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NSAA President’s Column 

Greetings, 
    I hope that 2024 brings you renewed energy!  I also hope that you have begun this year’s rehearsals 
with some new and old friends. 
 
    As mentioned in the previous newsletter from 2023, the steering committee led by Art Roseland has 
been busy putting together the elements of an exciting Sangerfest on June 7th & 8th, 2024 in 
Decorah, Iowa. This year we hope to reduce the cost and stress of a long weekend.  We have 
scheduled a two-day event primarily at Luther College in Decorah. The goal is to entice new attendees 
with a two-day Sangerfest.  
 
     We will still have a grand concert, practices, board meetings, women’s luncheon, fellowship room, 
afterglows, banquet and in general a lot of fun getting together with old friends. Our directors are 
crafting a program of familiar songs with some new offerings to sing. 
 
    We are expecting 125 singers and their families in Decorah in June. Decorah offers a great many 
amenities including the newly renovated and enhanced Vesterheim Museum. The board of directors will 
be meeting soon to discuss the plans and gather suggestions to make this Sangerfest the best ever. 
 
    We look forward to seeing you in person this spring! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Bill Fried, NSAA President 
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Sangerfest 2024 
Sangerfest 2024 Greeting 

by Art Roseland, Sangerfest Planning Chairman 
 
“Called By the Lur” is the motto for Sangerfest 2024.  
 
The Lur is a long wind instrument or horn with many applications, but since the Middle Ages has been 
used in Norway to call livestock, signal events or to summon distant persons. It’s exciting to imagine the 
bugle of the Lur echoing through narrow valleys, or from down mountain slopes, to alert the residents.  
 
Luren, litterly The Lur, is also the name of this year’s host chorus, the Luren Singing Society. Therefore, 
“Called by the Lur”, with the logo of a young lad shouldering a Lur, is particularly appropriate. Luren 
Singing Society is ‘calling’ Norwegian American choruses from throughout the Upper Midwest, once 
more to sing together the songs of Scandinavia and America. 
 
We hope your planning and preparation for Sangerfest is going well. All singers on the Sangerhilsen 
mailing list received information in mid-February including our song list, lodging options, a schedule of 
events and comments on event planning and coordination. You are encouraged to make your lodging 
reservations soon, if you’ve not already done so. Those who elect to stay on the Luther Campus will 
note that preference on the Registration Packet you will receive in April. A timely return of your 
Registrations (preferably assembled by your Chorus and submitted in one envelope) will be 
appreciated. 
 
As I was writing this, an email came from Dr. Judisch reminding us that March 17th was the 156th 
birthday of the Luren Singers. And, Sangerfest 2024 continues a tradition beginning in 1887 of biennial 
events interrupted only by two World Wars and Covid. Our singing together is a marvelous and 
long-standing tradition celebrating the joy of choral singing and fellowship. These joys remain! 
 
We hope to see you at Sangerfest 2024! 

 

 
 

Pictured above: an aerial view of the Luther College campus, Decorah, Iowa, looking east. 
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NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
 

GRAND CONCERT  - 7:00 PM, June 8, 2024 
Center for Faith and Life, Luther College, Decorah, Iowa 

 
Ja, vi elsker dette landet​   ​ ​ ​  ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson/Rikard Nordraak 
Star Spangled Banner​   ​ ​ ​ ​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Francis Scott Key/John Stafford 
Smith 
 

I 
 
I Will Praise Thee, O Lord​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Knut Nystedt 
Endu et Streif kun​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Agathe Backer-Grøndahl 
Vackra Sky​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C. A. Brolén 
Shout to God​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Joseph 
Martin 
 

II 
Rachel Storlie, soprano 

 
III 

Let There Be Music​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            ​​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Frances Williams 
Morgensang af Elverskud​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Niels Gade 
One Faith, One Hope, One Lord​ ​ w/trumpet​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​
​ Craig Courtney 
Patriotic Fantasy​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ G. M. Cohen 
 

IV 
Northern Lights Chorale 

Rachael Buresh, conductor 
 

V 
 
God of Grace and God of Glory​ w/brass ensemble        Arranged by Harold Moyer 
Keep Your Lamps​ w/percussion​ ​       ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Arranged by Bernhard Gluth 
Get Me to the Church on Time   from My Fair Lady ​​ ​   Frederick Loewe 
Landkjending​    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​     ​   ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Edvard 
Grieg 
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Veterans Chorus will sing for the Memorial Service on Friday evening, June 7, 2024. 
They will sing: 
 
Den Store Hvide Flok – arranged by Edvard Grieg (key of G) with soloist. 

 
 

Keep Your Lamps​ ​ ​ w/percussion​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
Arranged by Bernhard Gluth 
Get Me to the Church on Time   from My Fair Lady ​​ ​            Frederick Loewe 
Landkjending​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Edvard Grieg 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Veterans Chorus will sing for the Memorial Service on Friday evening, June 7, 2024. 
They will sing: 
Den Store HvideFlok – arranged by Edvard Grieg (key of G) with soloist. 
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Vesterheim: Norwegian-American Museum 
In 1877, Norwegian Americans began collecting and preserving objects at Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa, documenting their chapter of the immigrant story, making them pioneers in the 
preservation of cultural diversity in America. That early collection has grown into one of the most 
comprehensive museums in the United States dedicated to a single immigrant group, now 
known as Vesterheim, the National Norwegian-American Museum and Folk Art School. 
 
Exhibits at Vesterheim explore the diversity of American immigration through the lens of the 
Norwegian-American experience and showcase the best in historic and contemporary 
Norwegian folk arts. This national treasure features a world-class collection of 33,000 artifacts 
and a Heritage Park of 12 historic buildings, as well as a Folk Art School in scenic Decorah, 
Iowa. 
 
Vesterheim will serve as the venue for the Thursday evening reception in the new Vesterheim 
Commons building. With 7,600 square feet spread across three levels and almost an acre of 
surrounding landscaped patio, the Vesterheim Commons (see photo below) opened to the 
public in 2023.  This building was designed by Snøhetta, an architectural firm with Norway 
roots, physically links the past and the future, connects the museum collection to the Folk Art 
School, and enriches the Vesterheim visitor experience for those coming to Decorah or 
participating digitally through a new video and photography production studio. 

 

 
 
Above image: New Vesterheim Commons Building in downtown Decorah, Iowa—site of the 
Sangerfest 2024 Thursday evening reception. 
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Beer Choir 
Beer and singing--now there’s two things that can be enjoyed together! 
 
On Saturday, April 9th, many people were all together singing and enjoying a malty beverage or 
two at “Beer Choir,” hosted by Giants of the Earth Heritage Center in Spring Grove, MN, which 
is about a half-hour drive north of Decorah, IA. (There were non-alcoholic options enjoyed too, 
along with treats…thanks to our wonderful hosts.) 
The main goal of the night was singing and enjoying being together.  There were many 
beer-themed selections sung; some with familiar tunes.  Yes, we did sing What Should We Do 
with the Drunken Sailor and This Is My Song, to name some notable tunes. Several members of 
the Luren Singers were in attendance and the added musical talents of many other Spring 
Grove area singers blended wonderfully. 
 
Beer Choir was developed last fall in Decorah, IA by Mark Potvin from Luther College and Luren 
Singers Piano Accompanist Chris Hadley.  This was so much fun, and those in attendance hope 
to enjoy this again soon.  

 
Pictured above: A large turnout for Beer Choir in Spring Grove, Minnesota on Apr. 6 (large 
picture), the Beer Choir “hymnal” (upper right), our leaders—Mark Potvin (director) and Chris 
Hadley at the piano (lower right).   
 
Dennis Barnaal Retires as Editor of Sangerhilsen 
Dennis Barnaal, of Decorah, retired as editor of Sangerhilsen in 2023.  He started in 2007 as 
associate editor with Don Berg, then took over as editor three years ago when Berg passed 
away. 
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Pictured above:  Dennis and Doris Barnaal, in their Decorah, Iowa home. 
Dennis and his wife Doris have a historic painting in their Decorah living room of the Barnaal 
Farm, Dennis’s family’s ancestral home farm, located in a beautiful mountain area near Sel, 
Gudbrandsdal, Norway (see photo below). 
 

 
Above:  Dennis and Doris Barnaal’s painting of the Barnaal Family Farm in Norway. 
 
According to Dennis, his grandfather left Norway in 1879 and emigrated to western Minnesota.  
The Barnaals have been in America ever since. Although the original Barnaal farm buildings are 
no longer located at the same site, some of the buildings were moved to the mountain part of 
the farm, where a mountain retreat center was established in the 1920s. Dennis has visited the 
Barnaal Farm in Norway about 20 times over the years, with his first visit coming in 1956 when 
he was in college. He and Doris also visited there in 2023, just prior to the Luren tour of Norway 
 
Dennis is handing over Sangerhilsen to co-editors Stewart Storlie (shown below on the right) 
and Steve Hopkins (on left), both members of Luren. 

 

Pictured above: Dennis Barnaal (middle), with Steve Hopkins (left) and Stewart Storlie (right). 
7 
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Luren Singers April 21st Concert at Wesby, Wisconsin 

The Luren Singers performed on April 21, 2024 at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Westby, 
Wisconsin. Following the concert, the Luren Singers were honored with desserts that included a 
beautiful cake presented on behalf of the History Alive Project of Westby (see photos below). 

 

Above photo:  Luren Singers perform at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Westby, Wisconsin. 
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Above photo: “Velkommen Luren Singers!” cake presented to Luren Singers after their 
performance on April 21st at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church at Westby, Wisconsin. 
 

 
SANGER-HILSEN 

(”SINGERS GREETING”) 
Published every 3 months, by 
the Norwegian Singers 
Association of America 
Incorporated under State Laws of 
South Dakota as an Educational 
Society. 
 
Address all matters for publication 
subscriptions, renewals, change of 
address, and make remittances 
payable to: 
NSAA Treasurer Richard Bjorlo, 
401 W Steven Ave, Rushford MN  
55971. 
 
New Co-Editors (2024) 
Stewart Storlie 
22006 Newhouse Dr 
Spring Grove, MN 55954 
Stewart.storlie@gmail.com 
Cell: 507-450-2851 
 
 
Steve Hopkins 
3046 Locust Rd 
Decorah, IA 52101 
Stephopkins8@gmail.com 
Cell: 641-831-3552 
 
Editor Emeritus (2023) 
Dennis Barnaal 
735 Ridge Road 
Decorah, IA 52101 
barnaade@luther.edu 
 
www.nsaaonline.org 
 
Subscription price $20.00 per year 
Periodicals postage paid at 
Decorah, Iowa. 
Sanger-Hilsen USPS 481-380 
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OFFICERS OF NSAA 
President: Bill Fried, 18346 Bee 
Hill Dr., Spring Grove MN 55974, 
Tel. (507)498-5611 
Vice President at Large: Frank 
Potempa, 418 Farmhill Circle, 
Wauconda IL 60084 
(847)296-2568  
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net 
Recording Secretary: Richard 
Leake, 703 Valley View Dr., 
Decorah IA 52101 (563) 382-3796 
leakeric@luther.edu Cell 
(605)940-9702 
rolfsvanoe@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Richard Bjorlo, 401 W 
Steven Ave., Rushford MN 55971. 
Tel. (507)864-3337. 
richthered@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Rolf 
Svanoe, 1108 Linden St. , Decorah 
IA 52101. Tel. 563-277-1001.  
Grand Marshal: Jim Svanoe, 
4985 Simon Trl, Waunakee WI 
53597-9179 
Assistant Grand Marshal: James 
Slostad, 1065 Portland Ave, St. 
Paul MN 55104-7011. 
(952)953-9264 
jim27ps@gmail.com 
Director-in-Chief: Dr. David E. 
Judisch,  814 Fifth Ave., Decorah 
IA 52101. (563)382-9222. Cell 
(563)380-7707 
judiscda@luther.edu 
Assistant Directors: Ed Kramer, 
32600 N East Lane, Grayslake IL 
60030-9579. Tel.(847)546-2050.  
ed.kramer@att.net 
Linda Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl, 
Waunakee WI 53597-9179 
Past President: Paul Larson,210 
Fairbrook Dr., Waunakee WI, 
53597-2207. Tel. (608)850-4910. 
Cell (608)444-3344 
polarson@chorus.net 
 

NSAA STATE  
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Illinois:  Frank Potempa, 418 
Farmhill Circle, Wauconda IL 
60084 

(847)296-2568fcpotempa@sbcglo
bal.net 
Iowa: Jim Glesne, 2784 U.S. Hwy 
52, Decorah IA 52101.  
ell (563)380-8110. 
jmgdecorah@gmail.com 
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Norwegian Singers Association 

of America, Inc. 
(www.nsaaonline.org) 

Club Membership Index 
I L L I N O I S 

CHICAGO 
Normennenes Singing Society 

Rehearsal each Tuesday evening 
at 8 p.m. (except July and August)  
at the Estonian House, PO Box 95, 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069.: 
(847)537-8016 President: Frank 
Potempa,418 Farmhill Circle, 
Wauconda IL 60084. (847) 
296-2568fcpotempa@sbcglobal.ne
t Corresponding Secretary. Dan 
Boyle, 8840 Forestview Rd., 
Evanston, IL 
60203.(312)330-1450danielboyle
@me.com.Director: Charles 
Kessell, 6042 W. Grace St., 
Chicago, IL 
60634.T(773)481-5941,C(773)858
-5325perc55@juno.com. 

The Chicago Norsemen 
Rehearsals: to be announced.  
Corresponding Secretary: to be 
announced.  Director/President: 
Edwin Kramer, 32600 N. East 
Lane, Grayrslake, IL 60030, tel 
(847)546-2050,  
ed.kramer@att.net. 

I O W A 
DECORAH 

Luren Singing Society 
Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 
7:30 p.m. at Thomas Roberts High 
School. President: Bill Fried, 
18346 Bee Hill Dr., Spring Grove 
MN 55974 Tel. (507)498-5611 cell 
(507)381-9293 
giantbil1@gmail.com.Correspondi
ng Secretary: Lee Grippen, 805 
North Sp #1, Caledonia, MN. Tel. 
(507)725-3281  cell 
(507)450-4534.legrippen@gmail.c
om. -Director: Dr. David Judisch, 
814 Fifth Ave., Decorah, IA 52101, 
tel. (563)382-9222 
judiscda@luther.edu. 

M I N N E S O T A 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Norwegian Glee Club 
Rehearsal: Each Thursday 
evening at the Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd, 4801 France 
Ave. So., Edina, MN. President: 
Arne Selbyg ; Corresponding 
Secretary: Eugene Willms, 7646 
Prairie Flower Blvd, Chanhassen 
MN 55317-8334, tel. 
(952)221-3758. 
gene.willms@yahoo.com.  
Director: Rev. Dr. Arden Haug 

W I S C O N S I N 
MADISON 

Edvard Grieg Chorus 
2262 Winnebago, Madison, WI 

53704 
Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
Acting President: Jon Lewis, 1124 
E. Main St., Stoughton WI 53589. 
608-873-5268. 
1124lewis@gmail.comCorrespondi
ng Secretary: Dick Johnston, 1716 
Dewberry Dr, Madison WI53719, 
(608)698-0362richarj@charter.net 
; Director: Linda Svanoe,4985 
Simon Trl, Wauhalkee WI 
53597-9179 

Pacific Coast Norwegian 
Singers Association 

(www.pcnsa.org) 
OFFICERS: 

President: Jeffrey Highland; 76 
Utsalady Road, Camano Island, 
WA 98292. (360)387-5285 
highland@smumn.edu  Vice 
President: Pete Petersen, 713 E 
7th Ave. Ellensburg WA 98926, 
(509) 607-9406 
o.petersen@gmail.com. Secretary: 
Doug Wright, 11921 81st Ave E, 
Puyallup WA 98373, tel. 
(253)604-4980 
douglas.r.wright@gmail.com. 
Treasurer: Allen Feris, 23514 135th 
Ave NE, Arlington WA 98223, 
(360)435-3144. 
feris_allen@msn.com. Trustees: 
California: Sven Olson, San Diego 
CA; Oregon: Mark Williams, 
Eugene OR;Washington: Rick 
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Larson, Everett WA;  Trustee at 
Large: Jerry Thorson, Tacoma WA; 
;Director-in-Chief: Peter Butper,  
AssistentDirector-in-Chief: Lyle 
Johnson.  

CALIFORNIA 
OAKLAND 

Normanna Glee Club 
Rehearsal: time and place unkown 
President: Larry Schaleger, tel. 
(510)272-9219 
qubedude@aol.com ;Secretary: 
Paul Eikeberg, tel. (925)485-1538 
vikingike@yahoo,com Director: 
unfilled 

SAN DIEGO 
San Diego Mannskor 

Rehearsal: every Monday at 7:00 
p.m. on the campus of San Diego 
State Univ. in music Bldg. 
President: Sven I. Olsen, 2991 
Jacks Creek Pl. Escondido, CA 
92027, tel. (619) 708-6171, 
svenio@cox.net; Secretary: Jon 
Homerud, 3354 Bonica Woods Dr., 
Bonita, CA 91902 (619)223-2784 
holmerud@cox.net; Director: 
Alexis Luna. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Norwegian Singing Society of 

San Francisco 
Rehearsal: Meets every Monday 
7:00 p.m. at 235 Brentwood Ave., 
San Francisco, CA 94127. 
President: HerleivStorseter, 235 
Brentwood Ave., San Francisco, 
CA 94103 tel: (415) 344-0204; 
Secretary: Mark Mathesen, 1601 
Oakwood Dr., San Mateo, CA 
94403 tel: (650)947-1359, 
dchouse@earthlink.net; Director: 
unfilled. 

OREGON 
EUGENE 

The Norsemen 
Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 
p.m. at Sonja Lodge #38, Sons of 
Norway, 710 McKinley, Eugene, 
OR 97402. President: Dan Moore, 
danielleemore@comcast.net, 
(541)520-2211,.  Secretary. John 
Meshnik, jmeshnik@eeeug.com, 

(541)345-3920; Director: Barry 
Anderson,barryanderson746@gm
ail.com, (310)863-1873. 

SALEM 
Thorsmen 

Rehearsal: Each Monday at 7:30 
p.m. at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church Annex, 1198 Lannsing 
Avenue North East, Salem, OR 
97303. President: Paul Flora, tel. 
(503)363-9753 
paul.flora@pgn.com ; Secretary: 
Neil Haugen, tel. (503)910-1239, 
neil@haugensgalleri.com ; 
Director: Peter Butler, 31869 
Eastway, Lebanon, OR 97355, tel. 
(503) 259-2006, 
whitewolf372@centurytel.net 

WASHINGTON 
BELLINGHAM 

Norwegian Male Chorus 
Rehearsals every Tuesday 
evening, 6:00 pm at the Norway 
Hall, 1419 North Forest St., 
Bellingham WA.  President: Larry 
Peterson. Tel. (360) 935-1110.  
Secretary: Jim Florence.  Director: 
Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd., 
Bellingham, WA 98226, cell phone 
(360)303-3919, 
stmjensen@earthlink.net . 

EVERETT 
Norwegian Male Chorus 

Normanna Hall, 2725 Oaks 
Avenue 
Everett, Washington 98201 
Rehearsals are held every 
Wednesday evening, 7:00 p.m. at 
Normanna Hall; President: Gary 
Strombo, tel. (425)267-9727 
gary.strombo@gmail.com 
.Secretary: John Mickelson, tel. 
(425)422-6297 
john_mickelson@msn.com. 
Director: Steve Jensen, 2694 
Goshen Rd., Bellingham, WA 
98226, cell phone (360)303-3919, 
stmjensen@earthlink.net 

POULSBO 
VestreSundMannskor 

Meets every Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
at Grieg Hall, Sons of Norway, 
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18891 Front St., Poulsbo, WA 
98370. President: Dick Roemer 
Tel, (360)693-2317 
rproem@yahoo.com; Secretary: 
Mel Haug, tel. (360)297-0791, 
mel@melandkathy.com; Director: 
KathyHaug, 21050 Fern St. 
Indianola WA 98342. Tel. 
(360)297-0791. 
kathy@melandkathy.com. 

SEATTLE 
Norwegian Male Chorus 

Rehearsal: most Monday evenings 
7:30 p.m. Leif Erikson Lodge, 2245 
NW 57th St., Seattle, WA 98107, 
last Monday of month 7:30 p.m. 
Norse Home, 5311 Phinney Ave N. 
Seattle, WA 98103. Officers: 
President: Howard Slausen, tel. 
(425)774-4635, 
howardslausen@comcast.net ;  
Secretary: Paul Hendricks, tel 
(206)379-0039 
phendricksballard@gmail.com ; 
Director: Julie Parsons, tel 
(918)273-9268  
jp.conductress@gmail.com 

SKAGIT VALLEY 
Skagit Valley Manskor 

PO Box 481, Mt. Vernon, WA 
98273 

Rehearsal every Monday at 7:00 
PM at Abel Lodge, 21098 2nd St. 
Conway WA 98238,. Officers: 
President and Secretary: Jeff 
Highland tel. (360)387-5285. 
highland@smumn.edu Director 
Steve Jensen, 2694 Goshen Rd., 
Bellingham, WA 98226, cell phone 
(360)303-3919, 
stmjensen@earthlink.net 

TACOMA 
Normanna Male Chorus 

Rehearsal: Each Monday 6:30 
p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 20 
Tacoma Ave. S, Tacoma, Wash. 
President: Pete Petersen, 
tel.(509)607-9406, 
o.petersen@gmail.com Secretary: 
Loren Jangaard, 5917 34th St NW, 
Gig Harbor WA 98335, tel. 
(252)265-2312, 
jangaardl@hotmail.com; Director: 
Jon Malmin, 14211 Peacock Hill 
Ave, Gig Harbor WA 98332, (tel) 
(253)514-8677, 
jmalmin2@comcast.net 
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