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ON THE RIVERFRONT The La Crosse Convention Center will serve as our venue for Sangerfest activities.  This complex 

underwent an extensive upgrade, completed in 2022, and doubled the area of the original footprint, which added meeting and 
convention space to the existing arena, pictured in the background.  Our Grand Concert will be in the South Hall Ballroom. 

 

Calling all Singers:  Destination…La Crosse!! 

 

We are under 2 months away from our 65th Gathering of the choruses of the Norwegian 
Singers Association of America.  Our long history has roots in the musical traditions of male 
choruses founded in Norway. Although several other small organizations of male choruses had 
been established in the United States, a formal organization entitled the Norwegian Singers’ 
Association of America was established in the United States in 1897.  

 

According to the Society’s Bylaws, the aims of the association are: 1) to organize Norwegian 
Singing Societies in the United States of American and Canada; 2) to promote love for 
Scandinavian male chorus music, to create friendship among its members, and to assist and 
encourage Scandinavian musicians; and 3) to arrange a Sangerfest every other year where the 
public can get acquainted with Scandinavian music so we through this medium will gain respect 
of our fellow Americans.  (from NSAA website “History” section)  

 

Although times and demographics have evolved over time, it’s important to remember our roots 
and promote the Scandinavian heritage, even though some of us may not be Norwegian!  We 
also proudly sing other forms of musical repertoire at our gathering’s grand concert for the 
public to enjoy.  So this year, we call all our NSAA Brother-Singers to La Crosse, Wisconsin; to 
rekindle and share our Norwegian musical roots, our love for America, and most importantly, to 
promote and share that love of Norwegian-American music with the general public, in concert.  
Welcome to La Crosse and to our 65th Biennial Sangerfest!  Med broderlig hilsen! 
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Greetings from the NSAA President 

 

It’s almost time for Sangerfest! As you can see from the schedule  
included here, the program will be fairly similar to 2024’s Sangerfest.  
All events will take place in the same section of the La Crosse Center,  
with the exception of the Ladies’ Luncheon, which will take place at the 
adjacent Radisson Hotel. Note there are two main entrances to the  
La Crosse Center. You may enter either one, but will find your way much 
easier by entering the south entrance.  
 

Getting to the La Crosse Center, the entrances are on 2nd Street and are accessed in both 
directions (north and south). Please consult Google Maps or your favorite navigation device for 
more information.  Below are pictures of the La Crosse Center entrances: 

 

    << SOUTH ENTRANCE is located on the corner 
    of the complex.  There is a pedestrian overpass      
    on 2nd St.--just to the north of these doors. 
 

 

NORTH ENTRANCE >> On 2nd St., is at the other 
corner of the complex with the Flagpoles.  There is 
more walking to get to your destination this way, so 
please use the South Entrance instead. 
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There’s Hospitality when you get here!  There will be a hospitality room with light 
refreshments for participants and volunteers. For commuters, there will be spaces for getting 
changed on concert day. For those staying at hotels, they are across the street from the 
venue, so getting changed should be simple. 

 

Hotel Rates are locked in through May 11th. Note that there is another major event 
happening earlier in the day on June 13th at the La Crosse Center, so after May 11th, hotel 
rooms may be more difficult to procure. 

 

Thanks to our friends with the Westby and La Crosse lodges of Sons of Norway, we will have 
some great help for registration and ushering at the concert. If you do have family or friends 
interested in volunteering during the events, please let me know. 

 

For Downtime, there is lots to explore right in downtown La Crosse and along the Mississippi 
River. Two interesting short excursions you may choose to do on your own are to nearby 
Norskedalen Nature & Heritage Center in Coon Valley or Giants of the Earth Heritage Center 
in Spring Grove, each less than 45 minutes away. The hotel booking page, linked to at the 
Sangerfest page on nsaaonline.org, contains some great visitor tips.             

 

Fun Fact, the last time a Sangerfest was held in La Crosse was in 1906. Back then we were 
called the Northwestern Scandinavian Singers’ Association. Assembled together that year 
were 25 choirs, including 3 from North Dakota, 3 from South Dakota, 5 from the Twin Cities, 3 
from northern Minnesota, 4 from Iowa, 3 from Wisconsin, and 4 from Chicago. Thank you to 
the Norwegian-American Historical Association (NAHA) for delving into their records to find this 
for us. NAHA has agreed to staff a small table at Sangerfest about the history of that 1906 
Sangerfest and other singing history. Be sure to stop by!       

 

Registration fee is $135. Grand Concert tickets are $15. Registration deadline for Sangerfest 
is Friday, May 29. Please register through your choir, or directly with me if you're currently 
unaffiliated with one of our four choirs. I will appreciate most Sangerfest questions being 
directed through your choirs rather than directly to me. Choir presidents and directors, please 
send questions my way and I will do my best to answer. Email is preferred, 
jgrodahl@gmail.com. Phone is 952-994-7086. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you in La Crosse for Sangerfest…Med broderlig hilsen! 

Joe Grødahl,  
2024-26 NSAA President 

 
Sangerfest Schedule 

Our performance venue at the La Crosse Center complex is the South Hall Ballroom (SH).  
The address is 300 Harborview Plaza, La Crosse, WI 54601.  Please be aware of the traffic 
orientation in the La Crosse Center area, including one-way streets in the vicinity.   
 

Friday, June 12 
12:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Registration    SH Boardroom B 

 

1:00 p.m.   Welcome & Chorus Rehearsal SH Ballroom 
 

3:00 p.m.   Veterans Chorus Rehearsal SH Ballroom 
 

5:00 p.m.   Memorial Service & Awards SH Ballroom 
 

6:00 p.m.   Social Time    SH Riverview Lounge 
 

7:00 p.m.   Banquet & Program   SH Ballroom 
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Saturday, June 13 
9:00 a.m.   NSAA Business Meeting  SH Boardroom C 
 

11:00 a.m.   Ladies Luncheon    Wisconsin Room at the Radisson 
 

12:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Registration    SH Boardroom B 
 

1:00 p.m.   Chorus Rehearsal   SH Ballroom 
 

4:30 p.m.   Pre-Concert Meal   SH Lounge and Boardrooms 
 

6:20 p.m.   Singers Photo   SH Ballroom 
 

6:30 p.m.   Doors Open to the Public              SH Ballroom 
 

7:00 p.m.   Grand Concert   SH Ballroom 
 

NORWEGIAN SINGERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
 

GRAND CONCERT  - 7:00 PM, June 13, 2026 
La Crosse Center South Hall Ballroom, La Crosse, Wisconsin 

 
Ja, vi elsker dette landet         Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson/Rikard Nordraak 
Star Spangled Banner         Francis Scott Key/John Stafford Smith 

I 
 

I Will Praise Thee, O Lord                          Knut Nystedt 
Endu et Streif kun                            Agathe Backer-Grøndahl 
Gud signe Noregs land                     Oscar Borg 
I Midnattsolen                                            Alf Wold 
Shout to God                           Joseph Martin 

 
II 

La Crosse Coulee Chordsmen 
 

III 
Let There Be Music                              Frances Williams 
One Faith, One Hope, One Lord                w/trumpet                  Craig Courtney 
For the Fallen                  w/trumpet                   Mike Sammes 
Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor                Irving Berlin 

 
IV 

Seven Rivers Youth Choir 
 

V 
God of Grace and God of Glory                Arranged by Harold Moyer 
Keep Your Lamps!                 w/djembe       Arranged by Bernhard Gluth 
Bådn låt                           Edvard Grieg 
Landkjending                     w/vocal solo              Edvard Grieg 

________________________________________ 
Veteran’s Chorus will sing for the Memorial Service on Friday Evening, June 12, 2026. 

They will sing: Den Store Hvide Flok – arranged by Edvard Grieg (key of G) with soloist. 
                                                          Updated: 28 Aug 2025  
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CHORUS NEWS 
     

Normennenes Singing Society 

Chicago, IL 
 

Mike Benshish, our director, led us in a full concert for 
our Torske Klub performance on March 14th at the 
Des Plaines Elks Club. Paul and Tracey Nielsen of 
Grayslake, IL joined us as singers and 
instrumentalists. Many of our chorus members have 
sung with Paul in the annual Danish Christmas 
service at the Edison Park Lutheran Church in 
Chicago. Tracey and Isiah, one of our choral interns, 
performed a trombone duet as part of our mixed 
repertoire of choral and instrumental music. Interns  
Zuli, Octavia, and Anthony also joined us for our 

choral works, with Anthony adding the drums to our arrangement of Det Går et Festtog 
Gjennom Landet. Mike’s wife, Laurey accompanied us on flute on Gift of Love. 
  

The format of mixing English and Norwegian choral pieces with  
an instrumental duet and a jazz ensemble piece added a new  
energy to our annual Torske Klub involvement this year.  
We had our largest turnout of singers since before the start  
of the pandemic. 
  

We are looking ahead to performances in honor of Syttende Mai 
that will be coming up at the Norwegian National League  
Annual luncheon and the annual Minnekirken musical tribute 
on Sunday, May 3rd. The Norwegian Constitution Day Parade  
will be in Park Ridge on Sunday, May 17th. 
 
 

 
Norwegian Glee Club 

Minneapolis, MN 
 

The Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis has been busy rehearsing for Sangerfest; but took 
time out to hold our annual Lutefisk dinner at Mindekirken (the Norwegian Luther Memorial 
Church in Minneapolis).  Below and on the next page are pictures from the dinner. 
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In addition to the meal we performed twice to 
entertain the diners.  We had about 200 
attendees for the meal along with many 
volunteers for the event.   
 
The volunteers include members in blue shirts, 
spouses, and other family members. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Will also be performing at Mindekirken for the  
Syttende Mai celebration with the Mindikirken Choir. 

 

And we are looking forward to joining you all at Sangerfest 
in June in La Crosse.  
. 

 
 

 
  

Edvard Grieg Chorus 

 Madison, WI 

 

After a record year of performances and events in 2025, the Edvard Grieg Chorus is off to a 
slow start in 2026.  Our first practice was on January 6, but due to the weather and illnesses, 
including Covid, we didn’t hit our stride until late February.  Our first performance for the year is 
set for March 8th at Central Lutheran Church in Edgerton, Wisconsin.  The church is 
celebrating 150 years since its founding in 1876. We will include music from our most recent 
portfolio and some of the songs we are preparing for Sangerfest 2026. 
  

Once 40 members strong, the Grieg Chorus has lost several great singers over the last few 
years due to retirements and passings.  We now have 30 active members and are working 
diligently to increase our numbers.  To that end, over the past two years we have added 
five new members including Martin Amundson (B1), Tom Matthews (T2), Mark Miller 
(B2), John Surdyk (B1), and Jim Schnitzler (T1).  All our new members are excited about 
attending their first Sangerfest in June. 
  

Also exciting is a consulting proposal brought to the Chorus by John Surdyk, one of our new 
members.  John is an Affiliate of the Bolz Center for Arts Administration at the Wisconsin 
School of Business of UW-Madison.  The proposal calls for the appointment of a consulting 
team of three Masters Degree students, working with a three-member team of Grieg Chorus 
singers, to develop an expanded marketing capability and an effective digital presence.  All 
three members of the Bolz Center team have extensive experience in the musical arts 
including teaching, performing and directing. 
  

The three-member consulting team met with the Chorus team in early February and joined us 
at a recent practice to get a better feel for what the Chorus offers musically.   
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We are hopeful that before the conclusion of the 
semester the Chorus will receive the first round of 
suggestions about how we can improve and  
expand our marketing efforts.  We will be happy  
to share the results with NSAA choruses  
once the project has been concluded. 
  

The Grieg Chorus is looking forward  
to joining our fellow singers for Sangerfest 2026  
in La Crosse.   Welcome to Wisconsin! 
 

 
Luren Singing Society 

Decorah, IA 
Luren has lost some lifelong brother-singers, too.  During the interim, we sang at two funerals 
of long time members. Gordon “Gordy” Jensson was a member of Luren over 40 years 
and attended 20 Sangerfests during his time with Luren. Gordy sang 1st tenor and was always 
ready to help in some way.  Dr. Wayne “Doc” Bicknese passed away on Jan. 13th and he 
too was a long time member, having sung with Luren for over 50 years. We also remiss to ack- 
nowledge our former Assistant Director, Bernie Gluth who passed away in October of 2025. 
Bernie was a talented writer of music that Luren sang.  May the Lord bless the memory of 
those 3 individuals.  Photos and Obituaries also accompany this submission later in this report. 
 

Luren was invited by Vesterheim Museum to participate in a special Koselig gathering at 
Toppling Goliath Distillery on Sat. Feb. 28th.  A large group of Luren singers were on hand 
to celebrate the day. Several other groups also offered their music to the event. 
 

Luren is busy getting ready for the performance of the special song we commissioned by 
Norwegian artist Kim Andre Arnesen, entitled "So Green  A Robe, So Sweet a Scent.”  The 
piece is in honor of our director, David Judisch on his 50th year as our Director. The musical 
piece is a beautiful way to honor our director..The premiere performance will be on May 10th at 
Decorah Lutheran Church. We always sing with the Luther Men's Chorus and the Decorah 
High School young men. This is a 40+ year tradition that 
we look forward to each Spring. 
 

The Luren Singers are getting ready for the Sangerfest to 
be held in LaCrosse, Wisconsin on Friday June 12th and 
Sat. June 13th at the LaCrosse Center. We look forward to 
that weekend and invite all to come to LaCrosse. 
 

See you at Sangerfest in LaCrosse soon!   
Keep on Singing! 

 

We have some more new members that have joined Luren.  One of them 
is Lane Zaffke, pictured here. He sings Tenor II and here is his bio: “I am 
married to Mary Zaffke, a public health nurse for Houston County, MN. 
Currently, he is the visitation/fill in the gap pastor for Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Spring Grove and lives on a farm southeast of Spring Grove, 
MN. My most important hobby is making maple syrup with some of the 
men of the church.  We have a grove of Maple trees that supply the raw 
material and it is boiled down at our Sugar Shack boiler center on our 
farm.  The money raised supports the youth and family ministry of Trinity.” 
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Another new member is James Mulvihill, Bass II; pictured to the right. 
James works for CentralSquare making police software.  
Originally, he grew up in Belize, Central America as a missionary kid.  
He’s lived in Iowa for about nine years now, and is planning to move to 
California in August to go back to school for a masters degree in 
Philosophy... and then probably ponder why I did that. He says he is 
grateful to be part of this awesome group while still in Decorah. 
 
 
 

OBITUARIES 
Luren lost three dedicated and lifetime members in the last few months and Luren members 
were honored to sing at each of their celebration of life services.  We would like to share those 
obituaries with you here: 

 
Bernhard “Bernie” Lester Gluth, age 94, of Decorah, Iowa, passed away on 
October 2, 2025, Bernie was also Luren’s Assistant Director from 1971-2019.   

 

Bernie was born in Redwood Falls, MN, the son of Lester and Erna (Panitzke) 
Gluth. The son of a farming family, he grew to understand the importance of family 
and hard work, especially through the Depression. As a student in the Redwood 
Falls school district, he was encouraged to explore his musical gifts, playing the 
tuba as his primary instrument. 

 

After he graduated from high school, he farmed with Carl and Ida Jordan, who 
became like parents to him. In 1952, he was drafted and inducted into the United 
States Army, stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas. On the day he was inducted, he 

heard the division band playing, and one day after donating blood, with the rest of the day off, he 
followed the Lord’s leading and went to the band building. They gave him a tuba and had him warm up. 
He played some scales and part of a solo he remembered from high school. It was later, when posting 
assignments were given out, that he found he had been assigned to the 10th Division band, where he 
spent the remainder of his time in service. He was honorably discharged from the Army in February of 
1954 and he returned to the Redwood Falls area. 

 

Bernie attended Luther College in Decorah, Iowa in the fall of 1954, majoring in Instrumental Music 
Education. He played with the Luther College Concert Band under the direction of Dr. Weston Noble, 
also serving as Dr. Noble’s teaching assistant. Bernie graduated from Luther in May of 1959. 

 

During his time at Luther, Bernie was part of a group who traveled to area churches to sing with their 
choirs. It was during one of those trips to Springfield Lutheran Church outside Decorah that he met 
Carol Ehler. The two married on September 6, 1958 at Springfield. They celebrated 60 years of 
marriage in 2018.  Their family grew to include three children: Jan, Kevin and Kari, and a dog, Banji. 
They had numerous camping adventures, family vacations to the Redwood Falls area, and to Alabama 
to visit his siblings and families. The pop up camper in the family became a regular fixture during the 
warmer months and was a wise investment on a frugal budget. 
 

Bernie was employed as band director at Elkader Community Schools from fall of 1959 to May of 1964. 
In the summer of 1964, the family moved to Decorah and Bernie assumed the position of teaching 
Instrumental Music at North Winneshiek Community School, of rural Decorah. He built a successful 
band program instructing grades 5 – 12. He retired from the program in 1989. In 1971, Bernie became 
the Assistant Director of the Luren Singers, and he arranged many of the pieces the Luren performs. 
He held this position until 2019, when he was awarded the position of Assistant Director Emeritus. 

 

His love for his children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren is endless and abundant. The life of 
this very special man was experienced by those close to him as an extension of the love of Jesus. He 
modeled the way he thought people should behave as a fine example for us to follow. His patience, 
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love, and faith are his living legacy.  Bernie was preceded in death by his parents, Erna and Lester 
Gluth; parents-in-law Bernard and Signe (Borness) Ehler; wife, Carol Ann (Ehler) Gluth; brother, 
Eugene Gluth; brothers-in-law Herb Parker, Gerald Ehler, Kenneth Kolaas, and Lester Johnson; 
sisters-in-law, Judy Gluth, Phyllis Jauert, and Gloria Johnson; great-granddaughter, Kristen Stortz. 

 

He is survived by his children, Janann (Carl King) Gluth King; Kevin (Karol) Gluth; Kaarin (Marvin) 
Sears. Grandchildren; Megan Gluth; Carl (Heather) Stortz; Mollie (Tanner) Tjossem; Olivia King, 
Natalie (Derek) Estrem, and Emma Sears. Great grandchildren: Sara and Jolie Bohan, Ellinor and 
August Stortz, Evelyn and Edison Tjossem. Sister Bertha ‘Betty’ Parker, Sisters-in-law Christine 
Kolaas; Wanda (Mike) Johnson, and Judy Ehler; Brother-in-law Kenneth Jauert; many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends. 

 

Gordon "Gordy" Jensson, age 97 (and a half), of Riceville, Iowa, passed 
away on January 5, 2026, at the Riceville Family Care and Therapy Center. 

 

Gordon Hubert Jensson was born on May 26, 1928, to Ole and Clara (Anderson) 
Jensson in Holt Township, Fillmore County, Minnesota. He attended country 
school and graduated from Lanesboro High School with the Class of 1946. He 
continued his education at Luther College, but was called home by his father who 
needed him on the farm. 

 

After returning home, he married the love of his life, Marian Opem on April 3, 
1949. Together they raised three children: Kathryn Jean, Philip Gordon and Paul 
Alan. 

In 1958, he returned to Luther College, with his family, where he sang in the Nordic Choir and 
graduated with a degree in music in 1960. He went on to teach vocal music in Riceville for 17 years, 
during which time he also was a partner in the Conoco gas station until its closing. He opened Gordy's 
Grocery serving the community of Riceville for several years. Never to sit idle, he went back to work, 
this time at Farmers Feed and Grain until he retired. But retirement wasn't for Gordy, so he went to 
work driving for Northeast Iowa Transit for the next 20 years. At the age of 84, he finally decided to 
actually retire. This allowed him time to perfect making "Grandpa Cookies". 

 

Music was always a big part of his life; from teaching vocal music, singing in the church choir, and 
forming the Mitchell County Concert Series. Gordy dedicated 40 plus years as a member of the Luren 
Singers (a Norwegian men's singing society), where he earned his Diamond award for attending 20 
Sangerfests. He was most proud of having the opportunity to sing with his son in-law, grandson, 
grandson in-law and nephew, during his years with the Luren Singers. 

 

Survivors include his children: Kathryn Tesmer, Philip (Karla) Jensson and Paul (Susan) Jensson, 10 
grandchildren and spouses, 20 great-grandchildren, along with several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his wife of 75 years Marian (May 8, 2024), parents Ole and Clara 
Jensson, father and mother in-law Ted and Estelle Opem, sister Myrna (Ronnie) Johnson, brothers 
Robert (Mavis) and Orville (Ione), son in-law Jerry Tesmer and a grandson. 

 

Dr. Wayne Eugene “Doc” Bicknese, age 92, passed away peacefully to his 
heavenly home on January 13th, 2026. Wayne was born on August 16th, 1934 to 
John (Jack) and Louise Bicknese, the youngest of four siblings – and 75 first 
cousins! He lived a happy childhood on a farm outside of Wheatland, Iowa. Even 
after Wayne moved to town with his family in 8th grade, he remained a farm boy at 
heart. As a teenager he spent summers working for his oldest sister Ruth and her 
husband Jake on their acreage. It was during one of these summers that Ruth 
guided the most important decision of Wayne's life, and led him to Christ. 

 

After high school, Wayne attended Cornell College and considered becoming a 
science teacher. He took a break from schooling to enlist in the Army, and spent 

two years in Germany as an airframe mechanic. Upon his honorable discharge in 1956, he turned his 
sights toward Iowa State University and, on his father's suggestion, a career in veterinary medicine 
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During his years at ISU, Wayne was involved with the Farmhouse fraternity and a social group called 
the Ames Young Adults. He worked hard to win both a DVM degree and Marlene Idso's heart, and by 
the time he graduated in 1962, he had both. Wayne and Marlene were married in 1963, and made their 
first home in Walcott, IA. One year later, they moved to West Union so Wayne could partner with Dr. 
Merrill Frevert at the West Union Veterinary Clinic. A few years after Dr. Frevert retired, Dr. John 
Baldwin joined the practice and it continued to thrive. 

 

Wayne enjoyed his work so much, and shared that joy with his family. He provided his children Aaron 
and Faith with their very first jobs, helping with chores and filling in at the front desk. They were even 
allowed to observe surgeries and assist on country calls. These activities may not have inspired them 
to follow the same career path, but their great respect for their dad and his ability to connect 
meaningfully with clients, and with creatures great and small, only increased. 

 

In 1974, Wayne made his Scandinavian wife proud by joining the Norwegian men's chorus, the Luren, 
from Decorah, Iowa. Marlene loved listening to her German husband sing in Norwegian, which he did 
for over 50 years.  The United Methodist Chancel Choir flourished for decades under Wayne's 
direction. He also contributed his rich baritone to West Union's Messiah, often as a soloist. He always 
had a song in his heart, and encouraged the creative pursuits of his children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. He loved hearing his family make music. His Christmas wish list always included only 
one item: Singing. 
 

During Wayne's 60+ years in West Union, he took part in other organizations including CBMC 
(Christian Businessmen's Committee), the Gideons, Lions Club, H&L (History & Literature) Club, 
American Legion, and several Bible studies and prayer groups. He served on the Board of Directors for 
Kerndt Brothers (formerly Farmers Savings) Bank for many years. He also performed in drama and 
music events which included Madrigal Singers and, of course, his wife Marlene's annual King's Kids 
Dramas. Wayne treasured the relationships he built in northeast Iowa, and was so grateful for the life 
that he and Marlene had established here. 

 

(Very) soon after his first heart procedure, Wayne took himself on a road trip down to Tuskegee, 
Alabama. He loved to travel, and he especially loved to drive. Much to their delight, his family was 
swept up in his epic adventures. They shared trips to many destinations including California, the Grand 
Canyon, Alaska, and Norway. 

 

Wayne proved time and time again that it's never too late to learn something new. He has passed this 
passion for learning down to three generations (so far). He obtained his commercial driver's license at 
age 80, and consistently exceeded his continuing education requirements to maintain his veterinary 
license into his mid-80s. He had a keen interest in politics, history, and literature, and was an avid 
reader. Even now, there is a stack of books next to his chair in the living room, waiting to be read.   

Although he never formally became a teacher, Wayne's gift for teaching and preaching remained. He 
frequently filled the pulpit in several churches in the area, both as a Methodist lay speaker and as a 
Gideon, spreading the Word of God which he held so dear. 
 

In the midst of serious health challenges in his later years, Wayne never once complained. He lived 
with a heart full of uncommon humility, grace, and gratitude, and was confident that his present and 
future were secure in the arms of his Savior. He remained selfless and interested in others, even 
cultivating relationships with hospital staff as long as he was able. Wayne was known to begin prayers 
with "Thank you Lord for this another day of life," and he exemplified that gratitude up to the very end.  
 

Wayne was preceded in death by his wife, Marlene; parents, Jack and Louise Bicknese; siblings, Ruth 
Stimson, Ray Bicknese, and Blanche Swift; brothers-in-law, Jake Stimson and Stan Swift; and nieces 
and nephews, Charles Morrow, Marilyn Baker, Ann Swift, and John Swift.  He is beloved and deeply 
missed by many, including son, Aaron (Karla) of Hawkeye; daughter, Faith of Tiffin; grandchildren, 
Joshua (Hannah) of Dubuque and their children William and Isabelle; Emily (Tom Stene) of West Union 
and their children, Esther, Susanna, Rachel, and Anita; Jeremiah of Ames; and Gloria of Hawkeye. 
 

Blessed Be Their Memory. 
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APR.-JUN. 2026 ISSUE   

DEADLINE— 
Please have news info to us by:  

June 22, 2026.  Thank You! 
 

Here’s some one-liners to put a smile on your face today…. 
 

Lena asked Ole, “Why did you bring a ladder  
to the bar again?” 

Ole replied, “Last time I was here,  
I heard the drinks were on the house!” 
 

Ole says to Lena, “I bought a new puzzle,  
and it says 3 to 5 years on the box.” 

Lena asked him, “Did you finish it?” 
  Ole replied, “No, it only took me two days.” 

 
Lena said to Ole, “I’m freezing. Can you chop some firewood?” 
Ole replied, “Sorry, Lena, I can’t. The axe is in the shed.” 
Lena asked, “Well, where’s the key to the shed?” 
Ole thought for a moment and said, “Oh, yeah, I remember now.  
I left it on the top shelf of the kitchen cabinet.” 
 

Ole and Lena were at a museum, and Lena asked,  
“Ole, what do you think of this painting?” 

Ole replied, “It’s nice, but I don’t think I’d pay money for it.” 
Lena grinned, “Ole, that’s a mirror!” 

 
Lena: “Der is trouble vit da car, sveetheart.  

It has vater in da carburetor.” 

Ole: “Vater in da carburetor? Dat is ridiculous.” 

Lena: “Ole, I tell you da car has vater in the carburetor.” 

Ole: “You don’t even know vat a carburetor is.  

I’ll check it out. Ver is da car?” 

Lena: “In da lake.” 
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payable to: 
Sanger-Hilsen Business Manager:  Richard Bjorlo, 401 W Steven Ave, Rushford, MN  
55971;Winter:13135 Brook Arbor, San Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 507-458-0930. richthered@aol.com. 

 

Co-Editors (2024) 
Stewart Storlie, 22006 Newhouse Dr 
Spring Grove, MN 55954 
stewart.storlie@gmail.com; Cell: 507-450-2851 

  

Steve Hopkins, 3046 Locust Rd 
Decorah, IA 52101 
stephopkins8@gmail.com; Cell: 641-831-3552 

 

Be sure to check out our website:  www.nsaaonline.org 
NSAA membership fee per member:  $25.00 per year…includes 4 quarterly issues of Sanger-Hilsen. 
Non-members Sanger-Hilsen subscription price:  $20 per year for 4 quarterly issues.  
Inquiries on Non-Member Subscriptions:  Please send money and address to Richard Bjorlo, Bus. Mgr.,  
See “Sanger-Hilsen Business Manager” for address information. 
Periodicals postage paid at Decorah, Iowa. 
Sanger-Hilsen USPS 481-380 

 

NSAA Officers 2024-26 
President: Joseph Grødahl, 216 1st St. NW, Spring Grove, MN 55974. 
(952) 994-7086,  jgrodahl@gmail.com 
Vice President at Large: Frank Potempa, 418 Farmhill Circle, Wauconda IL 60084 (847)296-2568  
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net 
Recording Secretary: Richard Leake, 703 Valley View Dr., Decorah IA 52101 (563) 382-3796 
leakeric@luther.edu. Cell (605)940-9702 
Treasurer: Richard Bjorlo, PO Box 871 
Rushford, MN 55971; Winter:13135 Brook Arbor 
San Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 507-458-0930. richthered@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Rolf Svanoe, 1108 Linden St. , Decorah IA 52101. Cell#. 605-940-9702. 
rolfsvanoe@gmail.com 

Grand Marshal: Jim Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl, Waunakee WI 53597-9179 
Assistant Grand Marshal: Carl Haakenstad, 408 Jefferson St., Decorah, IA 52101. (507)459-2581 
carl.haakenstad@gmail.com 
Director-in-Chief: Dr. David E. Judisch,  814 Fifth Ave., Decorah IA 52101. (563)382-9222. Cell (563)380-
7707 judiscda@luther.edu 
Assistant Director: Dr. Arden Haug, 2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55404. 
Past President: Bill Fried, 18346 Bee Hill Dr., Spring Grove MN 55974, Tel. (507)498-5611. 

 

      NSAA STATE  
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Illinois:  Frank Potempa, 418 Farmhill Circle, Wauconda IL 60084 (847)296-2568 
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net 
Iowa: Jim Glesne, 2784 U.S. Hwy 52, Decorah IA 52101. ell (563)380-8110.  
jmgdecorah@gmail.com 
Wisconsin:  Greg Haugen, 2408 Stone Crest Rd., Stoughton, WI 53589. 
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Norwegian Singers Association  
of America, Inc. 

Club Membership Index 
 

I L L I N O I S 
CHICAGO 

Normennenes Singing Society 
Rehearsal each Tuesday evening at 8 p.m.  
(except July and August) at the Estonian House,  
PO Box 95, Lincolnshire,  IL 60069  
(847)537-8016  
President: Frank Potempa,418 Farmhill Circle, Wauconda IL 60084. (847) 296-2568  
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net Corresponding  
Secretary. Dan Boyle, 8840 Forestview Rd., Evanston, IL 60203.(312)330-1450; danielboyle@me.com. 
Director: Michael Benshish, 23 Thorndale Ct., South Elgin, IL 60197. 

 

 
The Chicago Norsemen 

Rehearsals: unknown at this time. 
 

 
I O W A 

DECORAH 
Luren Singing Society 

Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 6:30 p.m. at  Decorah High School. President: Eric Frydenlund,  
129 4th Ave. SE, Spring Grove, MN 55974, Tel. (507) 498-3427, Cell # (507) 273-9801,  
Email:  frydenlunde@hotmail.com. 
Corresponding Secretary: Lee Grippen, 805 North Sprague St. #1, Caledonia, MN. Tel. (507)725-3281   
cell # (507)450-4534, Email: legrippen@gmail.com. Director: Dr. David Judisch, 814 Fifth Ave., Decorah, IA 
52101, tel. (563)382-9222 judiscda@luther.edu. 

 
 

M I N N E S O T A 
MINNEAPOLIS 

         Norwegian Glee Club 
Chorus Address:  924 East 21 Street, Minneapolis, MN 55404. Rehearsal: Monday mornings at 11 
a.m. at Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church, 2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 
55404.  
President: Dale Torgerson, 3432 Willow Beach Trail SW, Prior Lake, MN 55372-2358. 
dale.o.torgerson@gmail.com. phone #: 612-597-3714.    Director: Rev. Dr. Arden Haug, 2020 W. 
Lake of the Isles Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55404.  

    
W I S C O N S I N 

 MADISON 
Edvard Grieg Chorus of Dane County 

1904 Winnebago Street, Madison WI 53704 
Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. President & Corresponding Secretary: Dick Johnston, 1716 
Dewberry Dr, Madison WI 53719, richarj@charter.net; (608)698-0362; Director: Linda Svanoe,4985 
Simon Trl. Waunakee, WI 53597-9179. 
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Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association 
Executive Board and Member Choruses 

2025-2026 

 

Executive Board 
President:  Allen Feris 
Vice President:  Paul Hendricks 
Secretary:  Howard Slauson 
Treasurer:  Rick Larson 
Washington Trustee:  Gary Strombo 
Oregon Trustee:  Duane Esperum 
California Trustee:  Jon Holmerud 
Association contact: president@pcnsa.org 

Everett Norwegian Male Chorus 
Rehearses Wednesday at 7:00pm at 
Normanna Hall, Sons of Norway, in Everett 
President Gary Strombo  
Director Steve Jensen 
Chorus contact: everett@pcnsa.org  

 

Vestre Sund Mannskor, Poulsbo 
Rehearses Thursday at 7:00pm at Sons of 
Norway Lodge in Poulsbo  
President Dick Roemer  
Director Kathy Haug  
Chorus contact: poulsbo@pcnsa.org 

 

Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle 
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Leif 
Erickson  
Lodge, Sons of Norway, in Seattle   
President Paul Hendricks  
Director Julie Parsons  
Chorus contact: seattle@pcnsa.org 

 

 
 
 

Normanna Male Chorus of Tacoma 
Rehearses Monday at 6:00pm at 
Normanna Hall, Sons of Norway, in 
Tacoma 
President Pete Petersen  
Director Chase Alm  
Chorus contact: tacoma@pcnsa.org  

 

Thorsmen Chorus of Salem 
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Holy 
Cross Lutheran in Salem  
President Paul Flora  
Director Neil Haugen  
Chorus contact: salem@pcnsa.org 
 

Norsemen Chorus of Eugene 
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Sonja 
Lodge, Sons of Norway, in Eugene 
President Dan Moore  
Director Ed Amundson 
Chorus contact: eugene@pcnsa.org 
 

San Diego Mannskor 
Inactive member chorus

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:salem@pcnsa.org

