dec. 1st.  I re-
cently publicly gave credit to Erik 
Bruun for making this and previous 
arrangements to use these facilities, 
but have since been corrected.  His 
wife makes all decisions both at home 
and for our parties. 
    On Dec. 22nd we will be part of the 
Julekonsert at Mindekirken, which 
will end our schedule for 2019. 
    At a recent rehearsal we were 
missing two of the longtime pillars of 
our chorus; Bjorn Hagen was getting 
wife Gerd relocated, and Bjorn 
Lasserud was absent.  Not having 
them in their chairs makes us 
incomplete.  Also we missed Dennis 
Sorheim, recovering from an 
operation. 
    For a smile: This guy came into the 
office one day with a fistful of cigars 
and started passing them left and right 
to celebrate the birth of his son. 
“Congratulations, John,” said his boss. 
“How much did the baby weigh?” 
“Four and a half pounds,” reported the 
father proudly. “Gee, that’s kind of 
small.” “What did you expect?” 
retorted John indignantly.  We have 
been married only three months!” 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Charles Engh, Corr. Sec. 
 

NORMENNENES SINGING 
SOCIETY 
Chicago IL 

    On Wednesday, October 30 
Normennenes will enter its 150th 

year.  Our society was created on 
Sunday, October 30, 1870.  According 
to the book, A History of the 
Norwegians of Illinois, it was founded 
by members of a male chorus called 
the Scandinavian Singing Society who 
had seceded from a chorus of the 
Scandinavian Turner Society of 
Chicago.   
    “Mr. Johan S. Lindtner, who had 
recently come from Norway had been 
engaged as their instructor.  All of the 
members of this singing chorus except 
two being Norwegian, Mr. Lindtner 
began an agitation to make the Society 
purely Norwegian.” He succeeded in 
his effort, and the chorus was off to an 
energetic start. 
    The group met at 204 N. Des 
Plaines Street on the north side of 
downtown Chicago.  Being four 
blocks west of the Chicago River, that 
address would have survived the 
Great Chicago Fire that a year later 
burned for thirty-six hours, on 
October 8-9, 1871.  The fire killed 
300 people and left 100,000 without 
homes.  
    The eight or so men who founded 
our society didn't realize that the 
actions they took that day would set in 
motion the countless events that 
entertained and uplifted thousands of 
its members, both men and women – 
and their families, over the years. 
    This year, on Sunday, October 27 
we will celebrate our 149th 
anniversary with a banquet and 
concert at the Estonian House. 
    We will hold our annual meeting on 
November 19.  Members will meet to 
elect officers and to plan for the 
upcoming year.  We will celebrate our 
150th year while performing at venues 
such as Minnekirken, Torske Klub, 
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and other locations throughout the 
next twelve months.  
    A lot has changed in Chicago and 
our world since that October Sunday 
in 1870, but Normennenes continues 
to treasure and preserve the 
Norwegian and Scandinavian heritage 
of all our past and current members.  
    We send our warm regards to all, 
especially our dear members facing 
serious health concerns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       Dan Boyle, Corr. Sec. 
 

EDVARD GRIEG CHORUS 
Madison WI 

    The Grieg Chorus met for our 
2019-20 kick-off fall picnic at the 
Nordic Ridge Park in Stoughton on 
September 10.  The weather was great 
and food outstanding as over 60 
singers, spouses and guests gathered 
for the annual event.  Something very 
surprising happened at the gathering.  
When we began introducing those 
who might be interested in joining the 
Chorus, we discovered that SIX, yes I 
said 6, individuals were introduced by 
the Chorus member sponsors who 
invited them to the picnic.  In fact, all 
six made it to our first practice the 
following Tuesday.  Unfortunately, 
two of the candidates subsequently 
dropped out, one due to a scheduling 
conflict and the other due to a recently 
diagnosed medical issue. 
    We are pleased to welcome our four 
newest members:  Greg Haugen (B1), 
Richard Moen (T2), David Roe (T1), 
and Don Warren (T1).  While they, 
like the rest of us, feel the challenge 

of the Norwegian music, they are 
looking forward to the excitement of 
Sangerfest 2020.  Biographical 
summaries of these new singers will 
be provided in subsequent articles.  As 
a result of these additions and last 
year’s losses, membership of the 
Chorus now stands at 41. 
    On two successive Sundays 
(October 6 and 13) we sang for the 
175th Anniversaries of two Norwegian 
churches, East Koshkonong Lutheran 
and West Koshkonong Lutheran.  As 
it turns out, these two churches did not 
separate early in their history, but 
were both established by a Norwegian 
minister who came to Wisconsin from 
Norway to serve these growing 
Norwegian immigrant communities.  
(East Koshkonong did in fact 
experience a separation due to an 
argument over predestination, but the 
two congregations subsequently 
reconciled!)  We sang three songs at 
each of the standing room only 
morning services:  Deilig er jorden, 
Fader i himlen and Poor Man Lazrus.   
After the services members of the 
congregations as well as the Chorus 
enjoyed a meal and Norwegian 
delicacies. 
    On Saturday, October 26 our 
Chorus has been invited to sing at 
Livsreise Norwegian Heritage Center 
as part of the Destination Stoughton 
Weekend.  This will give us the 
opportunity for the first time this year 
to sing our full program of Norwegian 
and English songs. 
 
 
 
 
 
                 Dick Johnston, Corr. Sec. 
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NORSE GLEE CLUB 

Sioux Falls SD 
    This fall has started for us with 
several performance opportunities 
under discussion.  First, we are in 
rehearsal to sing, again this year, at 
the “Festival of Men’s Voices”.  This 
festival features music from six local 
men’s choruses.  The performance 
will be at the First Lutheran Church, 
here in Sioux Falls SD on Sunday, 
November 17th.   
    Each of the choruses participating 
will first offer individual selections.  
We (the Norse Glee Club) are 
planning to perform “Guys Got to 
Sing” by Kirby Shaw as adapted by 
our director Lyle Kroon, “I Will Lift 
Up my Eyes” from Psalm 121 in 3 
parts with music by Johnny Priano, 
and “Ain’ a That Good News,” an 
African-American spiritual arranged 
by Vicki Tucker Courtney, again in 3 
parts.  All our music is arranged into 
3-part (TBB) vocalization, in 
recognition of limitations we are 
experiencing in the higher voice 
resources. 
    Then, the 100-plus voices will close 
with “Hallelujah, Amen” by George 
Frederic Handel as arranged in two 
parts by Greg Gilpin.  As in previous 
years, proceeds from a good-will 
offering will go to “The Banquet,” a 
local charity providing provisioned 
school bags to needy children. 
    Following the “Festival,” our 
musical focus will shift to other 
possible holiday events.  Several 
performance engagements are being 
considered.  We will be focusing on 
arranging visits to several retirement 
homes.  However, our director’s 
“plate” (in his Sioux Falls “Santa” 
role) remains pretty full. 

    On Friday, November 15th we will, 
again this year, host a Lutefisk 
Supper.  Support for our efforts will 
come from the Augustana University 
men’s baseball team and other 
community volunteers.  Their help is 
much appreciated, AND much 
needed, as always.  Of note also, we 
have adopted a “buffet” service 
approach to the supper, and we are 
shortening the serving hours to be 
4:30 to 6:30 PM that evening. Ticket 
sales are underway, and jobs are being 
identified for our current members.  
We plan to serve about 250 patrons at 
this event. 
    On a personal note, if I may, this 
will be my final article submitted to 
be in the Sanger-Hilsen.  Following 
elections next month, I will no longer 
be the club secretary, having served in 
that capacity for five years.  The 
experience has been both rewarding 
and challenging, and I wish to thank 
my club members for their support in 
providing me with new information 
and/or background for people and 
events that preceded my glee club 
tenure.  
    Equally, however, I wish to 
publicly thank Dennis Barnaal and 
Don Berg of the NSAA staff for their 
dedication in serving our NSAA 
community-at-large 
with each and every 
Sanger-Hilsen issue.  
TusenTakk!! 
 
 
            Gail Kristensen, Corr. Sec. 
 

BJORNSON MALE CHORUS 
Chicago IL 

Dear Singer Brothers and Ladies, 
    It is with a heavy heart that we have 
to inform you of the sudden passing of 
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Valerie Michals, wife of our singer-
brother and Corresponding Secretary, 
George Michals, one of our fine 
baritones.  
    Val was a nurse for over 40 years, a 
member of Bjornson’s Ladies 
Auxiliary, and a devout Christian who 
taught Sunday School and sang in her 
church choir.  Valerie was given the 
gift of a beautiful soprano voice which 
in years gone by was heard on radio 
and WTTW Channel 11 in Chicago. 
    Music was a big part of George and 
Val’s lives and as a result they teamed 
up for many beautiful duets.  Valerie 
also shared her voice singing at many 
of Bjornson’s concerts as well as 
singing in some quartets for our 
concerts as well.  One of Val’s 
favorite songs was “A Memory” 
which was written by our past 
director, Wayne Spies.  It was on 
honor for the chorus to sing this 
wonderful song at Val’s Memorial 
Service.   
    A lot of us feel she is still making 
beautiful music in a much loftier 
place.  May God Bless you Val. 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Bjornson Male Chorus  

     And 
       Ladies Auxiliary 
 

GRIEG MALE CHORUS 
Canton SD 

    The Grieg Male Chorus from 
Canton started our fall season with a 
busy schedule.  After only two 
rehearsals, we enjoyed performing a 
concert on Sept. 30, at the Centerville 
Care and Rehab Center, Centerville 
SD.  The center had made and placed 
posters, resulting in a good 
attendance. 
    Our hosts even decorated the 
serving table with Norwegian table 

cloth, and Norwegian wood and glass 
items.  The activities director 
furnished plentiful refreshments of 
Krumkakke, cookies and Norwegian 
Almond loaf.  A very festive evening, 
which got our season off to a great 
start. 
    On Oct. 20th, our chorus had the 
opportunity to sing three selections at 
"Singspiration" hosted by Redeemer 
Free Lutheran Congregation in 
Canton.  The Grieg was one of 12 
groups or individuals performing 
during an inspirational evening. 
    The following evening, Oct. 21, the 
Grieg Male Chorus was invited to the 
soup supper hosted by The River 
Congregation in Canton, where we 
performed a short concert following 
the meal.  We are always thankful to 
be invited to participate. 
    Greetings to all our NSAA brothers 
and their families! 
 
 
 
 
                    Jerry Holter, Corr. Sec. 
 

LUREN SINGING SOCIETY 
Decorah IA 

    We have had a spate of accidents  
over the past few weeks among some 
of our members, resulting in broken 
ribs and other bones.  Luckily, the 
victims’ voices were not affected, so 
we hope to see and hear them back in 
not too long a time.  Thankfully, no 
lives were lost. 
    A highlight of our next concerts at 
Harmony and Spring Grove MN was 
the debut of Rolf Svanoe playing the 
lur on a new piece featuring this 
instrument.  When he was in Norway 
last spring, Rolf asked whether there 
are such compositions arranged for 
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male choruses.  He came back with 
just such a piece “in honor of Dr. 
Judisch and the 150th anniversary of 
the Luren Singers.”  Rolf also did the 
arranging of the piece, originally by 
Edvard Grieg himself, “Prinsessen 
Sad Højt i Sit Jomfrubur.”  
(translation: The Princess Sat High in 
Her Maiden’s Boudoir) 

Luren Singers perform Oct. 27 in 
Greenfield Lutheran Church, 
Harmony MN. 
 
    Since this is the first time the lur 
belonging to Luren was played in 
concert with the piano and chorus, it 
had to be tuned!  The tuning was 
accomplished by Bernie Gluth, who 
ground down part of its trumpet 
mouthpiece to fit farther into the lur. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rolf Svanoe plays the lur with the 
Luren chorus at the Harmony 
concert. 

    The concert in Harmony was Oct. 
27th.  We will again cross the state line  
on Nov. 17th to sing in Spring Grove 
at Trinity Lutheran Church.  The 
special occasion is the celebration of 
the 90th anniversary of the Valheim 
Sons of Norway Lodge.  (The Lodge 
in Decorah will have a similar event 
in Oct. 2020, but for only 50 years.) 

    Our traditional 
caroling at local 
nursing homes 
will be Dec. 7th, 
and our Christ-
mas concert will 
be on the 15th at 
Decorah Luth-
eran Church, 
with a party 
following in the 
church basement.  
Then we’ll take a 

break, knowing that we have some 
music to work on for the Sangerfest in 
Madison.  
    We ratified the elections for Luren 
from last May.  New president is Tom 
Buresh, and new secretary is Larry 
Landsgard. 
    We have three new members this 
fall, although two of them had sung 
with us previously. 
 
 
 
 
 
    Doug Poppen was born at Freeport 
IL and attended school at Forreston  
His dad was a farmer, while his 
mother was a piano teacher.  Doug 
graduated from Wartburg College in 
1981 and took his first teaching job in 
vocal music, grades 6-12 at Sigourney 
IA for one year; then went back to 
school.  He earned his Master’s in 
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Choral Conducting at the U. of Iowa, 
and promptly put it to use at West 
Union HS, beginning in 1984, until 
retirement this past spring. 
   Doug married Leslie Jane Lein, a 
Luther College ’82 grad from Hudson 
WI.  Their son, Sam is a Luther grad, 
and a daughter Lily is a college 
sophomore. 
    Doug has known of Luren for many 
years and has been invited by several 
men.  As part of his work at West 
Union he has conducted the 
performance of “The Messiah” since 
1986, 34 years! 
    He says of Luren”great sound! I’ve 
admired male chorus singing  
   Doug sings First Tenor and is now 
our Associate Director.  
 
 
 
 
 
   Tom Henning sang previously with 
Luren while in High School, from 
1961-68.  He was born and raised in 
Decorah.  His grandfather was a long-
time photographer, and his father 
operated a gas station.  There were 
three boys and two girls in the family.  
Tom is youngest.  He was involved in 
music groups and theater while in 
high school.  He attended Luther 
College for two years, then worked 
for Kephart’s Music Store for 11 
years, before returning to Luther 
where he worked in Maintenance, 
then became a tech man in the CFL. 
    Tom met Lois Beitland from 
Bricelyn MN at Luther.  They were  
married  in 1971, and have two sons, 
Matthew and Christopher, and two 
grandchildren. 

   Tom was invited back by Jim 
Womeldorf.  He sings Second Tenor 
and plays banjo.  
 
 
 
 
 
    Ken Kiehne was born at Decorah. 
His father farmed near Harmony MN, 
and his mother was a housewife.  He 
had two younger brothers, both now 
deceased.  Ken attended Harmony 
high school and vocational school in 
Austin MN.  He entered the navy in 
1962 and spent 1965 in Viet Nam.  
After discharge in 1966 Ken did 
carpentry work and was self employed 
for 15 years.  
    Ken’s first wife, Karen, died in 
2001.  He remarried; her name is 
Sharon.  There are two daughters, one 
son, one stepson, and six 
grandchildren. 
    Ken loves to sing and he started 
early.  He has directed three 
barbershop choruses and a Sweet 
Adeline chorus.  He sang second tenor 
previously and now sings second bass.  
First impressions: it is better than I 
thought! 
 
 
 
 
 
                          Don Berg, Corr. Sec. 
 

History of Sangerhilsen Song 
submitted by Paul Larson. 

Sangerhilsen 
Singer’s Greeting 
Music by Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 
            (continued page  13) 
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MINUTES FOR NSAA BUSINESS MEETING 

Adapted from ARTICLE XI 
Meeting Date:  October 19, 2019 @ 12:30pm 
Location:  Roadside Grill, 6317 Rostad Drive, Windsor WI.  
1.  Roll call of officers by the Recording Secretary 
Present: Paul Larson (Pres); Rich Leake (Rec Sec); Don Berg (Corr Sec); Rich 
Bjorlo (Treas); Dr. David E. Judisch (Dir-in-Chief); Jonathan Schroerlucke (Asst 
Director) 
Via phone:  Herb Nelson (Veteran’s Pres) & Jim Slostad (Asst Grand Marshal) 
Although this was formally an Officer's meeting, the State VPs and Veteran 
Chorus President were invited to attend. 
2. Action on the minutes of previous business meeting  [October 3, 2018] 
Dispensed with reading of minutes; Moved, Seconded and Passed to approve the 
minutes of previous Board meeting as printed Sept-Oct 2018 Sanger-Hilsen. 
3.  Director-in-Chief report 
Schroerlucke reported hiring musicians for Sangerfest and that music will be 
available soon.  Judisch discussed need for prelude music, recommended a singer 
for parts II & IV of the Grand Concert, and suggested no intermission. 
4.  President’s report 
Larson observed that membership is getting smaller and we are potentially losing 
choruses.  Confirmed that host chorus is attempting to keep costs down for 
Sangerfest 2020.  
 Vice-Presidents’ reports 
None given. 
5.  Corresponding Secretary’s report 
[See Sanger-Hilsen report below] 
6.  Committee and Web-Site reports 
There are no special committees at the present time.  On the NSAA website, the 
Sanger-Hilsen and Translation pages are the most frequently visited.  Anticipate 
that viewers will increase and look for Sangerfest information soon.  Questions 
were raised about updating the website.  Reminder that NSAA Officers, Member 
Choruses with key contact information, and Bylaws can all be found online.  
Please submit changes. 
7.  Treasurer’s report 
Current funds available = $28,545.68 [as of 6/30/2019]   
Revenues = $9,555.71 and Expenses = $10, 449.98 [7/1/201 to 6/30/2019]  
Sanger-Hilsen ran nearly $2,000 deficit for last fiscal year.   Consensus is that we 
need to work on controlling costs.  [Written report submitted attached to official 
copy of minutes] 
8.  Sanger-Hilsen Editor’s report 
There is a need to match the list of members and the list of subscribers.  Questions 
were raised about the number of subscriptions vs. the number of copies printed.  
The suggestion was made to coordinate membership with the subscription list and 
also with the number of printed copies.  Motion moved & seconded that NSAA 
membership dues include a subscription to Sanger-Hilsen.  Motion Passed.  
Sanger-Hilsen Editor and Treasurer will work out details.  Question raised 
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whether officers list needs to be included in every issue.  PCNSA has been very 
good about sending interesting information concerning west coast activities. 
9.  Unfinished business 

a.  Announcement of Officers not elected at biennial meeting -- Veteran’s 
Chorus VP is Duane Berg (Grieg).   
b.  Reviewed of honoraria, membership dues, subscription rates, etc.  See 
motion under Sanger-Hilsen Report and discussion under New Business [item 
c]. 
c.  Action on applications of new choruses -- No applications received, but 
discussed the need to reach out to existing choral groups.  
d.  Review of Sangerfest 2018 -- continued interest by NSAA members to 
reduce costs of future Sangerfests. 
e.  Update for Sangerfest 2020 plans 

Reviewed tentative schedule of events.  Consensus was that Thursday looks good 
with the following suggestions or comments made:   
• Questions raised whether Corresponding Secretaries and State Vice-Presidents 
need a luncheon -- perhaps a coffee break together? 
• Parade of Chorus needs to allow 2-3 hours, maybe combining Medal Ceremony 
with the Parade.   
• Goal is to have dinner earlier.  Suggested possible change in schedule by 
moving to a buffet dinner with the Parade of Choruses following. 
• Need to allow time for changing clothes into Chorus uniforms which may 
involve reviewing sequencing and location of rehearsals.  
• Friday and Saturday schedules looked very good.   

 
1.  New business   

a.  Location for Sangerfest 2022 --  
Chicago and Minneapolis unlikely to host.  May need to consider alternate 
sites and perhaps hire an events coordinator.  Previous experience suggests 
need for local organizers.   
b.  Christmas ads for Sanger-Hilsen --  
Ads are purchased by choruses and anybody else so inclined.  Question was 
raised about soliciting corporate ads.   
c.  Salaries for directors -- 
Salaries currently determined by Sangerfest budget.  Also reviewed honoraria 
for Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and Sanger-Hilsen editors.  
Recommended biennial NSAA meeting consider honoraria for Corresponding 
Secretary/Webmaster. 
d.  Different color ribbon for 25 and 30 year medals [carried over from 
10.22.2016]  
Recommended no change in current practice. 
e.  Medals and Price of Diamonds [carried over from 10.3.2018] 
Recommended no change in current practice of allowing honorees to keep 
medals.   
f.  Subscription service to Sanger-Hilsen [carried over from 10.3.2018] 
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Discussed previously under Sanger-Hilsen Report.  Agreed that non-members 
of NSAA are able to subscribe individually.  It was noted that previous issues 
are archived on the NSAA website and available to anybody at no cost. 
g.  Veteran’s Medals [carried over from discussion on 10.3.2018] 
Noted that Veteran’s Chorus can choose if they want to have a veteran’s 
medal.   A picture of a possible medal/lapel pin/badge, which could be worn 
on official uniforms, was shown to those in attendance.  Question was raised 
about who should cover the cost.  Moved & Seconded that Herb Nelson 
should proceed with the purchase of lapel pins and NSAA would cover the 
cost of such, not to exceed $450.  Motion Passed.  It was suggested that these 
pins could be awarded at the Veteran’s luncheon with acknowledgement given 
at the Grand Concert.   

2.  Adjournment at 2:20pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Richard Leake, Recording Secretary 
 
       (continued from page 10) 
Lyrics by Sigvald Skavland (1845-
1878) 
English Lyrics, Translations and 
Notes Prepared by Dr. Alf Lunder 
Knudsen 
    Edvard Grieg set the melody to the 
text of lyricist Sigvald Skavland’s 
poem.  Traditionally the host chorus 
as a welcome to guest choruses and 
singers normally uses Sangerhilsen to 
open Sangerfest or Sangerstevne. 
    First performed at the “6th Giant 
National Sangerfest” (June 16-18, 
1883) on Sunday June 17 in 
Trondheim by a “host chorus” of 200 
representing the four choruses from 
that city.  Sangerhilsen was an 
immediate success performed [by 
request] time and again during that 
Sangerfest. 
    The repertoire for Norwegian Male 
Choruses had been for the most part 
limited to songs by lesser-known 
German composers often set to  
 
 

 
 
Norwegian texts.  By the 1880s more 
Norwegian patriotic material became 
available, and new songs were 
introduced at every Sangerfest.  
Gradually the programs took on a 
more distinctive Norwegian flavor and 
at the June 16, 1883 concert, a total of 
11 Norwegian compositions were 
performed. 
 

Let us whirl the song of welcome, 
Brothers, towards the gay/happy 
parade! 
To the harp atop our banner 
Sing loudly in its tongue. 
Light on foot, bright in mind 
Singers’ procession move in. 
 
Blend your voices, fellow singers 
In “perfect harmony”! 
Before again we part, 
Our souls will have melded. 
Therefore to our Sangerfest 
Brother singers you’re well met. 
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Norwegian Singers Association 

of America, Inc. 
(www.nsaaonline.org) 

Pacific Coast Norwegian 
Singers Association 

(www.pcnsa.org) 
Club Membership Index 

 
ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO 

Bjornson Male Chorus 
Rehearsals: Each Tuesday 7:30 p.m. at Danish Home of 
Chicago, 5656 N Newcastle Ave., Chicago IL 60631. 
President: Roger Stavnem, 1140 Santa Anita Drive, Hanover 
Park IL 60103, (630)830-2971 lstavnem@sd13.org. ; 
Secretary: George Michals, 5236 Arlington Drive West, 
Hanover Park, IL 60103 (630)837-8615; Director: Edwin 
Kramer, 32600 East Lane, Grayslake, IL 60030, tel. (847) 
546-2050, ed.Kramer@ATT.net. 
 

Normennenes Singing Society 
Rehearsal each Tuesday evening at 8 p.m. (except July and 
August) at the Estonian House, P.O. Box 95, Lincolnshire, 
IL 60069. tel: (847)537-8016. President: Thor Fjell, 1041 
W. Ogden Ave, #118, Naperville, IL 60563.  cell (630)479-
4233 thorfjell@comcast.netCorresponding Secretary. Dan 
Boyle, 8840 Forestview Rd., Evanston, IL 60203. tel 
(312)330-1450. danielboyle@me.com.Director: Charles 
Kessell, 6042 W. Grace St., Chicago, IL 60634. Tel: 
(773)481-5941, cell (773)858-5325, perc55@juno.com. 
 

ROCKFORD 
Harmony Singing Society 

Rehearsal each Tuesday 7:00 p.m. at our Club: 1104 15th 
Ave. Rockford, IL 61104.  President:John Brinkman, 422 
Village Wood Lane, Rockford IL 61072, tel. (815)624-0551, 
sjab37sandra@aol.com.; Corresponding Secretary: Dan 
Lindberg,1803 Guilford Road, Apt. 2, Rockford IL tel. 
(815)224-6625   danielalindberg@cs.com. Director: Sherry 
Dreyfuss, 11665 Glen Eagles Lane, Belvidere IL 61008. Tel 
(815)885-1424. cdreyfuss@comcast.net 
 

IOWA 
SIOUX CITY 

Nordic Male Chorus 
Rehearsals: Every Monday night, 7:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 315 Hamilton Blvd. Sioux City, Iowa 
51103; President: Gary Munson, 3303 Court St., Sioux City, 
IA 51104, tel. (712) 277-1428; Corresponding Secretary: 
David Carlson, 1324 29th St., Sioux City IA 51104. 
(701)680-9684 n0zln713@gmail.com; Director: Charles 
Schuett, 5040 Stone Ave., Sioux City, IA 51106, tel. (712) 
276-2328, scschuett@aol.com. 
 

DECORAH 
Luren Singing Society 

Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 7:30 p.m. at Thomas 
Roberts High School. President: Tom Buresh, 905 Locust 
Rd. Decorah IA 52101 cell: (563)568-1855 
tomburesh@neitel.net .Corresponding Secretary: Donald L. 
Berg, 407 Leif Erikson Drive, Decorah, IA 52101-1038, tel. 
(563) 382-5727; Director: Dr. David Judisch, 814 Fifth 
Ave., Decorah, IA 52101, tel. (563) 382-9222 
judiscda@luther.edu. 
 

MINNESOTA 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Norwegian Glee Club 
Rehearsal: Each Thursday evening at the Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd, 4801 France Ave. So., Edina, MN. 
President: Jack Hauer, 4804 Elliot Ave. S, Minneapolis MN 
55417-1138. Tel. (612)823-6051. hauers4804@msn.com; 
Corresponding Secretary: Charles Engh, 309 Chaska Rd, 
Shorewood MN 55331  tel. (612)244-6679 cell (612)214-
5286. cbengh@hotmail.com Director: Carsten Slostad, 1065 
Portland Ave., St. Paul, MN 55104-7011; tel. (651) 291-
8639 carstonian@hotmail.com . 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
SIOUX FALLS 

Minnehaha Mandskor 
Rehearsal: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Center For Active 
Generations, 2300 W. 46th St., Sioux Falls, SD. President:  
Ray Schnabel, 2201 Pebble Beach LN, Brandon SD 57005 
tle. (309)657-1384 schnarh@gmail.com  Corr. Secretary: 
Terry Walter Terry Walter, 2708 West Oak St., Sioux Falls, 
SD 57105, tel. (605) 940=5791, 
clefdwellers_on_oak@juno.com  Director: John Pollmann, 
309 E. 8th St., Dell Rapids SD 57022. tel. (605)370-8092 
der_jaeger@hatmail.com 
 

Norse Glee Club 
Rehearsal: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Nordic Hall. 
President: David Lien, 1800 Split Rock Blvd., Brandon SD 
57005, tel. (605)582-3565; Corresponding Secretary: Gail 
Kristensen, 111 W. 17th St., Apt. #110, Sioux Falls, SD 
57104, tel. (605)731-5281 mrgail@sio.midco.net. Director: 
Lyle E. Kroon, 1216 Sunset Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57105, 
tel. (605) 212-1309. 

CANTON 
Grieg Male Chorus 

Rehearsals: Each Monday, 7:30 p.m. at Canton Good 
Samaritan Center.  President: Doug Olseth, 626 N 
Broadway St., Canton SD 57013, tel (605)764-2928, 
olenorsk54@hotmail.com. Corresponding Secretary: Jerry 
Holter, 28724 480th Ave., Canton, SD 57013, tel. (605) 987-
2161; Director: Jacob Huber, 907 E 2nd St, Canton SD 
57013.  tel. (605)305-0648, jacobmhbr@gmail.com 

 

WISCONSIN 
MADISON 

Edvard Grieg Chorus 
2262 Winnebago, Madison, WI 53704 

Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. President: Dick Johnston, 
26 Chautauqua Tr.., Madison WI 53719, (608) 833-6284 
richarj@charter.net. Corresponding Secretary: Dick 
Johnston, 26 Chautauqua Tr.., Madison WI 53719, (608) 
833-6284 richarj@charter.net ; Director: Jonathan 
Schroerlucke, 2008 Buckingham, Stoughton WI 53589-
2218.Cell (608)217-1433 
jonathon.schroerlucke@yahoo.com 
 

SIOUX VALLEY SINGERS 
ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS:   
President: Ray Schnabel, 2201 Pebble Beach Ln, Brandon 
SD 59005. (309)657-1384 schnarh@gmail.com Vice 
President TBA.  Secretary: Gail Kristensen, 111 W. 17th St., 
Apt #110, Sioux Falls SD 57104. tel; (605) 731-5281, 
mrgail@sio.midco.net.; Treasurer: David Stene,  2316 S. 
Cliff Ave. No.6, Sioux Falls SD 57105, tel. (605) 376-0771; 
Director: Terry Walter, 2708 West Oak St., Sioux Falls, SD 
57105, tel. (605) 339 0607, 
clefdwellers_on_oak@juno.com.;Assoc. Director: Lyle E. 
Kroon, 1216 Sunset Drive, Sioux Falls, SD 57105, tel. (605) 
335-1624. 
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PACIFIC COAST NORWEGIAN 

SINGERS ASSOCIATION 
 

OFFICERS: 
President: Jeffrey Highland; 76 Utsalady Road, Camano 
Island, WA 98292. (360)387-5285 highland@smumn.edu  
Vice President: Pete Petersen, 713 E 7th Ave. Ellensburg 
WA 98926, (509) 607-9406 o.petersen@gmail.com. 
Secretary: Doug Wright, 11921 81st Ave E, Puyallup WA 
98373, tel. (253)604-4980 douglas.r.wright@gmail.com. 
Treasurer: Allen Feris, 23514 135th Ave NE, Arlington WA 
98223, (360)435-3144. feris_allen@msn.com. Trustees: 
California: vacant 
Oregon: Paul Flora, 6042 Cottonwood St NE, Salem OR 
97317 paulflora@pgn.com ;Washington: Allen Feris, 23514 
135th Ave NE, Arlington WA 98223, (360)435-3144. 
feris_allen@msn.com.  Trustee at Large: vacant 
;Director-in-Chief: Jon Malmin, 14211 Peacock Hill Ave, 
Gig Harbor WA 98332, (tel) (253)514-8677, 
jmalmin2@comcast.net Asst. Director-in-Chief: Julie 
Parsons, jp.conductress@gmail.com 

 
CALIFORNIA 

OAKLAND 
Normanna Glee Club 

Rehearsal: time and place unkown 
President: Larry Schaleger, tel. (510)272-9219 
qubedude@aol.com ;Secretary: Paul Eikeberg, tel. 
(925)485-1538 vikingike@yahoo,com Director: unfilled 
 

SAN DIEGO 
San Diego Mannskor 

Rehearsal: every Monday at 7:00 p.m. on the campus of San 
Diego State Univ. in music Bldg. President: Sven I. Olsen, 
2991 Jacks Creek Pl. Escondido, CA 92027, tel. (619) 708-
6171, svenio@cox.net; Secretary: Jon Homerud, 3354 
Bonica Woods Dr., Bonita, CA 91902 (619)223-2784 
holmerud@cox.net; Director: Alexis Luna. 

 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Norwegian Singing Society of San Francisco 
Rehearsal: Meets every Monday 7:00 p.m. at 235 
Brentwood Ave., San Francisco, CA 94127. President: 
Herleiv Storseter, 235 Brentwood Ave., San Francisco, CA 
94103 tel: (415) 344-0204; Secretary: Mark Mathesen, 1601 
Oakwood Dr., San Mateo, CA 94403 tel: (650)947-1359, 
dchouse@earthlink.net; Director: unfilled. 

 
OREGON 

EUGENE 
The Norsemen 

Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Sonja Lodge #38, 
Sons of Norway, 710 McKinley, Eugene, OR 97402. 
President: Mark Williams, 29453 Culver Lane, Junction 
City OR 541-343-8060.  Secretary.Brian Rase, tel. 
(541)686-2733 b.erase123@gmail.com ; Director: Ed 
Amundson,  29453 Culver Lane, Junction City OR 97448-
9438. tel. (541)510-2328  bruflato@gmail.com 
 

 
SALEM 

Thorsmen 
Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church Annex, 1198 Lannsing Avenue North East, 
Salem, OR 97303. President: Paul Flora, tel. (503)363-9753 
paul.flora@pgn.com ; Secretary:Neil Haugen, tel. (503)910-
1239, neil@haugensgalleri.com ; Director: Peter Butler, 
31869 Eastway, Lebanon, OR 97355, tel. (503) 259-2006, 
whitewolf372@centurytel.net 
 

WASHINGTON 
BELLINGHAM 

Norwegian Male Chorus 
Rehearsals every Tuesday evening, 6:00 pm at the Norway 
Hall, 1419 North Forest St., Bellingham WA.  President: 
Larry Peterson. Tel. (360) 935-1110.  Secretary: Jim 
Florence.  Director: Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd., 
Bellingham, WA 98226, cell phone (360)303-3919, 
stmjensen@earthlink.net . 
 

EVERETT 
Norwegian Male Chorus 

Normanna Hall, 2725 Oaks Avenue 
Everett, Washington 98201 
Rehearsals are held every Wednesday evening, 7:00 p.m. at 
Normanna Hall; President: Gary Strombo, tel. (425)267-
9727 gary.strombo@gmail.com .Secretary: John Mickelson, 
tel. (425)422-6297 john_mickelson@msn.com. Director: 
Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd., Bellingham, WA 98226, 
cell phone (360)303-3919, stmjensen@earthlink.net 

 
POULSBO 

Vestre Sund Mannskor 
Meets every Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at Grieg Hall, Sons of 
Norway, 18891 Front St., Poulsbo, WA 98370. President: 
Dick Roemer Tel, (360)693-2317 rproem@yahoo.com; 
Secretary: Mel Haug, tel. (360)297-0791, 
mel@melandkathy.com; Director: KathyHaug, 21050 Fern 
St. Indianola WA 98342. Tel. (360)297-0791. 
kathy@melandkathy.com. 
 

SEATTLE 
Norwegian Male Chorus 

Rehearsal: Every Monday evening 7:30 p.m. Nordic 
Heritage Museum, 3014 N.W. 67th Street, Seattle, WA 
98117. Officers: President: Howard Slausen, tel. (425)774-
4635, howardslausen@comcast.net ;  Secretary: Paul 
Hendricks, tel (206)379-0039 
phendricksballard@gmaild.com ; Director: Julie Parsons, 
jp.conductress@gmail.com 

SKAGIT VALLEY 
Skagit Valley Manskor 

PO Box 481, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 
Rehearsal every Monday at 7:00 PM at Abel Lodge, 21098 
2nd St. Conway WA 98238,. Officers: President and 
Secretary: Jeff Highland tel. (360)387-5285. 
highland@smumn.edu Director Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen 
Rd., Bellingham, WA 98226, cell phone (360)303-3919, 
stmjensen@earthlink.net 
 

TACOMA 
Normanna Male Chorus 

Rehearsal: Each Monday 6:30 p.m., First Presbyterian 
Church, 20 Tacoma Ave. S, Tacoma, Wash. President: Pete 
Petersen, tel.(509)607-9406, o.petersen@gmail.com 
Secretary: Loren Jangaard, 5917 34th St NW, Gig Harbor 
WA 98335, tel. (252)265-2312, jangaardl@hotmail.com; 
Director: Jon Malmin, 14211 Peacock Hill Ave, Gig Harbor 
WA 98332, (tel) (253)514-8677, jmalmin2@comcast.net 
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