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ST. LUCAS, (2020 population — 167), a community in northwestern Fayette County, lowa, is also home to St. Luke Catholic
Church, which sits on a hill in this small village. St. Luke’s served as host to the 2024 Luren Singers Christmas Concert on
December 15th. A free-will offering was collected to be split between the local food pantry and St. Luke’s Church Restoration
Project. Luren’s annual Christmas Party followed the concert. (2020 population source: Wikipedia)

NSAA President’s Column

Kjeere sangerbradre,

This is a time of year when the gifts of music and community are especially precious.
Whether it’'s the camaraderie with our sangerbradre (brothers in song), the stirring
inspiration of performing glorious Christmas concerts together, or the joy our singing
brings to those in need of a little extra joy in this season, this time reminds us why we
do this. That means it is also a great time of year to mention to others we know about = v
the joys of singing together, and maybe they become new members of our choirs. :
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Although it is still 18 months away, discussions about Sangerfest ideas for 2026 -
continue apace. When we gathered in Decorah in 2024, | began looking into possibilities to work with
other organizations in Minneapolis to put together a great Sangerfest there. Since that time, | am now in
the process of relocating personally to Spring Grove, Minnesota over the next couple months, to begin as
Executive Director of Giants of the Earth Heritage Center. Since Decorah is nearby, | am happy to say
that | have joined Luren, while | also remain a part of the Glee Club in Minneapolis. | also remain
connected to other organizations in Minneapolis. While this does mean that the ultimate location and
plans for Sangerfest 2026 are “up in the air” for the short-term, there are some wonderful possibilities
which we will continue to explore. Please feel free to reach out to me at jgrodahl@gmail.com with
questions or ideas. Med broderlig hilsen,

Joe

2024-26 NSAA President
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Judisch Honored with Weston Noble Award

Dr. David Judisch, director of the Luren Singing Society, received
the Weston Noble Award at the Luther College Homecoming concert
‘ T on Oct. 27, 2024 for his distinguished career in vocal music
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education and choral music leadership, including directing the Luren
Singers for almost 50 years. The award, presented by Dr. Andrew
Last, director of the Luther College Nordic Choir (pictured in the
background), was named in honor of the late Dr. Weston Noble,
longtime Nordic Choir director and Luther music faculty legend. Dr.
Judisch received a standing ovation for his dedicated service.
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CHORUS NEWS

Normennenes Singing Society
Chicago, IL

The members of Normennenes Singing Society celebrated our 154th Anniversary with a dinner
and concert on the afternoon of November 3rd. We were joined by a number of guests and
members of The Grieg Ladies, their spouses as well as a contingency of Norwegians from the
Chicago area.

Margaret Bisberg and Shirley Trettenbach of the Grieg Ladies have been singing with us at our
events now for the past two years. With the guidance of our Director, Mike Benshish, we have
incorporated new compositions of SATB versions of Norwegian songs into out repertoire that
have been composed recently by new and upcoming composers from Norway. Of course, we
still sing a few TTBB pieces as well.

B / B '_5' A q 4 We were also joined by five students from Conant High
T LA © Lo School in Hoffman Estates who have become “associate

‘ . L members” of the chorus. We have decided to offer
stipends to these students to add voices to the small core
of NSS and Grieg Ladies “veterans” that have reconvened
| after the break in rehearsals and events that happened
48| due to the pandemic. Our director and accompanist. Mike
|| Benshish, serves as an accompanist and music instructor
.m at Conant. Having the students participate has brought
new life into our rehearsals and performances. We greatly
appreciate the skill and interest they bring to us.

In keeping with a long tradition,

we attended and performed two pieces,

Glade Jul and Wintertide at the

Annual Chicago Minnekirken Memorial

Church Christmas concert on December 1.
Submitted by Dan Boyle,
Corresponding Secretary
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The Chicago Norsemen
Chicago, IL

The Chicago Norsemen send Christmas greetings to our fellow choristers of the NSAA!

We are singing on December 14 at the Danish Christmas Worship Service held annually at Edison Park
Lutheran Church in Chicago's northwest side. We are singing Alleluia Hodie!...Gordon Young/Ed Kramer,
Kimer, i klokker...arr. Viktor Hedgren (sung in Danish), The Yearning...Craig Coutney, Lo, How a
Rose/The Rose...arr. Craig Hella Johnson(quite an interesting combining.of a sacred
and secular text), and the traditional O Holy Night...Adolph Adam/Wayne Spies

with Ken Michaels as soloist. By the way, Ken turns 92 in January.

Happy Birthday, Ken! It is a celebratory experience even though

(except for The Norsemans' 4 songs in English)

the entire service-including ALL verses of the Carols-are in DANISH!

Again, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Ed Kramer, director
The Chicago Norsemen

Norwegian Glee Club
Minneapolis, MN

The Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis started this season with a big celebration as our member Joe
Campion turned 100 years old. Not only did the club sing at his birthday party on August 24, but Joe
himself sang, first as part of the group, and then sang as a solo a song from our repertoire that he himself
had adapted to the occasion. A great time was had by all.

Our next gig was to sing several anthems as part of the Remembrance Day service at Lake of the Isles
Lutheran Church on November 10. Remembrance Day is the European version of Veterans’ Day, and
our next rehearsal was on 11/11/11, the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, the time
when the guns fell silent from World War I.

On November 23 we sang at the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church (Mindekirken) at the lutefisk
dinner they host every year. As usual the dinner was sold out and we think our singing helps it stand out
from the other lutefisk dinners held in the Twin Cities every winter.

Our next gig will be the Nordic Choirs Julekonsert at Mindekirken on December 15, where
we will be joined by their congregational choir, the American Swedish Institute Male Chorus
and the American Swedish Institute Cloudberries.

Then we will end this season with the Annual Meeting of the club on December 16
with the election of officers and other business. It would not be surprising if some ‘
of our members bring some julebakst for the occasion. Submitted by Arne Selbyg,
That will be our last get together for about two months. Chorus President

s

Edvard Grieg Chorus
Madison, WI

As suggested by our holiday greeting this has been a very special year for the Edvard Grieg Chorus. We
are celebrating our 100th Anniversary, 1925 — 2025, as the only remaining Norwegian Chorus in
Wisconsin. As part of our celebratory activities we have participated in thirteen events so far this year.

We began the year with a concert at Oakwood Village University Woods in Madison on January 30. We
celebrated Syttende Mai with our annual concert at the Stoughton Opera House on May 18, followed by
participation in the Norwegian service at Christ Lutheran Church on Sunday, May 19. We then joined our
fellow choruses at Sangerfest 2024 in Decorah on June 7 — 8. (continued on next page)
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After our summer break and annual family picnic we began our centennial activities with a concert at
Perry Lutheran Church followed by a visit to the Hauge Church on September 28. These historic
churches were founded by Norwegian immigrants in the 1850’s. On October 10 we performed for an
enthusiastic audience at Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge. November 9th found us singing for the annual
Lutefisk Dinner at Christ Lutheran Church in Deforest. The Chorus then hit the road to Rockford, lllinois
to sing a joint concert with the Salvation Army Band. Over 250 people showed up for the show!

Things did not slow down in December as we performed for the Red Cross of the Constantine on
December 3, Christ Lutheran Church women’s group on December 9 and our annual Christmas show for
the Mandt Lodge of Stoughton on December 12. We ended the year with our Chorus Holiday
Party on December 17. More activities are already scheduled for 2025 including our 100th
Anniversary celebration and dinner on January 26 at Halverson’s Everything Nice Catering in
Stoughton.

On behalf of our Chorus members, ."3- A
Director Linda Svanoe and Accompanist Linda Johnson,

we wish you and yours a Merry Christmas Submitted by Dick Johnston,
and song-filled New Year. President & Corresponding Secretary

Luren Singing Society
Decorah, 1A

The Luren Singers have been busy practicing for their Christmas concert that will be at St. Lukes Catholic
Church in St. Lucas, IA on Sunday Dec, 15th. We will be taking a break after the concert until February.
We expect to learn many new pieces for our upcoming concerts in '25. We start our concert season on
March 23rd at the Cresco, IA Opera House. On Friday April 4™ we will be in Spring Grove, MN to
celebrate a special Crossings concert honoring the 200" anniversary of Norwegian immigrants to
America.

On Sunday May 11th we join with the Luther College Norskor, Decorah High School and Middle School
Singers to celebrate Mother's Day with an annual concert.

On Friday June 20 and Sat. June 21, we will sing 3 concerts at the annual Hjemkomst Festival. On
Sunday the 22nd, we will have a concert at Detroit Lakes, MN.

Following that trip, we will be getting ready to operate our Annual Food stand at the Winneshiek County
Fair in Decorah. This is our big project that helps provide lots of funding for Luren. All members give an 8
hour shift and provide 3 pies for the annual event.

Our last concert that is planned is during Nordic Fest in Decorah which includes a concert at the Opening
Ceremonies on Thursday night and a Full concert on Friday night at the Courthouse Square. On
Saturday we will be in the annual Nordic Fest parade where we ride on a float singing songs to entertain
the thousands of parade goers.
Luren lost a very faithful member in
1l October. Larry Lubbert (pictured on left;
i ;_5: “* with wife Doris on right) was a member
= '] of Luren since he joined the group in 1969
) .. andwas the longest active member of our
' '"f_] group. Larry had been at practice the week
' before his death. He was a special singer
and also led several Luren trips to Norway
and in the US. We miss Larry and his good
Humor. God bless his memory.
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(continued from previous page)

We have been happy to welcome several new members

to our group this year and they will be highlighted in the next issues.
Our Luren Singers wish you all a very special

and meaningful Christmas and New Year’s....

Submitted by Lee Grippen,
Corresponding Secretary

So, is this
what they call,

Reindeer
Games??

Hopefully, your Holiday

H J
Party didn’t get out of “Eve Tkt of last gowi’e traged, e sik

hand like these Vikings.... that you do NOT throw your hate inte the
air at the <loge of tioday'e cerewmony.
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An annual tradition is renewed! Here, we share Holiday Wishes from Individuals,
Officers, and our Member Choruses. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Seasons Greetings
A Blessed Christmas And
A Happy New Year

DAVID AND GAIL JUDISCH

DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF
NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA INC.
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God Jul
Og

: Godt Nyttar

" From Ed Kramer and

The Chicago Norsemen
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ﬁ The singers and members of
% Normennenes Singing Society x

‘Wish all of you
A Very Merry Christmas

$ And
A Happy and Healthy
New Year

Frank Potempa - President
847-206-2568
Michael Benshish Director-Accompanist
847-738-0336
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With Warmest Season’s Greetings

To All Our NSAA Friends

Ted Anderson
Steve Asp
Connely Dyrud
Phil Friedlund
Joe Grodahl
Jack Hauer
Einar Johansen
Sean Lundquist
Bob Olson
Julian Ronning
Arne Selbyqg

Joe Trucano (Accompanist)

Andrew Anderson
Joe Campion
Peter Dyrud
David Goplen
Arden Haug (Director)
Joe Jensen
Gudmund Julseth
Herb Nelson

Carl Pedersen
Kristen Rusten
Dale Torgerson
John Bell Wilson

w

THE NORWEGIAN GLEE CLUB
OF MINNEAPOLIS

2024
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Edvard Grieg Chorus
Centennial
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Pacific Coast Norwegian 9/
s ZaMEe  Singers’ Association '
WWW.pCNsa.org
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lsurgn &inging docigty
Decorah, IA

Founded March 17, 1868

Picture is from 2023 Luren Christmas Concert held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Spring Grove, MN

Dan and Kari Alstad Rick and Chris Gloede Richard and Penny Leake
Kenneth and Gretchen Anderson James and Karen Gray Paul and Miri Mattson
Kurt Anfinson Paul and Heather Gray Bill and Melinda McBay
Aaron and Karla Bicknese Lee Grippen Brent and Becky Newgaard
Wayne Bicknese Chris Hadley, accompanist Greg Patton

Richard and Louann Bjorlo Loren Hartley Carl Peterson

Paul and Chris Bodensteiner Richard and Lorraine Hendrickson  Doug and Leslie Poppen
John and Susan Boehm Carl and Sarah Haakenstad Jeremy Reicks

Ford and Marjorie Brevig Stephen and Sara Hopkins Edwin Rickleman and

Tom and Connie Buresh John and Marion Pruitt Jefferson Mary Eileen Loetke
Dave and Brenda Carlson Jerrett Johnson Kevin Rockwell

Craig and Ellen Cutting Chris and Bonnie Johnson Arthur and Janice Roseland
Laird Edman Mathew and Ana Johnson Uwe Rudolfand Ruth Caldwell
Lester and Candace Erickson David and Chris Jorde Randy Schmitt

Merlyn and Shirley Finley David and Gail Judisch David and Jan Siefken
Dean and Ellen Fisher Kim and Nolie Kapplinger Robert and Rebecca Smedsrud
Mike and Pat Fitzgerald Ken and Sharon Kiehne David and Rachel Storlie
Michael Flittie Richard and Annettee Kiehne Stewart Storlie

Bill and Karen Fried Jonathan Koch and Carrie Kaufmann Rolf and Kimberly Svanoe
Eric Frydenlund Todd Krueger Daryl Thompson

Gordon and Carol Gaustad Larry Landsgard Joel and Deb Timmerman
James and Ruth Glesne Kenneth Larson Steve and Ellen Wilke

We the members of the Luren Singing Society family wish one and all fellow
singers and families of NSAA and PCNSA choruses the best of Holiday
Happiness and New Year joys. May the spirit of Christmas continue to
inspire our singing.

God jub og godl nyll ar
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JAN.-MAR. 2025 ISSUE
DEADLINE—
Please have news info to us by:
MARCH 10, 2025. Thank You!

SANGER-HILSEN Recording Secretary: Richard Leake, 703 Valley

(“Singers’ Greetings’) I\/|e‘\(rv Dr Iljeﬁorah IA 52101 (563) 382-3796
Published every 3 months, by the Norwegian ga"eg(():@gfoegr}eodzu
Singers Association of America Te (605) 'R'- hard Biorlo. PO Box 871
Incorporated under State Laws of South Dakota as reasurer. Nichar .JOI‘.O, O ox 8
an Educational Society. Rushford, MN 55971; Winter:13135 Brook Arbor

San Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 507-458-0930.

Address all matters for publication subscriptions, richthered@aol.com
renewals, change of address, and make remittances Corresponding Secretary: Rolf Svanoe, 1108

payable to:

NSAA Treasurer Richard Bjorlo, 401 W Steven Ave,
Rushford, MN 55971;Winter:13135 Brook Arbor, San
Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 507-458-0930.
richthered@aol.com.

Co-Editors (2024)

Stewart Storlie, 22006 Newhouse Dr

Spring Grove, MN 55954
stewart.storlie@gmail.com; Cell: 507-450-2851

Steve Hopkins, 3046 Locust Rd
Decorah, 1A 52101
stephopkins8@gmail.com; Cell: 641-831-3552

Editor Emeritus (2023)

Dennis Barnaal, 735 Ridge Road
Decorah, I1A 52101
barnaade@Iluther.edu

Be sure to check out our website:
www.nsaaonline.org

Subscription price $20.00 per year
Periodicals postage paid at Decorah, lowa.
Sanger-Hilsen USPS 481-380

NSAA Officers 2024-26

President. Joseph Grgdahl,

(952) 994-7086, jgrodahl@gmail.com

Vice President at Large: Frank Potempa, 418
Farmhill Circle, Wauconda IL 60084 (847)296-2568
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net

Linden St. , Decorah IA 52101. Cell#. 605-940-9702.
rolfsvanoe@gmail.com
Grand Marshal: Jim Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl,
Waunakee WI 53597-9179
Assistant Grand Marshal: Carl Haakenstad, 408
Jefferson St., Decorah, IA 52101. (507)459-2581
carl.haakenstad@gmail.com
Director-in-Chief: Dr. David E. Judisch, 814 Fifth
Ave., Decorah IA 52101. (563)382-9222. Caell
(563)380-7707 judiscda@luther.edu
Assistant Directors: Ed Kramer, 32600 N East
Lane, Grayslake IL 60030-9579. Tel.(847)546-2050.
ed.kramer@att.net,
Linda Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl, Waunakee WI
53597-9179
Past President: Bill Fried, 18346 Bee Hill Dr., Spring
Grove MN 55974, Tel. (507)498-5611

NSAA STATE

VICE-PRESIDENTS
lllinois: Frank Potempa, 418 Farmhill Circle,
Wauconda IL 60084 (847)296-2568
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net
lowa: Jim Glesne, 2784 U.S. Hwy 52, Decorah IA
52101. ell (563)380-8110.
jmgdecorah@gmail.com

Norwegian Singers Association
of America, Inc.
Club Membership Index
ILLINOIS
CHICAGO

Normennenes Singing Society
Rehearsal each Tuesday evening at 8 p.m.
(except July and August) at the Estonian House,
PO Box 95, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 (847)537-801€
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President: Frank Potempa,418 Farmhill Circle,
Wauconda IL 60084. (847) 296-2568
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net Corresponding
Secretary. Dan Boyle, 8840 Forestview Rd.,
Evanston, IL 60203.(312)330-1450;
danielboyle@me.com.

Director: Michael Benshish, 23 Thorndale Ct.,
South Elgin, IL 60197.
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The Chicago Norsemen
Rehearsals: to be announced. Corresponding
Secretary: to be announced. Director/President:
Edwin Kramer, 32600 N. East Lane, Grayrslake, IL
60030, tel (847)546-2050, ed.kramer@att.net.

IOWA
DECORAH
Luren Singing Society
Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 6:30 p.m. at
Decorah High School. President: Larry Landsgard,,
17518 Gunder Rd., Postville, 1A 52162
Tel. (563) 419-5576 landsgard@neitel.net.
Corresponding Secretary: Lee Grippen, 805 North
Sprague St. #1, Caledonia, MN. Tel. (507)725-3281
cell 507)450-4534, Email: legrippen@gmail.com.
Director: Dr. David Judisch, 814 Fifth Ave., Decorat
IA 52101, tel. (663)382-9222 judiscda@luther.edu.

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS
Norwegian Glee Club
Chorus Address: 924 East 21 Street,
Minneapolis, MN 55404. Rehearsal: Monday
mornings at 11 a.m. at Lake of the Isles
Lutheran Church, 2020 W. Lake of the Isles
Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55404.
President: Arne Selbyg, 5225 Grandview
Square, Apt. 310, Edina, MN 55436.
Arne.selbyg@sbcglobal.net. phone #:
952-920-9857. Director: Rev. Dr. Arden Haug,
2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway,
Minneapolis, MN 55404.

WISCONSIN

MADISON
Edvard Grieg Chorus of Dane County
1904 Winnebago Street, Madison WI 53704
Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. President &
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Johnston, 1716
Dewberry Dr, Madison ~ WI 53719,
richarj@charter.net; (608)698-0362; Director:
Linda Svanoe,4985 Simon Trl. Waunakee, WI
53597-9179.

Pacific Coast Norwegian
Singers Association
Executive Board and Member Choruses
July 2024

Executive Board
President: Jeffrey Highland
Vice President: Pete Petersen
Secretary: Howard Slauson
Treasurer: Rick Larson
Washington Trustee: Gary Strombo
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Oregon Trustee: Neil Haugen
Association contact: president@pcnsa.org

WASHINGTON
Everett Norwegian Male Chorus
Rehearses Wednesday at 7:00pm at  Normanna Hall,
Sons of Norway, in Everett
President Gary Strombo
Director Steve Jensen
Chorus contact: everett@pcnsa.org

Vestre Sund Mannskor, Poulsbo
Rehearses Thursday at 7:00pm
at Sons of Norway Lodge in Poulsbo
President Dick Roemer
Director Kathy Haug
Chorus contact: poulsbo@pcnsa.org

Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at
Leif Erickson Lodge, Sons of Norway, in Seattle
President Paul Hendricks
Director Julie Parsons
Chorus contact: seattle@pcnsa.org

Normanna Male Chorus of Tacoma
Rehearses Monday at 6:00pm at Normanna Hall, Sons of
Norway, in Tacoma
President Pete Petersen
Director Chase Alm
Chorus contact: tacoma@pcnsa.org

OREGON
Thorsmen Chorus of Salem
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Holy Cross
Lutheran in Salem
President Paul Flora
Director Peter Butler
Chorus contact: salem@pcnsa.org

Norsemen Chorus of Eugene
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Sonja Lodge, Sons of
Norway, in Eugene
President Dan Moore
Director Donna Snyder
Chorus contact: eugene@pcnsa.org

CALIFORNIA
San Diego Mannskor
Inactive member chorus




