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RESTAURATION, a sloop built in 1801, in Hardanger, Norway. set sail from Stavanger on July 4, 1825, with 52 people aboard.  

After a 3-month journey at sea, Restauration landed in New York City on October 9, 1925.  (Credits:  Wikipedia; G.E.H.C.)  
 

 

    NSAA President’s Column 
 
 

Kjære sangerbrødre,  
 

2025 is in full swing for us. I hope the joyful spirit of song is with all of your 
choirs. At Luren, we’re now planning a trip to Fargo-Moorhead in June to help 
celebrate the Norwegian—American Bicentennial, which we’re all excited for.  
 

Speaking of the Bicentennial, we are also planning a special celebration in 
Spring Grove. A joint effort of Giants of the Earth Heritage Center and Luren 
will be celebrating both the 200 years of Norwegian-American history and 50 
years of Dr. David Judisch at the helm of Luren.  
 

For all our brothers in other choirs, your Luren brothers would love to welcome you to join us for 
this event! “Sailing into Spring Grove: A Giants Musical Celebration of 2025" will take place on 
Friday, April 4th at 6pm. Tickets are $75, and includes a catered dinner and a Luren concert.  
You may register at www.giantsoftheearth.org or by calling 507.498.5070. You may also mail a 
check to Giants of the Earth, PO Box 223, Spring Grove, MN 55974.  
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The theme of the 2025 Bicentennial is “Crossings” with celebrations in both the US and Norway. 
“Crossings” is an opportunity for all to reflect on stories of migration and what those mean to us. 
One special element of the April 4th event is that we invite each guest to provide us with the 
name of their earliest immigrant ancestor, whether that ancestor’s origin was Norway or 
elsewhere. We will list each immigrant in a special commemorative event program.  
 

I hope you’ll consider joining us in April. And whether or not you are able to come, I 
encourage you to take the opportunity this Bicentennial year to reflect on your own 
stories tied to migration and “Crossings.”                                                                                             
 

Med broderlig hilsen,  

 

Joe Grødahl 
2024-26 NSAA President and 
Executive Director, Giants of the Earth Heritage Center 

 

 
 

In Memoriam… 
​                Ed Kramer 

 
It is with great sadness that we join his wife Karen in 

mourning the loss of our friend Edwin Kramer. Ed 
was Assistant Director-in-Chief of the NSAA, and 
conductor of The Chicago Norsemen. He 
graduated from Luther College in Decorah. He 
was conductor for Bjornson Male Chorus of 
Chicago 1997-2020. In 2005 he was the pianist 
for the NSAA’s Norway Centennial Singers’ tour.  
Ed stayed an active piano accompanist, where 
he played for several choirs in Lake County, 
including many Solo and Ensemble Contests at 
local schools. Ed resided in Grayslake, with his 
wife, Karen. They have a second home-and farm 
outside of Decorah, IA. 

                        Takk for alt and rest in peace, Ed. 
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CHORUS NEWS 
     

Normennenes Singing Society 
Chicago, IL 

 
 

In mid December we gathered at a pizza restaurant to enjoy the fellowship of the members and 
share the holiday spirit with one another. We continue with a full weekly rehearsal schedule to 
prepare for upcoming winter and spring events. Our Conant High School student “interns” 
participate as their schedules allow, and we are adding some new songs to our repertoire. 
 

On March 8th we will be performing at the Chicago Torske Klub monthly luncheon. And, we have 
plans to host our annual Festival of Song/Parade of Choruses on March 30th. 
 

We are all saddened at the news of the death of Ed Kramer. Ed was such a strong presence both 
in the NSAA and the local Chicago/Midwest Norwegian music community. 
 

Ed always collaborated with Normennenes in attending our Spring Festival of Song events with 
Bjornsen Male Chorus when he led them. He provided a lot of leadership in continuing the 
Norwegian male choral tradition here, organizing the Norsemen after the dissolution of Bjornsen, 
continuing to organize interested singers in his Chicago Norsemen project. Many Normennenes 
singers have participated in events with the Norsemen under Ed’s direction. Ed had a way of 
gathering men to sing and producing a sense of camaraderie and brotherhood in the process. 
Normennenes shared many, many events with Bjornsen during Ed’s tenure as their director. 
There was a certainly a sense of Brother-Singers during those years. There were a number of 
men who were members of both choruses. 
 

Whenever Normennenes was invited to perform at local Syttende Mai events or other Norwegian 
American programs we would invariably be singing with or alongside Ed and the Bjornsen Male 
Chorus. And, singers and attendees at Sangerfests will remember Ed and his friendly and 
dynamic style of conducting as Assistant Director. 
 

In some ways Ed’s death reminds us of the sad loss of Bjornsen Male Chorus and the 
other NSAA choruses we have lost in recent years. We need to memorialize those 
organization themselves, as well as the men who have died, when we hold memorial 
programs. There have been a multitude of reasons for the loss of choruses as our 
society ages and changes, and it helps to honor the memory  
of the organizations as vital forces                                                                Submitted by Dan Boyle,  
in our families, communities and society at large.                                            Corresponding Secretary  

 

 
                                                                                                  

Norwegian Glee Club 
Minneapolis, MN 

 

The Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis ended the fall season with a Julekonsert at the 
Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church (Mindekirken) on December 15, a Nordic concert that also 
included two choirs from the American Swedish Institute as well as two congregational choirs 
from Mindekirken. 
 

Then we took our annual winter break until we began rehearsing again in early February, when 
we held our annual meeting. Arne Selbyg was reelected president, former president Bob Olson 
took over as Vice President, our tenor soloist Sean Lundquist was reelected Secretary, Dale 
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Torgerson became Treasurer, Peter Dyrud was elected Marshall, and our centennial member, 
Joe Campion, continues his service as Assistant Treasurer. 
 

The rehearsals focus on the songs we will sing at the lutefisk dinner that funds our 
continued existence, at Mindekirken on Saturday March 29. We will seat and serve 
from noon until 3 pm, and walk-ins are welcome, so if you are in town you are  
very welcome. 
 

We have also begun rehearsing the songs we will perform                       Submitted by Arne Selbyg, 
in celebration of Syttende Mai.                                                                                Chorus President 

 
 

Edvard Grieg Chorus 
Madison, WI 

 

After a record-breaking year in 2024, the Edvard Grieg Chorus continues to focus on our 100th 
Anniversary (1925-2025).  On January 26 the Chorus celebrated the Centennial event with a 
formal dinner at Halverson’s Everything Nice Catering in Stoughton.  More than 60 people filled 
the Norwegian themed dinning hall including Chorus members, former members, spouses and 
friends.  Special guests included NSAA Officers, Director-in-Chief Dr. David Judisch and his wife 
Gail, Vice President Frank Potempa and his wife Karen, and Assistant Director Ed Kramer and 
his wife Karen. 
 
Following the social hour the assembled gathering sang three songs:  Norsk Faedrelandssang, 
Star Spangled Banner, and I Jesu Navn.   The guests then proceeded to the grand buffet that 
included several Norwegian delicacies.  Following the meal the Master of Ceremonies welcomed 
and introduced our special guests.  Director Judisch was asked to say a few words.  Included in 
his remarks was the presentation of a special gift to the Grieg Chorus for our 100 years of service 
and support of NSAA. 
 
Jon Grinde, a long-time member of the Chorus reviewed the highlights of the Chorus’ 100 years.  
Following Jon’s presentation, Anders Svanoe and his jazz quartet entertained the audience with 
several classical jazz pieces.  Wrapping up the gala, our Chorus sang what has become an 
audience favorite, We Rise Again.  As guests left they were given a copy of our 2025 Grieg wall 
calendar that includes pictures of the Chorus over the past 100 years. 
 
Seven days after our Centennial event we performed the opening entertainment for the Norse 
Afternoon of Fun on February 2.  This annual event began 72 years ago as a celebration of 
Norwegian Constitution Day and is now sponsored by the Stoughton High School Norwegian 
Dancers.  The event includes dances performed by five groups of young people  
from the fourth grade to high school.  There is significant competition involved in becoming one of 
the 25 high school students selected each year to join the Dancers.  The group performs 
approximately 50 times throughout the year to audiences in the Midwest and around 
the country.  They have also had the opportunity to tour Norway six times. Our Chorus 
was honored to sing Hil Dig Norge, What a Wonderful World, Dansen pa Makeskjaer, 
and our signature piece, We Rise Again, to kick off the show. 
                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
                                                                                                                           Submitted by Dick Johnston, 
                                                                                                             President & Corresponding Secretary
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Luren Singing Society 
Decorah, IA 

 

We have some new members in our Luren family. They are Dave Amundson from West Union, IA 
and Nick Peters from Lansing, IA and Joe Grodahl from Minneapolis. 
 

The Luren Singers were present to sing at the funeral Mass of Father Ed Lechtenberg, a long 
time member of Luren.  Father Ed passed away at 98 years of age.  He lived in Lansing and 
drove to Decorah each Monday night. Some of his parishioners were worried when he joined 
Luren that they would have the aroma of lutefisk in their church. 
 

Luren has several concerts scheduled in the coming months....... 
On March 23, we have a concert in the Opera House in Cresco, IA.  
On April 4th, we will sing a concert in Spring Grove, MN  in the Fest Building to recognize the 

200th anniversary of the immigration from Norway to the USA. Giants of the Earth Heritage 
Center is sponsoring this event with a banquet to follow the concert. 

On May 11th, we have our annual Mother's Day concert with the Luther College Norskorr which 
includes all the Freshmen men at Luther who are in Music. 

On May 16th we have a tentative Grieg and Friends concert in Decorah at First Lutheran Church. 
On June 20 and 21 we travel to Moorhead, MN to sing two concerts at the Hjemkomst Festival, 

which is part of the Crossings celebration of the 200th anniversary of the first Norwegian 
immigration. 

  

July is always a busy month for Luren in more ways than just singing. On July 8-12th, we have 
our Fair Stand at the Winneshiek County Fair, which is our big fundraiser for the year. 
On July 24th - to 26th we have three musical events we participate in at Nordic Fest in 
Decorah.  
 

We already have some concerts in the plans this fall.  On October 26th we travel to 
Rochester, MN where we have a concert to present.  In November we have  
a concert for the Sons of Norway Lodge in Winona so we have                Submitted by Lee Grippen,                
a busy schedule in the coming months.                                                        Corresponding Secretary 
 

       
 
A large gathering of fellow brother singers was 
present to sing around his casket at Msgr. Ed 
Lechtenberg’s funeral mass on January 18, 2025, 
at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in 
Lansing, Iowa. As requested by Monsignor, we 
sang We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace, 
Crusader’s Hymn (Beautiful Savior), and 
Aftensang. 
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Msgr. Ed Lechtenberg – Obituary 

 
Msgr. Edward W. Lechtenberg, 98, of Lansing, IA, died Monday, January 
6, 2025, at Thornton Manor in Lansing. Funeral services will be held 
Saturday, January 18th, at 10:30 AM at Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church in Lansing with Archbishop Thomas Zinkula officiating. Prior to 
the service starting at 10:00 AM, the Luren Singing Society will provide 
the prelude music.  
 

Msgr. Edward William Lechtenberg was born on September 17, 1926, in 
Lansing, IA, the son of Joseph and Mary (Foley) Lechtenberg. He was 
baptized and confirmed at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in 

Lansing. Msgr. Ed’s father died when he was just three years old, leaving his mother with five 
kids in the midst of the Great Depression. From this experience, he learned from an early age 
how to work hard and never take a single day for granted. Msgr. Ed graduated from Immaculate 
Conception High School in 1944, continuing his education at Loras College, graduating in 1947. 
 

Growing up, he stayed busy working on farms, in the lumberyard, and for the Iowa State 
Conservation Commission. Msgr. Ed also knew how to have a good time. He enjoyed dancing, 
fishing, and singing and was a member of the Luren Singing Society in Decorah, IA. 
 

Following college, he was offered a job at the Iowa State Conservation Commission. He also 
wanted to join the Navy, when one day he thought, “I should become a priest!” Msgr. Ed was 
ordained on May 3, 1951, thus starting a long and fulfilling life of serving others and their 
communities. 
 

Msgr. Ed served at the Cathedral in Dubuque, IA; St. Mary and St. Peter Claver in Waterloo, IA; a 
prison in Anamosa, IA; Buffalo Center, where he served on a mission in Woden, IA; Sacred Heart 
in Eagle Grove, IA; St. Benedict in Decorah; and St. Patrick Catholic Church in Waukon, IA, from 
where he eventually retired in 2000. 
 

Survivors include many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents and four 
siblings: Anna, Marie, Joe, and Teresa. Blessed Be His Memory. 

 
Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers Association 

Announcement:  The dates of the 2025 Sangerfest  of the Pacific Coast Norwegian Singers 
Association have been moved from June to September 18, 19, and 20, 2025.  More information 

about the 2025 Sangerfest, which will be held in Everett, Washington, can be found at 
www.psnca.org. 

 
 

APR.-JUN. 2025 ISSUE   
DEADLINE— 

Please have news info to us by:  
May 17 , 2025.  Thank You! 

 
SANGER-HILSEN 
(“Singers’ Greetings”) 

Published every 3 months, by the Norwegian 
Singers Association of America 

Incorporated under State Laws of South Dakota 
as an Educational Society. 
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Address all matters for publication subscriptions, 
renewals, change of address, and make 
remittances payable to: 
NSAA Treasurer Richard Bjorlo, 401 W Steven 
Ave, Rushford, MN  55971;Winter:13135 Brook 
Arbor, San Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 
507-458-0930. richthered@aol.com. 
 

Co-Editors (2024) 
Stewart Storlie, 22006 Newhouse Dr 
Spring Grove, MN 55954 
stewart.storlie@gmail.com; Cell: 507-450-2851 

  

Steve Hopkins, 3046 Locust Rd 
Decorah, IA 52101 
stephopkins8@gmail.com; Cell: 641-831-3552 
 
Editor Emeritus (2023) 
Dennis Barnaal, 735 Ridge Road 
Decorah, IA 52101 
barnaade@luther.edu 
 

Be sure to check out our website:  
www.nsaaonline.org 
Subscription price $20.00 per year 
Periodicals postage paid at Decorah, Iowa. 
Sanger-Hilsen USPS 481-380 

 
NSAA Officers 2024-26 
President: Joseph Grødahl,  
(952) 994-7086,  jgrodahl@gmail.com 
Vice President at Large: Frank Potempa, 418 
Farmhill Circle, Wauconda IL 60084 
(847)296-2568  fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net 
Recording Secretary: Richard Leake, 703 
Valley View Dr., Decorah IA 52101 (563) 
382-3796 leakeric@luther.edu  

Cell (605)940-9702 
Treasurer: Richard Bjorlo, PO Box 871 
Rushford, MN 55971; Winter:13135 Brook Arbor 
San Antonio, TX 78232. Cell#: 507-458-0930. 
richthered@aol.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Rolf Svanoe, 1108 
Linden St. , Decorah IA 52101. Cell#. 
605-940-9702. rolfsvanoe@gmail.com 

Grand Marshal: Jim Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl, 
Waunakee WI 53597-9179 
Assistant Grand Marshal: Carl Haakenstad, 
408 Jefferson St., Decorah, IA 52101. 
(507)459-2581 carl.haakenstad@gmail.com 
Director-in-Chief: Dr. David E. Judisch,  814 
Fifth Ave., Decorah IA 52101. (563)382-9222. 
Cell (563)380-7707 judiscda@luther.edu 
Assistant Directors: Ed Kramer, 32600 N East   
Lane, Grayslake IL 60030-9579. 
Tel.(847)546-2050.  ed.kramer@att.net, 
Linda Svanoe, 4985 Simon Trl, Waunakee WI 
53597-9179 
Past President: Bill Fried, 18346 Bee Hill Dr., 
Spring Grove MN 55974, Tel. (507)498-5611 
 

      NSAA STATE  
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Illinois:  Frank Potempa, 418 Farmhill Circle, 
Wauconda IL 60084 (847)296-2568 
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net 
Iowa: Jim Glesne, 2784 U.S. Hwy 52, Decorah IA 
52101. ell (563)380-8110.  
jmgdecorah@gmail.com 

Norwegian Singers Association  
of America, Inc. 

Club Membership Index 
I L L I N O I S 

CHICAGO 
Normennenes Singing Society 

Rehearsal each Tuesday evening at 8 p.m.  
(except July and August) at the Estonian House,  
PO Box 95, Lincolnshire,  IL 60069  
(847)537-8016  

President: Frank Potempa,418 Farmhill Circle, 
Wauconda IL 60084. (847) 296-2568  
fcpotempa@sbcglobal.net Corresponding  
Secretary. Dan Boyle, 8840 Forestview Rd., 
Evanston, IL 60203.(312)330-1450; 
danielboyle@me.com. 

Director: Michael Benshish, 23 Thorndale Ct., 
 South Elgin, IL 60197. 

 

The Chicago Norsemen 
Rehearsals: to be announced. Director: to be 
announced, due to the recent death of Ed Kramer.  

 

 
I O W A 

DECORAH 
Luren Singing Society 

Rehearsal: Every Monday night, 6:30 p.m. at  
Decorah High School. President: Larry Landsgard,, 
17518 Gunder Rd., Postville, IA 52162  
Tel. (563) 419-5576   landsgard@neitel.net. 
Corresponding Secretary: Lee Grippen, 805 North 
Sprague St. #1, Caledonia, MN. Tel. (507)725-3281  
cell 507)450-4534, Email: legrippen@gmail.com. 
Director: Dr. David Judisch, 814 Fifth Ave., Decorah, 
IA 52101, tel. (563)382-9222 judiscda@luther.edu. 

7 
 



Jan.-Mar. 2025​                            SANGER-HILSEN​                                      8 
 

M I N N E S O T A 
MINNEAPOLIS 

         Norwegian Glee Club 
Chorus Address:  924 East 21 Street, 
Minneapolis, MN 55404. Rehearsal: Monday 
mornings at 11 a.m. at Lake of the Isles 
Lutheran Church, 2020 W. Lake of the Isles 
Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55404.  
President: Arne Selbyg, 5225 Grandview 
Square, Apt. 310, Edina, MN 55436. 
Arne.selbyg@sbcglobal.net. phone #: 
952-920-9857.    Director: Rev. Dr. Arden Haug, 
2020 W. Lake of the Isles Parkway, 
Minneapolis, MN 55404.  

 
    W I S C O N S I N 

     MADISON 
Edvard Grieg Chorus of Dane County 

1904 Winnebago Street,  Madison WI 53704 
Rehearsal: Each Tuesday, 7 p.m. President & 
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Johnston, 1716 
Dewberry Dr, Madison WI 53719, 
richarj@charter.net; (608)698-0362; Director: 
Linda Svanoe,4985 Simon Trl. Waunakee, WI 
53597-9179. 

 
 

 

Pacific Coast Norwegian  
Singers Association 

Executive Board and Member Choruses 
July 2024 

 
                        Executive Board 
President:  Jeffrey Highland  
Vice President:  Pete Petersen 
Secretary:  Howard Slauson 
Treasurer:  Rick Larson 
Washington Trustee:  Gary Strombo 
Oregon Trustee:  Neil Haugen 
Association contact:  contact@pcnsa.org 
 

W A S H I N G T O N 
Everett Norwegian Male Chorus 

Rehearses Wednesday at 7:00pm at   
Normanna Hall, Sons of Norway, in Everett 
President Gary Strombo  
Director Steve Jensen 

     Chorus contact: everett@pcnsa.org  
 
Vestre Sund Mannskor, Poulsbo 

Rehearses Thursday at 7:00pm  
at Sons of Norway Lodge in Poulsbo  
President Dick Roemer  

Director Kathy Haug  
Chorus contact: poulsbo@pcnsa.org 

 
Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle 

Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at  
Leif Erickson Lodge, Sons of Norway, in Seattle   
President Paul Hendricks  
Director Julie Parsons  
Chorus contact: seattle@pcnsa.org 
 

Normanna Male Chorus of Tacoma 
Rehearses Monday at 6:00pm at Normanna 
Hall, Sons of Norway, in Tacoma 
President Pete Petersen  
Director Chase Alm  
Chorus contact: tacoma@pcnsa.org  
 

O R E G O N 
Thorsmen Chorus of Salem 

Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Holy 
Cross Lutheran in Salem  
President Paul Flora  
Director Neil Haugen  
Chorus contact: salem@pcnsa.org 
 

Norsemen Chorus of Eugene 
Rehearses Monday at 7:00pm at Sonja Lodge, 
Sons of Norway, in Eugene 
President Dan Moore  
Director Ed Amundson 
Director contact: bruflato@gmail.com 
Chorus contact: eugene@pcnsa.org   
 

C A L I F O R N I A 
San Diego Mannskor 

Inactive member chorus
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