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SINGING TOGETHER, at the annual Mother’s Day Concert, a Massed Chorus featuring Decorah (IA) Middle

School’s Viking Voices and High School's Bass Clef Ensemble, Luther College’s Norskorr Freshman Male Chorus

in collaboration with the Luren Singers on two selections to conclude the evening. Here, they are
performing One Faith, One Hope, One Lord. (Photo by Penny Leake)

Decorah Men Sing — A Mother’s Day Tradition

An annual event on Luren’s calendar for over 40 years is a unique concert featuring male singers
from youth to adult. The concert was started in April, 1984 at the suggestion of Steve Fuller, a
visiting choir director at Luther College to have a joint concert between Luren and Luther’s
Freshman All-Male Chorus (named Norsemen at that time). In later years, it was thought it would
be a wonderful experience to include boy singers to participate in the concert also in order to give
these younger voices encouragement to enjoy and keep singing.

Today, the annual concert features Decorah’s Middle School boys—the Viking Voices, the High
School young men’s group—the Bass Clef Ensemble, and Luther College’s Freshman All-Male
Chorus, now called Norskorr, in addition to Luren. Each group sings a set of songs...first, the
Norskorr, followed by the Viking Voices, then the Bass Clef group, with Luren to follow. To finish
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the concert, all the choruses gather for two numbers to sing together for a very moving
conclusion to the night. In Luren’s mission to raise funds for charity, a free-will offering was also
collected; this year for the Decorah Area Food Pantry. (Photos by Penny Leake)

Decorah High School Bass Clef Ensemble,
directed by Jason Rausch

Decorah Middle School Viking Voices,
directed by Dean Beckman

Luren Singers, directed by David Judisch

Event Directors...

(I-r) David Judisch (Luren),
Dean Beckman (Viking Voices),
Jason Rausch (Bass Clef Ensemble),
and Mark Potvin (Norskorr)

A special citation was given to Dean on his
retirement from teaching this year. Dean
has been middle school music teacher at
Decorah Middle School and directed the
Viking Voices. Dean has also served as
accompanist for Luren on numerous
occasions.
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NSAA President’s Column

Kjaere sangerbradre,

Happy belated Syttende Mai to you all. It's a beautiful time of year, and
here in Spring Grove, it's capped off by our Syttende Mai town
celebrations. | got to ride in the Sons of Norway parade float along with
fellow local Luren members Lee Grippen and Bill Fried, leading the
town with a little round of “Ja vi elsker” as we rode past the park. Later
on, we did the same during a dinner event at Giants of the Earth
Heritage Center. Of course, you know there are Luren and other singers
around when a spontaneous singing of the Norwegian national anthem
breaks out in multiple harmonizing voices.

This summer, Luren is gearing up for a trip to Moorhead for the June
20-21 Scandinavian Festival at the Hjemkomst Center. | hope all of you
enjoy your summer, possibly sprinkled along the way with song.
Speaking of summertime singing, our Director-in-Chief and | have
visited a beautiful venue for our next Sangerfest 2026. Pending NSAA
board review and approval, | have tentatively reserved the La Crosse
Center in La Crosse, Wisconsin for the dates June 12th and 13th. The
La Crosse Center is eager to host us, and has a great location along
the Mississippi River with hotels across the street from the venue. |
know we're all looking forward to gathering together once again.

Wishing you all a pleasant and peaceful summer.

Med broderlig hilsen,

Toe Groduhl

2024-26 NSAA President

Ed Kramer — Obituary

Edwin James Kramer, 78, of Grayslake, IL, passed away
on February 21, 2025. Edwin was born on June 25, 1946,
in Chicago, IL, to Harald H. and Mildred (Lee) Kramer.

Edwin attended grade school at Grace English Lutheran Church
in Chicago and Foreman High School, also in Chicago,
graduating in 1964. He then attended and graduated from
Luther College in Decorah, |IA, where he met his wife, Karen

: Elaine Oyloe. After graduating, Edwin served as a bassoonist
in the Fifth Army Band at Fort Sheridan, IL. Upon completing his service in the Army, Edwin
and Karen were married at Springfield Lutheran Church in Decorah, IA, on June 13, 1970.
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Edwin was known for his love of and lifelong involvement in music, as well as being an
accomplished pianist and music conductor/director. He provided music wherever he went,
having begun piano lessons in the third grade. At 15, Edwin became organist and later Music
Director of Medill Avenue Lutheran Church in Chicago. He then served as Music Director at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ingleside, IL, where he remained as both Director and Member
until the present.

Edwin led and participated in numerous instrumental and choral groups in Lake County from
1972 to the present. He was the founder and director of the Liberty Fremont Chamber Singers.
He also sang with and played piano for the Camerata Singers of Lake Forest, IL. An
exceptionally accomplished accompanist, Edwin played for choral choirs across Lake County,
including at many solo and ensemble contests at local schools. He also played piano for Or
Shalom Synagogue in Vernon Hills for many years during the High Holidays.

From 1997 to 2020, Edwin conducted the Bjornson Male Chorus of Chicago, which led to his
founding and conducting of the Chicago Norsemen from 2020 to the present. He also served as
Director-in-Chief of the Norwegian Singers Association of America (NSAA) for several years.
Edwin worked tirelessly behind the scenes, pouring his heart and soul into all of his musical
endeavors.

Edwin is survived by his loving wife, Karen Kramer; his sister, Connie (Martin); his nieces and
nephews, as well as his great nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents,
Harald and Mildred Kramer; his parents-in-law, Carl and Gilma Oyloe; and his nephew,
Matthew Oyloe.

A memorial service to honor Edwin’s life was held on April 26 at 2:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Ingleside, IL A funeral service will also be held at Springfield Lutheran Church in
Decorah, IA, at 2 p.m.on June 7th.

Blessed Be His Memory.

CHORUS NEWS

Normennenes Singing Society
Chicago, IL

We completed our 2024-25 performance season with four events over the past three months. On
May 30t we were joined by the Chicago Latvian Male Chorus for our Festival of Song/Parade of
Choruses at the Estonian House in Riverwoods, IL. We always appreciate the spirit and energy
of the Latvian chorus under the direction of Mara Varpa. They performed songs in a regional
dialect of Latvian.

On May 14t we entertained residents of Sedgebrook retirement community in Lincolnshire, IL
with a full repertoire of our season’s songs. And, on Saturday, May 17 we sang the anthems and
performed a short concert for the Norwegian National League’s annual Syttende Mai luncheon.
The luncheon was a festive event, and was followed the next day by the Syttende Mai parade in
downtown Park Ridge, IL.

The proximity of Syttende Mai to the anniversary of the liberation of Norway on May 8, 1945
brought to mind the story of two of our members, Pete (Arne Peter) Henriksen and Henry
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Carlson. Pete and Henry were teenage boys when they were visiting Norway in 1940 when the
occupation of Norway led to the imprisonment of Americans by the Nazis. They became friends
there during their five years of imprisonment and later reunited here in the Chicago area. Henry
lives in Naperville and attends events with family members as he is able. Pete died in 2011. This
May marked the 80" anniversary of their liberation.

These anniversaries of events at the end of WWII also remind me that another of our members,
Clarence (Pete) Peterson is a Navy veteran of WWII, who saw action in the Pacific as a
seventeen year old seaman. Pete lives in lowa City, IA.

We have continued to perform this year as a combined chorus of
Normennenes and Grieg Ladies singers. The combination of our
traditions, heritage and musical variety is beneficial to all. And, we
are also grateful for the assistance of a few Conant High School
student musicians who have been willing to learn Norwegian songs
and contribute their musical talents to our rehearsals and singing
events. Some of them are graduating this month and we wish them
the best in their future plans.

1 S
Submitted by Dan Boyle,
Corresponding Secretary

Norwegian Glee Club
Minneapolis, MN

The Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis ended the spring season with three successful events.
We hosted a Lutefisk Dinner at the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church (Mindekirken) at the
end of March and sang to the diners. The diners were very happy with the dinner, and they
enjoyed the entertainment. The club made a decent amount of money that will be used to pay for
our director, accompanist and soloist in the year to come.

Then, we sang at Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church on May 11 as part of a service to celebrate
the 200th anniversary of Norwegian organized emigration to America. Our music director, pastor
Arden Haug, had carved a ship similar to the sloop “Restauration” which brought Cleng Peerson
and the other Norwegian emigrants to New York, which was hung in the sanctuary above the
baptismal font in the church. The Glee Club sang songs about Norwegian sailors.

Finally, we celebrated Syttende Mai by singing in the service at
Mindekirken on May 18 and participating in the parade through
their neighborhood after the service. The service ended with
“Landkjenning” performed by us and their church choir and
women’s choir.

Now we are on our summer break. We will resume rehearsals on v

September 8. Submitted by Arne Selbyg,
Chorus President
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Edvard Grieg Chorus
Madison, WI

Following the successful celebration of our 100t Anniversary in January, the Chorus began
preparing for our series of Spring concerts. On March 4" we performed a Valentine’s Day
concert, delayed due to an earlier snowstorm, at Oakwood Village University Woods. We always
have a good crowd at this senior living facility and we weren’t disappointed. We followed that
performance with our first concert for the residents at The Waterford at Fitchburg, a suburb of
Madison, on April 5. Based on the positive comments we received, | suspect we will be
returning soon. One of our new efforts this year has been to encourage members of our
audiences to consider joining the Chorus. So far we have been successful in welcoming two
young men, John Surdyk and Martin Amundson, to our baritone section.

We are now practicing for our biggest and most important performance of the year, the annual
Syttende Mai Concert at the Opera House in Stoughton on Saturday, May 17. For that event our
Director Linda Svanoe introduced us to a new song, Peace Like a River. She also pulled out a
song we haven’t performed for years, Soon and Very Soon. These songs, along with our
Norwegian pieces, and ending with a particularly timely piece, Let There be Peace on Earth,
should please our enthusiastic audience. As part of the performance we expect to receive a

“Ja, vi elsker dette landet...”
i Grieg Chorus members stand
to sing the Norwegian National
Anthem during the Syttende Mai
Concert at the Stoughton Opera
House on May 17th.

(Photo taken by a concert attendee)

We will return to Stoughton on Sunday to sing at Christ Lutheran Church’s annual Syttende Mai
service followed by a delightful Norwegian smorgasbord. This will wrap up our activities for the
season. In September we will be back at rehearsals to prepare for two exciting performance
opportunities in October that | will discuss in the next edition of the Sanger-Hilsen.

In closing, we want to join our brother singers in
remembering the talented and always enthusiastic Ed
Kramer for his leadership and musical contributions to the
Norwegian Singers Association of America. It was

particularly special when Ed stepped in to accompany our ,r ?
Chorus as we wrapped up our 100" Anniversary celebration _ T
with our special song We Rise Again. He will be missed by _ Submitted by Dick Johnston,
all of us. President & Corresponding Secretary
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Luren Singing Society
Decorah, IA

Greetings from Luren’s family in Decorah!

We have had a busy spring with a concert on March 23rd at the Opera House in Cresco, lowa.
On April 4th we were a part of a giant musical celebration of 2025 in Spring Grove, MN, where
we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the Norwegian emigration to America. After the concert at
Spring Grove, we enjoyed a delicious meal and program. We celebrated the 50th anniversary of
our director David Judisch’s tenure as our leader. We are so grateful for his leadership for 50
years. Giants of the Earth in Spring Grove sponsored this festive evening (a separate story of this
special event follows this Chorus News article).

We are grateful to Luren member Ken Anderson who constructed a model of the Restauration,
the first boat taken by the original Norwegians who left Stavanger, Norway for America on July 4,
1825. The boat model will be a part of the Giants of the Earth Center exhibits.

On May 11th we were part of the traditional Mother’'s Day concert at Decorah Lutheran Church.
This is the 40th year of singing with the Luther College Norskkor, Decorah Middle School Viking
Voices, and Decorah High School Senior Bass Clef Ensemble and Senior Quartet. A large crowd
enjoyed the musical performance. We sang the final songs with Luren and all of the groups
performing together.

As we look forward, we are planning a tour to Moorhead, MN on June 20-22 to participate in the
Hjemkomst Festival. We will sing 2 concerts at Hlemkomst in Moorhead and en route home on
Sunday the 22nd we will sing a concert at Trinity Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes, MN. As we
look into summer, we have Nordic Fest in Decorah and 3 concerts that weekend in late July.

We have our Luren Fair stand as a fundraiser in mid-July at the Winneshiek County Fair in
Decorah. All members work 8 hours at the stand and provide 3
pies. It's a great way to meet new members and enjoy the
camaraderie of Luren friends.

We have a concert in Winona, MN in September
and another in Rochester, MN on October 26th. More on that

next time.

Have a great “noteworthy” summer! Submitted by Lee Grippen,
. Corresponding Secretary

Corrections:

New Luren member Paul Amundson was incorrectly identified
as Dave Amundson in the previous update.

Ole and Sven went fishing one summer and decided
to rent a boat from the resort instead of fishing from the shore.

They rowed out a ways and started to fish. They caught one fish after the other.

Ole says to Sven, "I wish we could mark this spot.
It's the best fishing I've seen since I was a boy."

Sven replied, "I got some chalk in my tackle box, so why don't I put an “"X" right
here on the bottom of the boat?" Ole laughed,
"You goofy brother of mine...What if we don't rent the same boat next time?"
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“Sailing into Spring (Grove)” event

“MINI” RESTAURATION (Check out that detail!) This beautiful replica of the sloop that those first
Norwegian immigrants boarded was hand-crafted by Spring Grove, MN resident, Giants, and Luren
member, Ken Anderson. The replica will be a permanent exhibit at the Giants’ gallery this fall.
(photo by Penny Leake)

The weather Friday, April 4th, was beautiful to take a trip and visit the beautiful community of
Spring Grove, Minnesota, situated on the ridge overlooking some of the most beautiful scenery
around, and “sail” into town for a special event that was organized by Giants of the Earth
Heritage Center, and presented at Spring .

Grove’s Fest Building. The Spring Grove-based
organization hosted a special night of two
celebrations.

The first celebration was for Crossings, which is
a year-long, bicentennial celebration of the first
Norwegian immigration to North America, as
settlers came to search for a new place to call
home, way back in 1825.

The second celebration was a very special \
milestone for the history of the Luren Singers, that ' >
being the tenure of our fearless director. Giants,
along with Luren, wanted to celebrate Dr. David Judisch’s 50th year as Luren director.

Spring Grove is about 20 miles from Luren’s home base of Decorah, IA, plus, there's many Luren
members that call the Spring Grove area home.
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intermission music was provided by Soprano soloist, Rachel Storlie.

Then, a wonderful meal and program followed, celebrating Dr.
Judisch, and also his wife, Gail, for their countless devotion to the
Luren Singers. Dave and Gail each spoke in response, and
conveyed their appreciation for each Luren member and their
spouses or significant other, for their dedication to Luren.

<< Soprano soloist,
Rachel Storlie, providing
music at intermission.

Gail & David Judisch >>
were presented gifts in
Luren’s appreciation for
their countless dedication
to the Luren Singers.
Here, a portrait of Dave
directing Luren; by artist,
Erik Dutcher.

One of the remarks the Judisches touched on about
Luren was “a sense of family.” From countless
rehearsals, singing at funerals for Luren members
who’ve passed on, to the food stand at the county fair,
and all the concerts that Luren commits to each year,
there is always a sense of coming together as a family;
always being there for one another. That is something
that’s sure to be a connection with the other NSAA
choruses, too...family.
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Two More For the Light-Hearted....

Ole and Sven were taking a vacation in Sven's new camper. As usual,
they'd become lost and were wandering around a strange town
trying to find the highway. Sven was just starting down a grade to

go under a bridge when he slams on the brakes.

Ole: What da heck you do dat for, Sven?

Sven: That sign there says "Low Bridge.

No Vehicles Over Twelve Feet High."

This here camper is thirteen feet!
Ole: Cripes almighty Sven, there ain't no cops around.
Just hit the gas pedal and go for it!

One night, Ole and Lena were fast asleep

when all of a sudden the phone rings.

Ole wakens and goes to answer it.
"How the heck should I know,
that's a thousand miles away!!" he barks into the phone
and then slams down the receiver.
"Who was that?" asks Lena.
"I have no idea, Lena," answers Ole.
"Somebody wanted to know if the coast is clear."

JULY-SEPT. 2025 ISSUE
DEADLINE—
Please have news info to us by:
August 15, 2025. Thank You!

SANGER-HILSEN

(“Singers’ Greetings”)
Published every 3 months, by the Norwegian
Singers Association of America
Incorporated under State Laws of South Dakota
as an Educational Society.

Address all matters for publication subscriptions,
renewals, change of address, and make
remittances payable to:

NSAA Treasurer Richard Bjorlo, 401 W Steven
Ave, Rushford, MN 55971;Winter:13135 Brook
Arbor, San Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 507-458-
0930. richthered@aol.com.

Co-Editors (2024)

Stewart Storlie, 22006 Newhouse Dr

Spring Grove, MN 55954
stewart.storlie@gmail.com; Cell: 507-450-2851
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Steve Hopkins, 3046 Locust Rd
Decorah, IA 52101
stephopkins8@gmail.com; Cell: 641-831-3552

Editor Emeritus (2023)

Dennis Barnaal, 735 Ridge Road
Decorah, IA 52101
barnaade@Iuther.edu

Be sure to check out our website:
www.nsaaonline.org

Subscription price $20.00 per year
Periodicals postage paid at Decorah, lowa.
Sanger-Hilsen USPS 481-380
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NSAA Officers 2024-26

President. Joseph Grgdahl,

(952) 994-7086, jgrodahl@gmail.com

Vice President at Large: Frank Potempa, 418
Farmhill Circle, Wauconda IL 60084 (847)296-
2568 fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net

Recording Secretary: Richard Leake, 703
Valley View Dr., Decorah IA 52101 (563) 382-
3796 leakeric@luther.edu

Cell (605)940-9702

Treasurer: Richard Bjorlo, PO Box 871
Rushford, MN 55971; Winter:13135 Brook Arbor
San Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 507-458-0930.
richthered@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary: Rolf Svanoe, 1108
Linden St. , Decorah IA 52101. Cell#. 605-940-
9702. rolfsvanoe@gmail.com

Grand Marshal: Jim Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl,
Waunakee WI 53597-9179

Norwegian Singers Association
of America, Inc.
Club Membership Index
ILLINOIS
CHICAGO
Normennenes Singing Society
Rehearsal each Tuesday evening at 8 p.m.
(except July and August) at the Estonian House,
PO Box 95, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
(847)537-8016
President: Frank Potempa,418 Farmhill Circle,
Wauconda IL 60084. (847) 296-2568
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net Corresponding
Secretary. Dan Boyle, 8840 Forestview Rd.,
Evanston, IL 60203.(312)330-1450;
danielboyle@me.com.
Director: Michael Benshish, 23 Thorndale Ct.,
South Elgin, IL 60197.

The Chicago Norsemen
Rehearsals: to be announced. Director: to be
announced, due to the recent death of Ed
Kramer.
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Assistant Grand Marshal: Carl Haakenstad, 408
Jefferson St., Decorah, IA 52101. (507)459-2581
carl.haakenstad@gmail.com

Director-in-Chief: Dr. David E. Judisch, 814 Fifth
Ave., Decorah IA 52101. (563)382-9222. Cell
(563)380-7707 judiscda@luther.edu

Assistant Directors: Ed Kramer, 32600 N East
Lane, Grayslake IL 60030-9579. Tel.(847)546-
2050. ed.kramer@att.net,

Linda Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl, Waunakee WI
53597-9179

Past President: Bill Fried, 18346 Bee Hill Dr.,
Spring Grove MN 55974, Tel. (507)498-5611

NSAA STATE

VICE-PRESIDENTS
lllinois: Frank Potempa, 418 Farmhill Circle,
Wauconda IL 60084 (847)296-2568
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net
lowa: Jim Glesne, 2784 U.S. Hwy 52, Decorah
IA 52101. ell (563)380-8110.
jmgdecorah@gmail.com

IOWA
DECORAH

Luren Singing Society
Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 6:30 p.m. at
Decorah High School. President: Larry Landsgard,,
17518 Gunder Rd., Postville, IA 52162
Tel. (563) 419-5576 landsgard@neitel.net.
Corresponding Secretary: Lee Grippen, 805 North
Sprague St. #1, Caledonia, MN. Tel. (5607)725-3281
cell 507)450-4534, Email: legrippen@gmail.com.
Director: Dr. David Judisch, 814 Fifth Ave., Decorah,
IA 52101, tel. (5663)382-9222 judiscda@luther.edu.

MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS
Norwegian Glee Club
Chorus Address: 924 East 21 Street,
Minneapolis, MN 55404. Rehearsal: Monday
mornings at 11 a.m. at Lake of the Isles
Lutheran Church, 2020 W. Lake of the Isles
Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55404.
President: Arne Selbyg, 5225 Grandview
Square, Apt. 310, Edina, MN 55436.
Arne.selbyg@sbcglobal.net. phone #: 952-
920-9857. Director: Rev. Dr. Arden Haug,
2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway,
Minneapolis, MN 55404.
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WISCONSIN
MADISON
Edvard Grieg Chorus of Dane County

1904 Winnebago Street, Madison WI 53704
Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. President &
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Johnston,
1716 Dewberry Dr, Madison WI 53719,
richarj@charter.net; (608)698-0362; Director:
Linda Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl. Waunakee, WI
53597-9179.

Pacific Coast Norwegian
Singers Association
Executive Board and Member Choruses
July 2024

Executive Board
President: Jeffrey Highland
Vice President: Pete Petersen
Secretary: Howard Slauson
Treasurer: Rick Larson
Washington Trustee: Gary Strombo
Oregon Trustee: Neil Haugen
Association contact: contact@pcnsa.org

WASHINGTON
Everett Norwegian Male Chorus
Rehearses Wednesday at 7:00pm at
Normanna Hall, Sons of Norway, in Everett
President Gary Strombo
Director Steve Jensen
Chorus contact: everett@pcnsa.org

Vestre Sund Mannskor, Poulsbo
Rehearses Thursday at 7:00pm
at Sons of Norway Lodge in Poulsbo
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President Dick Roemer
Director Kathy Haug
Chorus contact: poulsbo@pcnsa.org

Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at
Leif Erickson Lodge, Sons of Norway, in
Seattle
President Paul Hendricks
Director Julie Parsons
Chorus contact: seattle@pcnsa.org

Normanna Male Chorus of Tacoma
Rehearses Monday at 6:00pm at Normanna
Hall, Sons of Norway, in Tacoma
President Pete Petersen
Director Chase Alm
Chorus contact: tacoma@pcnsa.org

OREGON
Thorsmen Chorus of Salem
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Holy
Cross Lutheran in Salem
President Paul Flora
Director Neil Haugen
Chorus contact: salem@pcnsa.org

Norsemen Chorus of Eugene
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Sonja Lodge,
Sons of Norway, in Eugene
President Dan Moore
Director Ed Amundson
Director contact: bruflato@gmail.com
Chorus contact: eugene@pcnsa.org

CALIFORNIA
San Diego Mannskor
Inactive member chorus



